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Subjects and moderators of symposia will be announced well in
advance so that potential participants can volunteer. The meeting
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will be open to all persons. Registration will begin 1 January 1988.

For further details and mail listing, write: Dr. lan R. Swingland,
World Congress of Herpetology, Rutherford College, University of

Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7NX, United Kingdom. Cltizen Reporter
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TIMOTHY R. HALLIDAY (UK.) : breed freely and create

Sponsoring organizations and individuals are welcome. For
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Funding and Sponsorship.
A major conference of this sort requires funding from outside sources if registration costs are to be kept
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started hatching last
Sunday in the Transvaal
Snake Park, belong to
an endangered snake
species which is almost
extinct in many areas of
the highveld.

tor, Richard Boycott,
said the snakes were of-
ten killed by people who
thought they were dan-
gerous. In some cases
they were mistaken for
green mambas (they be-
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as they get older) and
killed.

The Aurora house
snake, feeds on lizards,
rats and mice. ‘“They
are very useful to con-
serve,” said Mr Boy-
cott.
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reasonable and some travel grants are to be provided. Accordingly, two groups have been appoinied.
The Earl of Cranbrook has agreed to establish a U.K. Committee of Patrons, comprising the leading
naturalists and many public figures, a group that, among other functions, will assist in fund raising. lan
Swingland, the conference director, has established a U.K. National Executive Committee, one arm of
which will handle fund raising.

The Snake Park
breeds many harmless
snakes, like the red-
lipped herald, the mole
snake, the water snake
and the wolf snake, and
many of these hatchi-
ings are released in un-
disturbed areas in order
to “put something back
Into nature’.

Thus, fund-raising activities in the United Kingdom are well organized and doubtless will be effective.
However, we hope in addition to raise funds outside the U.K. I ask you, therefore, to send me the
names and addresses of any academic organizations, commercial firms, or others to whom [ could make
an appeal for funds.

Clearly we will want travel awards to go to the most needy individuals. How do we define "needy.”
Should persons in symposia or other official activities be given preference? Students? People from
certain countries or long distances? Should an international commuttee be established to supervise these
awards? Your advice will be appreciated.

These hatchlings of
the Aurora house
snake were released
into the veld this
week by the Trans-
vaal Snake Park cu-
rator, RICHARD
BOYCOTT.
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