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35 Mr & Mrs EH Risley Kenya 
36 Mrs SC Savage GB 
37 Mrs J Thompson GB 
38 Mr D Vesey-Fitzgerald Tanzania 
39 Miss JB Walker South Africa 
40 Rowland Ward 

(East Africa) Ltd Kenya 
41 Mr WP York USA 

In addition to the above, a large number of 
people assisted with the organisation and 
planning of this Appeal. In particular Mr & 
Mrs GC Backhurst, Mrs JE Cooper, Mr N 
Odhiambo, Mr AR Walker and Mrs CS 
Webb. 

AN UPDATE 

On 31 July 1996 a plaque, commemorating 
the life and work of Ionides was unveiled at 
the Nairobi Snake Park. 

Over 40 people attended the ceremony and 
these included a number who had known 
and worked with Ionides in the past, two 
former Curators of the Snake Park and the 
present Curator. The event opened with an 
introduction by Professor John E Cooper 
who outlined the history of the Ionides 
Memorial Fund. Professor Cooper explained 
that those who had contributed to the Fund 
included a number of institutions and 
associations, many eminent herpetologists 
and one of Ionides' biographers as well as 
his friends and supporters. 

Mr Owen Sumbu, the current Curator, 
welcomed visitors and explained that, with 
the help of funding from the Kenya Museum 
Society and others, important changes were 
being made to the Snake Park and to the 
accommodation provided for its reptiles. 
There followed some reminiscences about 
the life and work of Ionides. These were led 
by Mr James Ashe, a former Curator of the 
Snake Park, who recalled lonides' kindness 
and generosity, particularly to people who 
were in trouble. He also reminded those 
present that Ionides had a breadth of 
knowledge of subjects in addition to 
herpetology; he was, for example, a widely­
read historian. Mrs Mollie Leakey followed 
with recollections of Ionides when he was 
collecting snakes in the Kerio Valley. She 
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described how he liked to sit in the bush 
listening to classical music rerords on his 
wind-up gramophone! Mr Ashe then 
introduced Mrs Judith Rudnai who, in the 
sixties, had been a student at the University 
of Nairobi and had close pro(essioaal 
contact with Ionides. She spoke with warmth 
about Ionides who had been the guest of 
honour at her graduation party. 

Professor Cooper then introduced Dr 
Mohammed lliahakai, Director Chicf(Execv­
tivc of the National Museums, who had 
kindly agreed to unveil the memorial plaque 
to Ionides. Dr Isahakia said that he was 
grateful for an opportunity to speak about 
the Museum and the Snake Part and to 
expand on plans for their development. He 
stressed the importance of the Snake Part, 
particularly in tel'lllli of educating local 
people about the reptiles of East Africa and 
in giving advice on matters relating to 
venomous snakes and allied issues. He 
welcomed the ceremony, not only as a way of 
commemorating the life of a great naturalist 
but also because it helped to draw attention 
to the Snake Parle and its work and 
encourage visitors. Dr Isahakia then 
unveiled a plaque which read: 

C.J.P. ION/DES ("IODINE") 
This plaque comrnmwrcues the life and 
work of C.J.P. lonides who contributed 
much to the study of reptiles of East 
Africa and who died in Nairobi on 22nd 
September 1968. The plaque was 
provided by the lonides Memorial Fund 
with contributions by his friends and 
admirers. 

In closing the ceremony, Professor Cooper 
paid tribute to those who had attended and 
to those who had contributed in the past to 
the Fund. The latter are being contacted and 
informed of developments. He thanked the 
Director and staff of the National Museums, 
who had helped to publicise and film the 
event, the Curator and staff of the Snake 
Park who had arranged the venue and Mrs 
Margaret Cooper who, in addition to giving 
much support to the establishment of the 
Fund, had taken photographs of the 
occasion which would be available in due 
course for distribution and publicity. 

Following the formal proceedings, those 
present took refreshments together at the 
Bustani Restaurant in the Museum. 

