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| that the cobras are ‘easily trained to feed on’ an artificial pellet of fish meat (50%) with

(not 100, p. 18), and they are divided among 4 families (not 1, p. 23). Calling the lard, salts and a few additives. A complimentary paper by Naulleau and Detrait details
Feylinidae 'Limbless Skinks’ (p. 154) is, at the least, confusing. The comment that the results of venom collection from over 100 European Vipera reared in captivity
"..lizards and snakes show no maternal interest in their offspring” is a generalisation cither from birth or shortly thereafter.

that ignores the well-developed maternal behaviour in some skinks (eg. some American

Eumeces spp.). Bert Langerwerf discusses "Techniques for large-scale breeding of lizards from

temperate climates in greenhouse enclosures’. During the period 1979-1983, Langerwerf
All-in-all, despite these relatively minor flaws, I have no hesitation in recommending produced around a 1000 hatchlings every year, and here he summarises his techniques.
this text to the interested reptile keeper. Members who attended the Bloemfontein H.AA. symposium (April 1991) will have seen
the presentation on Bert’s facility in Alabama, and will therefore appreciate the wealth
of practical experience behind his advice. Perhaps his most pertinent comment is that

MAINTENANCE AND REPRODUCTION OF REPTILES IN CAPTIVITY. "Much (of his) time is spent breeding and rearing insects; indeed lizard breeding is
VOL. 1. MAINTENANCE AND REPRODUCTION mainly insect breeding." Pieau et al. give a good account of TSD in chelonians (in
Vincent L. Bels and A. Paul van den Sande (eds.), 1984 (publ. 1986). In: Acta Zoologica French), with a comprehensive (albeit now out-dated) bibliography on this ‘in’ topic.

et Pathologica Anwverpiensia No. 78 (obtainable from Royal Zoological Society of

Antwerp, Koningin Astridplein 26, B-2018 Antwerpen, Belgium), US$12.00 (incl. The general quality of the publication is excellent, with good quality paper and a

stiched binding. There are a number of spelling mistakes, and a particularly humerous

postage), softcover. cae
misprint (p. 200, "Newborn snakes are maintained .... on a gravid substrate" !).

This is a collection of 22 invited papers from some of the curators of the world's top
reptile house, as well as researchers interested in reptile behaviour. Obviously it is not
possible to record all the interesting papers, but I shall try to list some of the highlights.

Although no articles deal specifically with African species, there are some on
Madagascan reptiles (Sean McKeown, Phelsuma; Tom Huff, Acrantophis dumerili).
Despite the limited local interest, however, this volume contains a wealth of

After one of Carl Gan’s typically concise and incisive introductions, Liliane Bodson information, and considering the very cheap price, it is excellent value,

surveys the history of keeping reptiles in captivity from early Egyptian records to the - A T = Fy i
end of the 18th century. Matz then reviews those factors that induce reproduction in e :
reptiles, and Carpenter presents a practical approach to Enclosure maintenance of
lizards’. In a somewhat surprising finding, Malaret and Fitch note that the effects of
varying food intake on a series of representative reptiles (the oviparous skink, Scincella
lateralis; viviparous natricines Storeria dekayi and Thamnophis sirtalis ; and the
oviparous colubrine Diadophis punctatus) has very little effect on the size and number
of eggs or young. Vincent Bels discusses 'Ethological problems in the anoline lizard in
captivity’, and Chris Banks reports the important inbreeding in a colony of the green
iguana (fguana iguana) past the finding of increased infertility and infant mortality
following fourth generation,

-
="My baby's left my 1] d, :
7 my):'f‘qf );uere hofzde{’ﬁfied,ﬂ i
T eat flies all dayand when I'm gone
they!l sTick me in formaldehyde ... Oh,
; I got the rcEEeeeens,Igaf g
—mfhe greens teal bag,aaad.. )|

A series of case studies discuss husbandry and reproduction in the lizards, rhinocerus
iguanas, Cyclora c. cornuta (Tonge and Bloxham); sail-tailed lizard, Hydrosaurus
amboinensis (G. Visser); Phelsuma spp. (Sean McKeown); Acrantophis dumerili (Tom
Huff); Bothrops spp. (Murphy and Mitchell); Hydrodynastes gigas (Honegger); yellow
anaconda, Eunectes notaeus (Luttenberger); mangrove snake, Boiga dendrophila
(Howard); the diamond-back terrapin, Malaclemys terrapin centrata (Sachsse); Indian
crocodiles (Whitaker); and the tuatara (Goellner).

