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SCINCIDAE 

REPTILIA 
SAURIA 

DECEMBER 1999 

MELANOSEPS LONGICAUDA Tornier, 1900; Pangani Black Limbless Skink 
Tanzania, Muheza District, Manga Forest Reserve, 5° 02'S: 38° 47'E (053888), alti­

tude 240 metres; 26 August 1998; Frontier-Tanzania (a collaboration between the Univer­
sity of Dares Salaam and the Society for Environmental Exploration in UK); Natural His­
tory Museum of Zimbabwe NMZB 15665. Found during the excavation of a quadrat for 
millipedes in leaflitter in coastal forest. 

The specimen is broken in the middle, but measures ea. 64 + 22 mm. There are three 
supraoculars, four supraciliaries, two supralabials anterior to the subocular, 18 midbody 
scale rows, ea. 125 ventrals and 44 subcaudals. Colouration uniform black except for the 
pure white chin. 

This fossorial skink has not previously been collected this century. The two syntypes 
came from "Masailand" and "Karagwe am Pangani" (= Korogwe on the Pangani River] 
and Tornier reported 19 midbody scale rows and 118-120 ventrals (Brygoo & Roux­
Esteve, 1981 , Bull. Mus. natn. Hist. nat. Paris, 4e Ser., 3 (A): 1169-1191). The present 
specimen has a much shorter tail than the syntypes, but agrees in its small size. As the 
Manga Forest Reserve is only ea. 45 km northeast ofKorogwe, there seems little doubt that 
this specimen should be assigned to M. longicauda, which resembles M. rondoensis 
Loveridge, 1942, ofsoutheastem Tanzania in its small size (snout-vent length less than 100 
mm) and low ventral counts (114-127), rather than the two large East African species M. 
ater (Gtinther, 1873) and M. loveridgei Brygoo & Roux-Esteve, 1981, (snout-vent length 
more than I 00 mm; ventrals 130-168). 

Submitted by 
DONALD G. BROADLEY (Biodiversity Foundation for Africa, P.O. Box FM 730, Fa­
mona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.) 

SERPENTES 

COLUBRJDAE 

PROSYMNA LINEATA (Peters, 1871); Lined Shovel-snout 
Botswana - four localities: Kweneng district (1) Lentswelatau, north-east of Mole­

polole (24258D); I June 1986; J. de Graaf; Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe NMZB 
8306; (2) Lethakeng (2425AA); 25 October 1986; S. Spawls & J. De Graaf; NMZB 6674; 
(3) Gabane (2425DB); April 1987; F.W. Taylor; NMZB 8793; (4) Southern District, 
Jwaneng (2424DD) 22 & 23 December 1994; C.R. Tilsbury; NMZB 13892-3 (here sym­
patric with P. bivittata, NMZB 13894-5). All five specimens resemble the type, being dark 
brown to black above, each scale with a white apical spot (sec Branch, 1988, Field Guide 
to the snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Africa, pl. 29(3)]. All scale counts fall within 
the previously accepted range. 
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The specimens from Jwaneng extend the range 500 km west-south-west from the type 
locality (Broadley, 1990, FilzSimons · Snakes of Southern Africa, map 50). They also sug­
gest that P. lineata should be recognised as a full species, which is at least parapatric with 
P. sundevallii (A. Smith, 1849) in eastern Botswana There is a specimen of P. sundevallii 
in Vienna (NMW 19276) collected by Holub in "Bamangwalo-land". This specimen may 
well have come from Serowe, from where I have examined two specimens of P. lineata 
from the former "Insect Collection Serowe" of Per Forschhammer (?now in the National 
Museum of Botswana). One of these was black above with white-tipped scales; the other 
resembled many Zimbabwean specimens, being pale brown with dark longitudinal streaks 
and white flecks. Another zone of parapatry is in the Pietersburg area, as there are two 
specimens of P. sundevallii (TM 5452, PEM 1440/44) from Krabbefontein (2329DD), ad­
jacent to Matlale (2329DA), the type locality of P. lineata, while there is another P. 
lineata (TM 5445) from Woodbush (2330CC). So far no specimens have been seen which 
could be considered hybrids. 