The unveiling of the plaque in Nairobi on 31 
July was the first step towards marking in a 
tangible way the life and work of CJP 
Ionides. The remainder of the Fund is to be 
used for a special exhibit within the Snake 
Parle. The ceremony provided an excellent 
opportunity to remember lonides and his 
contributions to herpetology and, at the 
same time, to give much needed support and 
publicity to the Museum and Snake Park. 
The latter has contributed a great deal to 
East African herpetology in the past and 
continues to do so. 
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Further information about the Fund or the 
life and 1110rt of CJP Ionidcs, can be 
obtained from:-

Professor John E Cooper, The Durrell 
Institute of Conservation and Ecology, The 
University of Kent, Canterl>ury, Kent, CT 
7PD, UK 
or 
Mr Owen Sumbu, Curator, The Snake Part, 
National Museums of Kenya, PO Box 40658, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

17 August 1996 J.B. Cooper 

If you t- of aay perM>• /s apart f.roa 
tlaose listed llboYe, wlio tolltribated to tlle 
Fland, please tolltad Prof. Cooper at tile 
aboft address. 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

GEOCHELONE PARDALJS: CARAPACE 
STRAIGHT LENGTII AND WEIGHT FRE­
QUENCY, SOUI'H AFRICA 

I wish to look at factors in0uencing size 
frequency in different populations of 
Geochelone pardalis within its eastern 
African range in relation to conservation and 
sustainable utilization. 

If you, or any colleagues known to you in 
South Africa, have measured G. pardalis in 
field populations, then I earnestly require 
and would be most grateful for, acknow­
ledged of course, frequencies (numbers not 
percentages) for carapace straight length at 
100 mm intervals (to 99, 100-199, 200-299 
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etc.) and weight at 1 kg intervals (to 0.99, 1-
1.99, 2-2.99 etc.). I also need basic ecological 
information on the population(s) such as 
whether in agriculturally developed or 
human settlement areas, subject to local 
collection as food, in cattle-grazed zones or 
in national parks, or areas exposed to bush 
fires. 

Dr Michael RK. Lambert 
Herpetologist/ Applied Ecologist 
(General Secretary, Societas Europaea 
Herpetologica) 
Environmental Sciences Department 
[International direct tel.: +44 1634 883201; 
Departmental fax: + 44 1634 883232; e-mail: 
MIKE.IAMBERT@NRI.ORG) 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 28 February 1997 

The financial statements set out on pages 2 to 4 were approved on I g / 4. / 17 
and are hereby signed to that effect 

!J--L-
Treasurer 

REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS OF 
HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

We have audited the annual financial statements set out on page 2 to 4. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the members. Our responsibility is to report 
on the financial statements. 

We conduc:ed our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. 
These standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance that, in all material respects, fair presentation is achieved in the financial 
statements. An audit includes an evaluation of the appropriateness of the accounting 
policies, an examination, on a test basis. of evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures included in the financial statements, an assessment of the reasonableness 
of significant estimates and consideration of the appropriateness of the overall financial 
statement presentation. We Cllnsider that our audit procedures were appropriate in the 
circumstances to express our opinion presented below. 

In .common with similar organisations. it is not feasible for the organisation to institute 
accounting controls over cash collections prior to the initial entry of the Cllllections in 
the accounting records. Accordingly it was. impracticable for us to extend our 
examination beyond the receipts actually recorded. 

Except for the effeas of any adjustments which might have been necessary had it been 
possible for us to extend our examination of cash collections. in our opinion these 
financial statements fainy presents the financial position of the Herpetological 
Association of Africa at 28 February 1997 and the results of its operations for the year 
then ended. 

Cassidy & Associates 
Chariered Accountants (SA) 
Registered Accountants and Auditors 
DURBAN 

2 

74 

African Herp News No. 26: July 1997 

HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

INCOME STATEMENT 
for the year ended 28 February 1997 

Income 
Interest 
Donations 
Sale of journals 
Subscriptions 
Symposium 

Expenses 
Audit fees 
Froglog 
Journals 
Newsletters 
Bank charges 
Office expenses 
Sundry expenses 

Net surplus for the year 

BALANCE SHEET· 28 February 1997 

Note 

Funds Employed 

Accumulated funds 
Balance at beginning of year 
Net surplus for the year 

Employment of funds 

Current assets 
UBS • Bloemfontein 
UBS· Durban 
Standard Bank • Bloemfontein 
Volkskas • Durban 
Cash on hand 

Less : 

Current liabilities 
Accounts payable 

Net current assets 
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1997 1996 

6,860 4,485 
0 3,000 

1,631 2S6 
18,054 16,580 

0 3.269 
26.545 27.630 

800 550 
0 203 

7,647 5,287 
3,940 7,210 

7 18 
2,456 1,530 

0 360 
14,849 15.158 

11,696 12,472 

1997 1996 

51 ,530 39,058 
11 696 12.472 
63,225 5 1,530 

4 

.109 303 1 
29,900 24,509 

20,403 17. 752 1 
13,899 8,754 

0 488 
64,311 151.806 I 

1 OJ 2J 
1 085 I 276 I 

63,225 51,530 
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SOUTIIERN AFRICAN FROG ATLAS PROJECT 

What can we do to protect our frog popu­
lations'? 

