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of South American and Malagasy boine snakes: molecular evidence 
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Vences, M., Glaw, F., Kosuch,J., Das, I. & Veith, M. 2000. Polyphyly of 
Tomopterna (Amphibia: Ranidae) based on sequences of the 
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observations on the herpetofauna of Djibouti) 
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Webb, J.K., Branch, W.R., & Shine, R. 2001. Dietary Habits and 
Reproductive Biology of Typhlopid Snakes from Southern Africa. J. 
He,petol. 35(4): 558-567. 

Wieczorek, A.M., Drewes, R.C. & Channing, A. 2001. Phylogenetic 
relationships within the Hypero/ius viridiflavuJ complex (Anura: 
Hyperoliidae), and comments on taxonomic status. Amphibia-Reptilia 
22: 155-166. 

Whiting, M. 2002. Field experiments on intersexual differences in predation 
risk and escape behaviour in the lizard P/atyJaums broadlryi. Amphibia
Reptilia 23(1): 122-124 

Wilms, T. & Bohme, W. 2000. A new UromaJtyx species from south-eastern 
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Books, Theses and Reports 
Branch, W.R. 2001. Everyone'! Guide to Snake! of Southern Africa, revised ed. 

Stroik Publishers, Cape Town, 112p. 
Channing, A. 2001. Amphibian! of Central and Southern Africa. Protea 

Bookhouse, Pretoria, 470p. 
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Slabbert, S. 2001. The role of tortoises in Thicket Vegetation in the Eastern 
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Elizabeth. 

Spawls, S., Howell, K., Drewes, R. & Ashe, J. 2001. A Field Guide to the 
Reptiles of East Africa. Academic Press, London, 543p. 

Visagie, L. 2001. Grouping behaviour in the armadillo lizard, Corc!Jlus 
cataphractus. M.Sc. thesis, Department of Zoology, University of 
Stellenbosch. 

Book Reviews 
Barts, M. 2000. Chamaeleo ca!Jptratus, Das Jemenchamaleon. In: Saun·a 22(4): 

46. 
Bauer, A.M. 2001. Amphibians and Reptiles ofMadaga.ffar and the Masmrene, 

Seychelles, and Comoro Islands by F-W Henkel and W. Schmidt, Krieger 
Pub!. Co., Florida, 2000. In: Herpetol. Rev. 32(2): 141-142. 

Onderstall, J. 2002. The South Afn·can Tortoise Book. A Guide to southern African 
tortoises, terrapins and turtles. by R.C. Boycott and O.Bourquin, privately 
pub!. 0. Bourquin, 2001. In: Veld & Flora, March 2002, p35. 

Sievert, I. 2000. Chameleons: Nature's Hidden Jewels by Patr Necas. Edition 
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NEW MILLENIUM BOOKS 

The following reptile journals were recently acquired by Andrew 
Isles Natural History Books. The sets are complete, in very good 
condition and bound. For further information try their website at: 
www.Andrewlsles.com/ search.htm 

[17046) Copeia, volumes 1-59. Ann Arbor: 19132001. Octavo, 59 volumes. 
Binder's dark blue cloth, minor fading and rubbing to some of the early 
volumes, the first 54 volumes with the owner's name Ruthven (Alexander G. 
Ruthven), a very good set. AU$8000.00 
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[17047) Herpetologica, volumes 1-22. Chicago: 1936-2001. Octavo, 21 
volumes. Binders dark green cloth (except volume 22), a very good set 
AU$4500.00 

[17048) Journal of Herpetology, volumes 1-17. Athens: 1968-2001. Octavo, 
17 volumes. Binder's royal blue cloth and gilt lettering, a fine set A 0$4000.00 

[13361] Henderson, Robert W. Neotropical treeboas: natural history of the 
Coral/us hortu/anus complex. Melbourne FL: 2002. Octavo, dustwrapper; 197 
pp., colour photographs, other illustrations. AU$110.00. An overview of the 
biology of a single species of neotropical tree boa. 