Submitted by 
DONALD G. BROADLEY (Biodiversity Foundation for Africa, P.O. Box FM 730, Fa­
mona, Bulawayo. Zimbabwe.) 

SERPENTES/SAURIA 

COLUBRIDAE / SCINCIDAE 

PSAMMOPHIS BREV/ROSTRIS AND ACONT/AS SP: THE VALUE OF ROAD 
KILLS 
On 20 January 1992, whilst driving through the old Transkei, en route to Kosi Bay, GH 
stopped for a very flattened road kill near Marembeni, 23.4km SE of Mount Frere, Eastern 
Cape, in the valley of the Tina River, on the N2 road (31 °03 '00"S, 28°53 '30"E; 3 I 28BB). 
The specimens proved to be an adult Psammophis brevirostris brevirostris (for the taxo­
nomic status of this species see F. Brandstatter, 1996, Die Sandrennattern, Die Neue 
Brehm-Bucherei Bd. 636, Westarp Wissenschaften, Magdeburg, 142 pp). It had an obvious 
stomach content that proved to be an Acontias sp. The snake (PEM R6895) had an approxi­
mate snout-vent length 8 I 0 mm and 158 ventrals. The fragmentary remains of the skink 
(AJL 3989; Angelo Lambiris private collection, Durban) lacked the head, an indeterminate 
portion of the forebody, and the proximal region of the tail. The scales were in 18 rows at 
the approximate midbody region, and were dark brown with darker margins on the dorsum, 
and paler on the ventrum. Due to damage, it was not possible to determine the species. It 
may be either A. gracilicauda gracilicauda, which is recorded from Umtata (3128DB; D. 
Broadley and A. Greer, A revision of the genus Acontias Cuvier (Sauria: Scinicidae). Ar· 
no/dia Rhod. 4(26): 1-29, 1969), or A. poecilus, recorded from Leisure Bay (3 130Mb; 0 . 
Bourquin and A. Lambiris, A new species of Acontias Cuvier (Sauria: Scincidae) from 
southeastern Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa. Ann. Transvaal Mus. 36( 17): 223-227, 1996). 

An additional subadult specimen (PEM R7677) of P. b. brevirostris from the Eastern 
Cape, was collected from Kloara, lxopo District (30°07'S, 30°06'E; 3030AA), 24 Septem­
ber 1992 by GH and M. Burger. The only other recorded Eastern Cape specimen is from 
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Port St John (3129DA; Broadley (1990, FitzSimons ' Snakes of Southern Africa, rev. ed., 
Delta Books, Johannesburg, 386 pp). 

This report includes the second and third records, including the most s?ut~erly record, 
of P. b. brevirostris from the Eastern Cape. It is also the first record of this dmmal snake 
feeding on a large, fossorial skink. If the skink is A. poeci/us it is the first record for. t~e 
Eastern Cape Province, and the sixth known specimen; if it is A.g. graci/icauda then 1t 1s 
the most eastern record for the Province. This interesting discovery indicates the value of 
road kills! 

Submitted by 
w. R. BRANCH (Department of Herpetology, Port Elizabeth Museum, P.O. Box 13147, 
Humewood 5013, South Africa; pcmwrb@zoo.upe.ac.za) and G. V. HAAGNER (P.O. Box 

PUBLICATIONS FROM 
KOELTZ SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

The following titles ofherpetological interest are available from 

Koeltz Scientific Books, 
P.O. Box 1360, 
D•6 I 453 Konigstein, 
Germany. 

Fax: (+49) (0) 6174 937240 
e•mail: koeltz@t•online.de 
WWW: http://www/koeltz.com 

List 858. Prices are in Deutschmarks. Payment may be made by American Express, VISA 
or Eurocard/Mastercard. 