An exciting new project, the Southern 
African Frog Atlas Project (SAFAP) has been 
initiated by Dr Phil Bishop (Wits 
University), Mr Les Minter (University of 
the North) and Mr James Harrison 
(University of Cape Town). This is the first 
of its kind in the .world to be attempted on a 
national scale and the first frog atlas project 
on the African continent. This project will 
enable the conservation status of each 
species to be determined and will provide 
baseline information for future monitoring 
projects. 

The project will involve many volunteers 
from the public sector, who will submit tape 
recordings of frogs calls, or specimens and 
visual identifications, to the project co­
ordinator for analysis and computerisation. 
The advantage of frogs is that they produce 
species-specific calls enabling exact 
identification, without actually seeing the 
frog! A compact disc of South African Frog 
Calls has been produced (available from 
Megatone Productions - Tel. 011 - 8873136) 
and is a helpful guide for the accurate 
identification of frogs in the field. Also, an 

excellent new book South African Frogs: A 
complete guide by Neville Passmore and 
Vincent Carruthers is now available, 
published jointly by Wits University Press 
and Southern Book Publishers. The book is 
an updated version of their 1979 edition, and 
contains several new sections. It also 
contains many newly discovered species of 
frogs as well as natural history notes. 
SAFAP will radically improve our 
understanding of frog distributions and will 
focus attention on declining populations. 
The data will also be valuable for the 
rational planning of land-use and will 
support efforts to preserve our wetlands and 
natural biodiversity. The outcome of this 
project will be that frog populations can be 
used in a prognostic manner with respect to 
the condition of the environment and hell(.'C, 
any impending threat to other indigenous 
animals. 

Any funds donated in support of SAFAP will 
qualify for tax relief. Cheques should be 
made payable to the University of the 
Witwatersrand. If you would like to become 
involved in this project, please contact: The 
SAFAP Co-ordinator, Avian Demography 
Unit, University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 
7700, South Africa. 

HELP NEEDED: SAFAP IN LESOTHO 

Lesotho is a largely mountainous country 
with a very poorly known frog fauna. 
Despite the mountainous nature of the 
country, certain roads arc in good condition 
and can be travelled by car without difficulty. 
Your assistance in surveying the region's 
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frogs is urgently required. Anyone interested 
in collecting data on the frogs of Lesotho for 
SAFAP is urged to contact Mike Bates, 
Regional Organizer for Leostho, SAFAP, 
P.O. Box 266, Bloemfontein 9300, South 
Africa (Tel. 051-4479609, Fax. 051-4476273). 

HERPETOI..OGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
MEMBERSHIP FEES AS AT 1 JANUARY 1997 

AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP 

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP 

I year membership R.50.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 
3 year membership RIJS.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 

SCHOLARS MEMBERSHIP 

I year membership R35.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP 

DOLi.AR PAYMENTS 

Note: Please, no U.S. "postal" money orders or U.S. Dollar "EurochcqllC5". Rand 
Eurochequcs may be acceptable. 

1 year membership $25.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 
3 year membership $70.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS 

I year membership Rl00.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or money order. 
3 year membership R270.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or money order. 

Owing to numerous banking problems, members arc kindly requested not to submit 
payments directly to any Building Society or Bank account. All payments must be 
submitted directly to: 

The Secretary /fRasurer 
Herpetologkal Association of Afrka 
P.O. Box 20142 
Durban North 4016 
South Africa 

PLEASE SfATE IN WHICH YEAR YOU RF.QUIRE MEMBERSHIP TO BEGIN. 
MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM 1 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER OF ANY YEAR 
SHOULD MEMBERSHIP BE TAKEN OUT IN TIIE LATI'ER PART OF IBE 
YEAR, YOU WILL RECEIVE ALL JOURNALS AND NEWSLETTERS PER­
TAINING TO TIIATYEAR 

Printed by Andrew & Co, Tel 4304126, Bfn 
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