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Port St John (3129DA: Broadley (1990, FitzSimons’ Snakes of Southern Africa, rev. ed.,
Delta Books, Johannesburg, 386 pp).

This report includes the second and third records, including the most southerly record,
of P. b. brevirostris from the Eastern Cape. It is also the first record of this diurnal snake
feeding on a large, fossorial skink. 1f the skink is A. poecilus it is the first record for the
Eastern Cape Province, and the sixth known specimen; if it is A.g. gracilicauda then it is
the most eastern record for the Province. This interesting discovery indicates the value of
road kills !

Submitted by

W. R. BRANCH (Department of Herpetology, Port Elizabeth Museum, P.O. Box 13147,
Humewood $013, South Africa; pemwrb@zoo.upe.ac.za) and G. V. HAAGNER (P.O. Box

PUBLICATIONS FROM
KOELTZ SCIENTIFIC BOOKS

The following titles of herpetological interest are available from

Koeltz Scientific Books, Fax: (+49) (0) 6174 937240
P.0. Box 1360, e-mail: koeltz@t-online.de
D-61453 Konigstein, WWW: http://www/koeltz.com
Germany.

List 858. Prices are in Deutschmarks. Payment may be made by American Express, VISA
or Eurocard/Mastercard.

BOULENGER, G.A. Catalogue of the Batrachia Gradientia s. Caudata and Batrachia Apoda
in the collection of the British Museum (Natural History). 2nd edition. London 1882.
{Reprint). 9 plates, VIII, 127 pp. gr8vo. Cloth (011148) DM 40.00

BOULENGER, G.A. Catalogue of the Batrachia Salientia s. Ecaudata in the collection of the
British Museum (Natural History). 2nd edition. London 1882. (Reprint). 30 plates.
XVI, 503 pp. gr8vo. Cloth. (011149) DM 136.00

BOULENGER, G.A. Catalogue of the Lizards. 3 vols. in 2. 1885-1887. 96 pls. 1545 pp.
gr&vo, Bound. Reprint. (000843) DM 540.00

DAVID, P., & INEICH, 1. Les serpents venimeux du mond: systematique et repartition. 1999.
Dumerilia 3, 499 pp. (074983) DM 158.00

KUCHLING, G. The Reproductive Biology of the Chelonia. 1998. (Zoophysiology, Vol. 38)
87 figs., 3 tab., xii+212 pp. Hardcover. (073655) DM 269.00
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ANNOUNCEMENT

An International Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology
is launched

International Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology was founded 1998 in
Guelph, Canada. The profound interest among many professional and amateur herpetolo-
gists in the history of their science or hobby was demonstrated in recent international her-
petological meetings. The founders' conception was to launch a Society that can provide a
forum for herpetologists, bibliophiles, and historians of biology to meet and share their
common interests. The initial founding group consisted of twelve persons. A constitution
was laid down and an executive committee was elected. The Society is a not-for-profit or-
ganization.

Thus, the aims of the Society are to bring together individuals who have a serious interest
in the history as well as the bibliography of herpetology and to support the spread of
knowledge of these topics among members and the general public. Opportunities are cre-
ated for the members to meet other people with the same interest and to extend and culti-
vate their acquaintances.

The Society will achieve its aims by organizing formal meetings with lectures, discussions
and other similar activities. These meetings will normally be held in connection with other
herpetological meetings, such as congresses with international participation. Activities that
include visits fo private and public libraries, museums, research stations, antiquarian book-
shops &c. will be other means of assembly. The founders also feel that a dedicated channel
for publishing papers in the disciplines is lacking. A printed bulletin with brief articles,
essays, bibliographies and news of people and events in our field will therefore be a central
pillar of the Society. This will, as demands arise, be supplemented by a less formal news-
letter that will be distributed either as a leaflet or e-mail.

The executive committee of five people is representing academic professionals, students
and amateurs from Canada, Sweden and USA. The first bulletin was published in May
1999. Meetings were held in Pennsylvania, USA later in the summer. Members as a group
were invited to an exclusive presentation of the library of the Academy of Natural Sciences
in Philadelphia. The Academy is the oldest extant Natural History Museum in the United
States and its exceptional book and journal holdings in herpetology were displayed.