BOULENGER, G.A. Catalogue of the Batrachia Gradientia s. Caudata and Batrachia Apoda 
in the collection of the British Museum (Natural History). 2nd edition. London 1882. 
(Reprint). 9 plates, Vlll, 127 pp. gr8vo. Cloth (01 I 148) DM 40.00 

BOULENGER, G.A. Catalogue of the Batrachia Salientia s. Ecaudata in the collection of the 
British Museum (Natural History). 2nd edition. London 1882. (Reprint). 30 plates. 
XVI, 503 pp. gr8vo. Cloth. (011149) DM 136.00 

BOULENGER, G.A. Catalogue of the Lizards. 3 vols. in 2. 1885·1887. 96 pls. 1545 pp. 
gr8vo. Bound. Reprint. (000843) DM 540.00 

DAVID, P., & lNEICH, L Les serpents venimeux du mond: systematique et repartition. I 999. 
Dumerilia 3, 499 pp. (074983) DM 158.00 

KUCHLING, G. The Reproductive Biology of the Chelonia. 1998. (Zoophysiology, Vol. 38) 
87 figs., 3 tab., xii+212 pp. Hardcover. (073655) DM 269.00 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

An International Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology 
is launched 

International Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology was founded 1998 in 
Guelph, Canada. The profound interest among many professional and amateur herpetolo• 
gists in the history of their science or hobby was demonstrated in recent international her• 
petological meetings. The founders' conception was to launch a Society that can provide a 
forum for herpetologists, bibliophiles, .and historians of biology to meet and share their 
common interests. The initial founding group consisted of twelve persons. A constitution 
was laid down and an executive committee was elected. The Society is a not•for•profit or• 
ganization. 

Thus, the aims of the Society are to bring together individuals who have a serious interest 
in the history as well as the bibliography of herpetology and to support the spread of 
knowledge of these topics among members and the general public. Opportunities are ere• 
ated for the members to meet other people with the same interest and to extend and culti• 
vale their acquaintances. 

The Society will achieve its aims by organizing formal meetings with lectures, discussions 
and other similar activities. These meetings will normally be held in connection with other 
herpetological meetings, such as congresses with international participation. Activities that 
include visits to private and public libraries, museums, research stations, antiquarian book• 
shops &c. will be other means of assembly. The founders also feel that a dedicated channel 
for publishing papers in the disciplines is lacking. A printed bulletin with brief articles, 
essays, bibliographies and news of people and events in our field will therefore be a central 
pillar of the Society. This will, as demands arise, be supplemented by a less formal news• 
letter that will be distributed either as a leaflet or e•mail. 

The executive committee of five people is representing academic professionals, students 
and amateurs from Canada, Sweden and USA. The first bulletin was published in May 
1999. Meetings were held in Pennsylvania, USA later in the summer. Members as a group 
were invited to an exclusive presentation of the library of the Academy of Natural Sciences 
in Philadelphia. The Academy is the oldest extant Natural History Museum in the United 
States and its exceptional book and journal holdings in herpetology were displayed. 

Membership fee for two years (1999·2000 or 2000·200I) is US$30 (student $10) or life 
$300. Anyone interested in more information about the Society is invited to visit our web• 
site, www.teorekol.Ju.se/-rana/ISHBH, and contact us from there or write to International 
Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology, Box 2123, SE· 220 02 LUND, 
Sweden. 