The practical problems of caring for large numbers of venomous snakes, held for
venom collection, are discussed in a series of short papers. Leloup describes the large
scale breeding and maintenance of Bothrops moojeni in captivity. In 1983 his facility

held 1 145 snakes, over 800 of which were captive born and reared. Two aspects of the Gus saw them when he crested the hill: snakes
short note on ‘Breeding cobras in Vietnam' by T. Kien, may surprise many keepers. Three of them, basking on the road.
The first is that the farm has an annual reproduction of 4000 snakes, and the others is Probably diamondbacks. 55

54




African Herp News 16 Nov 1991

H.A.A. COMMITTEE ELECTION 1992

In compliance with paragraph 9 of the H.A.A. Constitution (see African Herp News 13,
p-10), an H.A.A. Committee must be elected every two years.

With the exception of Dr N.H.G. Jacobsen, all elected committee members on the
present H.A.A. Committee (as listed on the front inside cover of this newsletter) are
available for re-election in their current portfolios or for any other position if
nominated as candidates. Mr F. Farquharson (Secretary/Treasurer) and Mr G.V.
Haagner (Additional Member), who are at present co-opted members, are also
available for election in their present co-opted portfolios or for any other position on
the committee if nominated. Mr R. Boycott (co-opted Journal Subeditor) is also
available for election to any position on the committee. It should be noted that a
Journal Subeditor cannot be elected, but will be co-opted by the new committee.

All paid-up African Members of the H.A.A. (excluding memberships registered in a
name other than that of a person - see paragraph 12.1 in African Herp News 15, p.11)
are hereby invited to submit nomination forms to persons they wish to stand as
candidates for election. The nominator must sign the form and send it to the nominee.
If agreeable, the nominee should then sign the form and return it to the Electoral
Officer. The nominator and nominee must both print and sign their names on the
nomination form, and the nominee must indicate the position he wishes the nominee to
accept (eg. Additional Committee Member). The nominee should return one form only
(more than one nomination may be received), and would therefore be eligible for
election to only one position on the committee.

Nominees wishing to obtain information regarding the duties of any particular portfolio
on the committee are invited to write to or telephone the Electoral Officer, or
telephone the Chairman at (051) 479-609.

The final list of candidates will be included in African Herp News 17. HAA. members
will then be requested to indicate their choice of a new committee.

Nomination forms may be returned by post or fax and must be received by the
Electoral Officer no later than 28 February 1992.

Electoral Officer

Mr A.F. Flemming

PO Box 266
BLOEMFONTEIN, 9300
South Africa

Tel: (051) 479-609
Fax: (051) 479-681

HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA
MEMBERSHIP FEES AS AT 1 JANUARY 1992
AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP
ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP

1 year membership R30.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10 %.
3 year membership R84.00. Sumbit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10 %.

SCHOLARS MEMBERSHIP

1 year membership R20,00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10 %.
OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP
DOLLAR PAYMENTS

1 year membership $20.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order.
3 year membership $56.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order.

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS

1 year membership R49.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or money order.
3 year membership R136.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or money order.

Owing to numerous banking problems, members are kindly requested not to submit
payments directly to any Building Society or Bank account. All payments must be
submitted directly to:

THE SECRETARY/TREASURER
HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA
P.O. BOX 20142

DURBAN NORTH

4016 REP. SOUTH AFRICA

PLEASE STATE IN WHICH YEAR YOU REQUIRE MEMBERSHIP TO BEGIN.
MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM 1 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER OF ANY YEAR.
SHOULD MEMBERSHIP BE TAKEN OUT IN THE LATTER PART OF THE
YEAR, YOU WILL RECEIVE ALL JOURNALS AND NEWSLETTERS
PERTAINING TO THAT YEAR.
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