RECENTLY RELEASED AND SOON TO BE RELEASED TITLES 
KRIEGER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

,,,TAD~ou:s-oF sourii-EASTERNAUSTRAT,IA: A Gulde With Keva 
, l,y Marl/Iii Aii,,tLi . , , , . , , • 

,,,., °".Ii• Ed. '2002 . , · 281 pp. ISBN l-876)34-63·0 Cloth $44.50 
·, ,:; .\'. , Th11 ~l°"ndbteaklng work on the identifi0111lon uf tadpol•~ rcpresenlll on ideal synth...;, of rcicooe ond 

·. • :'-• . _nll!W'IIJ history that win_ encnunige !'<>'1'. aibftrour and pmfe~onal IO·obtlen,: Rnd moniror declining frog 
,fauna, TM bo6k I• de!rigned rnr111e 6oth mtbe field and the labo111iory for 1he idcntifica1ion of tadpoles nn<l 

, , ' , fros ens. 'ii dcacri~ 84 .pccie,, including 30 spcci~nevcr dtscrib<d ebc:wbert. The first part of the book 
'11'.:~rovldet ~i!r IM!fvieM ot_f'rag. cla111rrcalion, "-lopmental-stage1 and tonservat1m1· i!IIIUCO. -Part 2 in
~ eludes !UI 1denUfic;at1on key:fbl' tadpolct and another for egga.and t!lllbryo!I. It lncluclct il'ilc:ctlon on collect-

.·• 1- ,'· . , ·U~g·tadpolttr and misl_ng tl\en\ tn _captivlt)'•to confinn Jdentity. Part 3 pn1Yides ck.1aJled,'.lliu!ltrnte,~ apecic, 
de>enptions,o(lld~les 11nd ~dull /rogJ, mfh dlsfrlbutian mnpslor each specie,. The book lnclucte. 268. fuD•_eoloi:.i,li«ograph, 
~nd more t~an 300 lme dra"'.'np. Tad/JOI""_ o/S<H11_h-m,tl!rll A,urm/ia sets a new benchmark for rigonl\ls t1txonomlc work. Pub-
lished by New Holland Pubhshent, Anslnilut.' (Avo,/ab(e through Kr/,gtr Puh/l,hlng C(lllt['(1n.v.) . 

--f~<F .. '!"•,._.,_..,,.-{l:>" ·;':'.} ·T't",.·..,_ •• • ~ •" •. '• 

· LlFE;IlOVE,AND REPTILES: An Aotobil'lfWphy or SIM,rman A. Minton, Jr~ M.O. 
1?i-; Shmn11tl A-. Mlnf<Jn, Jr. · ' . • 

':lJ,edtieJ ~ )]reek Dortliolomcw .. 
''"l')tfj'.:Ed.12001''•' .• ' ··23G w: ISBN 1-57524-172--2 C.1orh $24.50 
:l- lif_thlil lwlot,Minton IIIIDf!!s 1bme of his many cxperieocos, from being on a navy •hip whon it was bil by" 

'' ·?:~~~:l~~•.to d(v1ns ~~ $ta snakes in !"" Soulh. P-,ci~c; ch .. ing gocka1 ,in·the Sind- l:>eurt on<I 
l-~~IJ ro;'l'lc wl,111 ~!cu cf1~<e11 in Ctntrwl AmeriCII. 'fhis 1s a·modcst account oftM, fliil nnd c,,citing 
1,IJ'}lt\i d(\h~,:sflled•miil'ffJlW'l.ciiin'f fath~ 6f modern Indiana herpetology; cxp<."11 hrtmiinolngy, •ca •Mkcs. 
•:i.'~ ililike bll(1.anif dc.-otcd hiubanl/ and fllther. The life ond career of \his unusual inlm \YCfC fa.scinnting. 

' . 'ii.!1'"1 ::'.' \ '! "i~Jttp In New Albany,_a Slllllll t°""! ~his be!~ "'°thcrn lndlw, he decided rri!iocomc i'herpotolo
g,sL•l1i,: t,~r, I U.S',,Senator, dl_~ !Jf ~11 ~•r ~boie6 And'p'e his SOIi the oprion o, becoming a lawyer or a mcdiCII I 
doc~lnron chose the lattef.TJir®iJ,011~f o(liffa 11'11Yell/ Minmn collected lnfotnllld6n about'an,phiblllil~ and reptile.<, •nd 
publ~shed~ tllan 150 ~ftlU\j(tcil p(ip(m ll\d.bl56b/ l\,,'6 popular books, Ji,nm,11>1<1 Rtpllles·and Gilfnf .Rq,tll,-., cooulhoo."1 
hy_h10;wlf!'~f!~1Mg !!Qtsta_nt, ~lldg,, lhnhetf<J!d Mib!O!'; ,have bttn olaplc& for the )'Ollnger generndon or Mrpcrologists. He 
alSo '\l'rtJ!e·ef <;l;~rrt6t11/on 10· the,H/>f/WtoltJflji tifWe,f,Pok/mut; which N!malna the most dcfiniti,.., book on tl1e 8Qhjcct to dntc. 