Membership fee for two years (1999-2000 or 2000-2001) is US$30 (student $10) or life
$300. Anyone interested in more information about the Society is invited to visit our web-
site, www.teorekol.lu.se/~rana/ISHBH, and contact us from there or write to International
Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology, Box 2123, SE- 220 02 LUND,
Sweden.

Chairperson: Richard Wahlgren
e-mail: Richard. Wahlgren@skanska.se
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A New Facsimile Reprint from the Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles

GEORGE SHAW’S “GENERAL ZOOLOGY”

THE FIRST WORLD SUMMARY OF AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES IN ENGLISH
With a Systematic Review of Shaw’s Nomenclature by Hobart M. Smith and Patrick David

EORGE SHAW (1751-1813),
an English naturalist who became
Keeper of Zoology at the British Mu-
seum, is one of the most familiar names
in herpetology. His volume on am-
phibians and reptiles in his series
“General Zoology"” comprises the

ous literature, natural history, and useful
historical information. The 141 plates
(see the samples at the bottom of this
page) are typical of the era: excel-

lent likenesses at their best, but
sometimes amusing, fanciful, or
even purloined from other

first world review of herpetology in works. Taken together, the text
English. Shaw’s book, published . and plates represent an authori-
in1802,covered432 specieswhich i tative and classic survey at the
representalargefractionof thespe- | 4 startof thecentury during which
cies known at the time. Of these, herpetology became a science.
Shawdescribed 109 asnewandtwo 1

dozen of his taxa survive, including
some of the most familiar speciesin
the world: Ambystoma maculatum,
Rana catesbeiana, Caecilia gracilis,
Geochelone radiata, Ctenosauraacan-
thura, Python regius, and Bitis nasicor-
nis. The text includes scientific and com-
mon names, extensive references to previ-

Hobart M. Smith (Boulder) and
Patrick David (Paris) provide an
extensive introduction in which
Shaw's species are correlated with
modern taxa. Many of Shaw's
names have not been previously syn-
onymized. They also provide a
comprehensive index to Shaw’s names.

Specifications: abow 975 pages, 141 plates, format 6 x Yinches (15 x 23 cm), clothbound, ISBNO-916984-48-6. To be published November 1999,

B G. SrAW: GENERAL Zo0L0GY: HERPETOLOGY + Pre-publication price to SSAR members US$60 « Institutions and non-members 18§75
H SEIPPING CoST PER Book: * USA address, add Us$3; non-USA address, add us$é

8 52% 0rDERS T0: Dr. Robert D. Aldridge, SSAR Publications Secretary, Depatment of Biology, Saint Louis University, 3507 Lackede Avernue, Sairt Louis, Missouri
63103-2010, USA (elephone: area code 314, 977-3916 or ~1710; fx: 314, 977-3658; e-mail: ssar@slucdu). Please make chocks payable 1o “SSAR.” Overseas orders
messt be paid in USA fizods using 2 draft drawn on American banks or by Intemational Money Order. Orders may also be charged to MasterCand or Visa (plesse provide
the socount namber and card expiration dake). SSAR membership information and a complete list of all Society publications can be obtained on request 1o Dr. Aldridge.

40

HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA
MEMBERSHIP FEES AS AT 1 JANUARY 1999

AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP

1 year membership R70.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus
10%.

3 year membership R190.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus
10%.

SCHOLARS MEMBERSHIP

1 year membership R50.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus
10%.

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP

DOLLAR PAYMENTS

1 year membership $30.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or
money order.

3 year membership $80.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or
money order.

Note: Please, no U.S. “postal” money orders, U.S. Dollar “Eurocheques” or

Rand Eurocheques. Members in Europe should submit the DM equivalent by
Eurocheque.

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS
1 year membership R180.00, Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or
money order.

3 year membership R480.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or
money order.

Owing to numerous banking problems, members are kindly requested not
to submit payments directly to any Building Society or Bank account. All
payments should be made out to the Herpetological Association of Africa and
be submitted directly to:

THE SECRETARY

HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA
P.O. BOX 20142

DURBAN NORTH 4016

SOUTH AFRICA