Chairperson: Richard Wahlgren 
e•mail: Richard. Wahlgren@skanska.se 
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A New Facsimile Reprint from the Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles 

GEORGE SHAW'S "GENERAL ZOOLOGY" 
THE FIRST WORLD SUMMARY OF AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILF.S IN ENGLISH 

With a Systematic Review of Shaw's Nomenclature by Hobart M. Smith and Patrick David 

GEORGE.SHAW(1751-1813), 
an F.nglish naturalist who became 

Keeper of Zoology at lhe British Mu­
seum, isoneoflhemost familiarnames 
in herpetology. His volwne on am­
phibians and reptiles in his series 
"General Zoology" comprises the 
fJtStworldreviewofherpetologyin 
English. Shaw's book. published ' 

in 1802,covered432specieswhich t'_ .. > 
i:epresentalargefnctionoflhespe- ·:-•) "-• . 
cies known at lhe time. Of these, i 
Shaw described 1 O') as new and two 
doz.en of his taxasurvive, including 
someofthemostfamiliarspeciesin 
the world: Ambystoma maculanun, 
Rana catesbeiana, Ca,,cilia gracilis, 
GeocheloM radiata, Ctenosauraocan­
thura, Python regius, and Bitis nasicor­
nis. The text includes scientific and com­
mon names, extensive references to prcvi-

ous literature, natural history, and useful 
historical infonnation. The 141 plales 

( sec the samples at the bottom of this 
page) arc typical of the era: excel-

lent likenesses at their best, but 
sometimes amusing, fanciful, or 
even purloined from other 
works. Taken together, the text 

,:,,: and plates represent an authori­
tative and classic surv.ey at the 
startofthccenturyduringwhich 
herpetology became a science. 

Hobart M. Smith (Boulder)and 
·; Patrick David (Paris) provide an 

extensive introduction in which 
Shaw's species are correlated with 

modern taxa. Many of Shaw's 
names have not been previously syn­

onym ized. They also provide a 
comprehensive index to Shaw's names. 

S,«lfiatu,u:abow975 pages, U1 platu.formos6 x 9inchu( 15 x 23cm), clothbound. ISBN0--916984-48--6. To~piJ,lishidNovtmbtr 1999. 

IG. SBAW:GINUAL looUJGY: ffW'ffl)l.{)GY • l'le-publallm ,ruto~Altmemllrn ll$iO • laslM1iiclluad-.mcmbcn 1!$75 
I SB/HING COfT PU Boo1: • USA address, add l.6$.\; -.USA ad«as, add us$6 

ISI/IDIMID.t!tr. llr. RdxrtD. Aldrqe,SSAR N>lialions~.DeplllllmriBioogy,Sailt lJJio Unill!!Sity,3507Lod:A-. Sliduw, Miawri 
63l1B--2010, USA (rt/qlllmt: ... c:odt 314, 9n-39l6a- -1710;fex: 314, 9n-36S8; t-mllil: ~i Please a,ali,cl,ccbpoyal• : Ill "SSAlt" 0-..Cldrn 
-be pail in USA fund, UIU1 adrd diawnm Aam:an laia m by 1...........i Mooey Onler. Olbs may also be chq:d 10 Mlllr.iCad er VISA (pea po¥iolt 
oc_....,nlaidelpllli,odalt~SSARmenmcnlipinformmon andaa:mpca, lislri allSoaetypd>ic,Doascaabeduimf Ol"'1ft10 llr.AklridF-
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
MEMBERSHIP FEES AS AT 1 JANUARY 1999 

AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP 

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP 
1 year membership R70.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 

10%. 
3 year membership R190.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. DollM plus 

10%. 

SCHOLARS MEMBERSHIP 
1 year membership RS0.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 

10%. 

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP 

DOLLAR PAYMENTS 
1 year membership $30.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or 

money order. 
3 year membership $80.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or 

money order. 
Note: Please, no U.S. "postal" money orders, U.S. Dollar "Eurocheques" or 

Rand Eurocheques. Members in Europe should submit the DM equivalent by 
Eurocheque. 

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS 
1 year membership R180.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or 

money order. 
3 year membership R480.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or 

money order. 

Owing to numerous banking problems, members are kindly requested not 
to submit payments directly to any Building Society or Bank account. All 
payments should be made out to the H erpetological Association of Africa ilnd 
be submitted directly to: 

THE SECRET ARY 
HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
P.O. BOX 20142 
DURBAN NORTH 4016 
SOUTii AFRICA 