• !" • '., ,~,-·"".:.: ~ .. j -~ ~. ,·. . . 

. ~JJ-,qu~nttp_fmo., moit:liid~!mi'f,~f,t~t.ff"ll,~{t{j/n,,et;,l11i;,;.t11xl,noll'1:J' 11ntl m,didn, 1,f (ii• pn.'11 ~n yrars,>Y'JU•III . 
_n, In mri·tlrh l+'IJndt,ful bl1o1t.•-Snnamn H,rp,mt,,g!,1 . . '. . 

"".:'..•••\ ' . ,, 

n1-nscl1rllflnx bfHJA, lurrtl lo put iow,c. A 111Usi for •nyofle lnit!tWSttd in repfila"-A.ninu,I." E:cntic mu/ Sma/J ,\lagntim1 
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PRESS RELEASES 
Russian rat snakes hatch at the Pretoria Zoo 
Five Russian rat snakes hatched at the National Zoo, Pretoria, South Africa on 
15 January 2002. They are a welcome addition to the reptile collection at the 
zoo. 
The Russian rat snake has often been called the friendliest of the larger snakes. 
It is native to the wetlands and farmlands where small rodents abound. 
They are commonly found in Russia, especially in the areas aroundrivers, as 
well as in Korea, China and Mongolia. These snakes lay between six and 14 
eggs per year and can attain a total length of 2.Sm. 

Frogs, frogs ..... everywhere! 
6 March 2002 
The National Zoological Gardens of South Africa had added eight new dart
poison arrow to the collection already housed at the zoo. 
What makes these small frogs so extraordinary is the fact that their skin' 
secrete such a strong poison as to cause rapid death! Dart-poison arrow frogs 
are only found in Central and South America where the Indians have extracted 
poison from their bodies for use on the tips of theor blow-darts for many 
years. The newest arrivals include blue dart-poison frogs, two yellow and black 
dart-poison frogs and two green and black dart-poison frogs. These frogs were 
brought to South Africa from Europe. 
Blue-dart-poison frogs are extinct in their natural habitat due to rapid 
deforestation in the Amazon. 

Basilisk hatches at Pretoria Zoo, South Africa 
6 March 2002 
Another splendid reptile to be hatched at the Pretoria zoological gardens is a 
basilisk. All species of basilisk live in tropical America. These iguana lizards 
always live among shrubs and tress near water onto which they drop the 
moment they are disturbed. The animal ma.y go straight to the bottom of the 
water and stay there for a while, surfacing only when the intruder or 
disturbance has had time to move· away. 
It may also run across the surface of the water with its body held semi-erect. 
There can be little doubt that the basilisk's lightweight bidy, as well as the 
spread of the mong-fringed toes, is important in this act of running across the 
water. In certain parts they are referred to as the Jesus Christ lizard! 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

MEMBERSHIP FEES As OF 1 APRIL 2001 

AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP 

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP 

1 year membership Rl00.00. Submit in Rand 

3 year membership R270.00. Submit in Rand 

SCHOLAR: 
1 year membership R70.00. Subm~t in Rand. 

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP 

DOLLAR PAYMENTS 
1 year membership $30.00. Submit in US Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 

3 year membership $80.00. Submit in US Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 

Note: Please, no U.S. "postal" money orders, U.S. Dollar "Eurocheques" or Rand Euro
cheques. Members in Europe should submit the DM equivalent by Eurocheque. 

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS 
1 and 3 year memberships - Rand equivalent of US$ rate payable by bankers draft or money 
order (NOT postal order). 

Owing to numerous banking problems, members are kindly requested not to submit 
payments directly to any Building Society or Bank Account. All payments should be made out 
to the Herpetological Association of Africa and be submitted directly to: 

THE SECRETARY 
HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
DEPARTMENT OF HERPETOLOGY, 
TRANSVAAL MUSEUM, 
P.O. BOX 413, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA 0001 
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