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A COMBINED HOOK 
FOR HANDLING SMALL 

VENOMOUS SNAKES 
There are many devices for handling ven

omous snakes and all !,ave a double function: 
To pi event the handler from being bitten and 
to avoid inIury to the snake. Several satisfac
to ry 111stru rnents for handling adult venom
ous snakes have been reported (Gillingham 
et al 1983. Freed and Freed 1983; King and 
Duvall 1984. Fuhrman 1975) H o wever. devi
ces for handling juvenile or smaller species of 
venomous snakes have not been reported. 
This paper describes a new. combined hook 
that was developed for handling newborn 
and/ or small-bod ied venomous snakes under 
laborato, y cond1 t1ons 

The tool (Fig 1) ,s constructed by m o d1fy-
1ng a steel fencing foil and consists of three 
ma,n parts 

1 The 'hook end .. This part ,s flat tened and 
cu rved so that ,t ,s easy to insert under the 
body for elevation of the specimen. 

2 The .. body .. Behind the hook is a straight 
cy lindrical section. covered with ru bber tub
ing This portion ,s used to gently press the 
snake's head onto the substra te before grasp
ing by hand . 

3 Tt1e .. oar end ... Th,s part 1s flattened and 
resembles a small OM having a double-angled 
neck Its function ,s to 11ft the snake's neck up 
between the fingers during the grasping pro
cess (Fig 2) This ,s important because i t is 
often difficult to pick up a small snake with 
the fingers 

After 1mrnobilizing the snake with the 
rubber-covered section. the "oar .. is used to 
lift the head into a better position between the 
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Figure 1. Overall view and dimensions of the snake hook. The snake's head is immobilized 
by pressing wi th part o f the tool covered by rubber tubing 
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fingers (Fig. 3) . This makes it unnecessary to 
grasp the snake with fingernails or fingertips 
or having to exert too great a force in the 
process. Pressing the soft tissues of the neck 
against the vertebrae could easily result in 
trauma. 

The various angles of the tool are important 
in providing comfort and balance. During the 
whole procedure, the longest section of the 
tool is gripped. While pressmg down the 
snake's head or slipping the oar under the 
head, the end being used should be parallel to 
the substrate. At the same time, the articula
tions of the hook-grasping fingers should 
also contact the substrate, providing easier 
coordination of the tool and greater control 
over the degree of pressure bemg applied to 
the snake's head (Fig 1 ). 
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Figure 2. The oar end Is slipped under the 
head- neck region of the snake, as the latter is 
pressed down between the fingers 

F'9ure 3. After slight release o f pressure on 
the neck. the snake can be raised so a firmer 
grip can be applied on the neck and head. 
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CHERNOBYL = QYB ~~~bQ~!e 0I Bl~r1 

Request for information: • 
I and several other chelonia-breeders on the Continent (Belgium 
and East and West Germany) have observed an extremely high 
mortality-rate of near-term foetuses in eggs laid by captive 
Chelonia after the first week of May 1986. In most cases the 
mortality rate was as high as 100%. 

In some cases the dead foetus has not shown any external 
deformation at all. In other cases, the foetus showed retarded 
development, lack of pigmentation · in the skin of the head and 
part of the front- and hindlimbs.Sometimes in combination with 
strongly swollen neck or partial development of the brain on the 
top of the skull.In several cases reported from East-Germany most 
of the foetuses showed multiple, often severe deformations. 

As these unusual results seem to have occurred rather frequently 
and over such a wide-spread area and all appeared during the 
same time, the belief has risen that there may be a connection 
with the nuclear disaster earlier this year in Russia.An 
additional fact of importance seems to be that species feeding on 
vegetable matter seem to be more affected than those fed on 
things like commercial pet foods. 

As this could be a matter of considerable importance it should be 
investigated and it is therefore necessary to gather as many 
observations as possible from as wide an area as possible. 
Programmes to gather this information have already started in 
West Germany, East Germany, Holland and Belgium.It would be 
greatly appreciated if breeders in England would cooperate and 
report back their experiences, regardless of the fact whether 
their observations confirm ours, or contradict them. 

If it is true that captive chelonia are affected then it must be 
true for chelonia in the wild.Therefore, · observations on 1986 
hatchlings of European species in the wild are also of 
importance. , ..................................................................................... . 
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John Coborn draws on a wealtlf of experience to 
advise on the sensible selection and care of captive 
snakes and lizards. The high quality illustrations, 
make this a beautiful as-well as informative book, 
invaluable for both the beginner and experienced 
herpetologist. 
The most popular and readilly available species are 
described with detailed information about indi
vidual r~uirements. Every aspect of captive husband
ry - hooting, lighting, fee-ding, hygiene and vet. 
care is expl.ained in full. There is a chapter on cap
tive breeding, particularly important tcxlay in view 
of the pressing need to conserve species in the wild. 

208pp, 234x1S6mm, colour photographs, 
Available November R89-SO 
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WORLD CONGRESS OF HERPETOLOGY 

The World Congress of Herpetology announces the 

FIRST WORLD CONGRESS OF 
HERPETOLOGY 

11-19 September 1989 
at the University of Kent, Canterbury (U.K.) 

This international congress will be the first of a series occurring at 
regular intervals at venues around the world. Such a meeting will 
enable all persons interested in herpetology to meet and exchange 
information to promote the advance of knowledge and the 
conservation of the world's amphibians and reptiles. The congress 
will consist of topical symposia, poster sessions, plenary speakers, 
workshops, displays, excursions, and meetings of ancillary groups. 
Subjects and moderators of symposia will be announced well in 
advance so that potential participants can volunteer. The meeting 
will be open to all persons. Registration will begin 1 January 1988. 

For further details and mail listing, write: Dr. Ian R. Swingland, 
World Congress of Herpetology, Rutherford College, University of 
Kent, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7NX, United Kingdom. 

Sponsoring organizations and individuals are welcome. For 
further details write: Dr. Marinus S. Hoogmoed, Rijksmuseum van 
Natuurlijke Historie, Postbus 9517, 2300 RA Leiden, The 
Netherlands. 

Funding and Sponsorship. . . . . . 
A major conference of this sort requires funding from outside sources 1f reg1strat1on costs are 10 be kepi 
reasonable and some travel grants are to be provided. Accordingly, two groups have_ been appointed. 
The Earl of Cran brook has agreed to establish a U.K. Committee of Patrons, compnsing the_ leading 
natural ists and many public figures, a group that, among other functions, will assist m fund raising. Ian 
Swingland, the conference director, has established a U.K. National Executive Committee, one arm of 
whic h will handle fund raising. 

Thus, fund-raising activities in the United Kingdom are well organized and doubtless will be effective. 
However, we hope in addi tion to raise funds outside the U.K. I ask you, therefore, to send me 1hc 
rwmcs and addresses of any academic organizations, commercial firms, or others lO whom I could maJ..e 
an appeal for funds. 

Clearly we will want travel awards to go_ to lhe mos_t needy _individuals. How do we define "needy." 
Should persons in symposia or other official acuv1ue_s be given preference? Students? People from 
certain countries or long distances? Should an mtemat1onal commmee be established to supervise these 
awards? Your advice will be appreciated. 

Secretary-Genera/ 
KRAIG ADLER 
Cornell University 
Section of Neurobiology and Behavior 
Ithaca, New York 14853- 0240 (U.S.A) 

Treasurer 
MARINUS S. HOOG MOED 
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie 
Postbus 9517 
2300 RA Leiden (Netherlands) 

Executive Committee 
DONALD G . BROADLEY 
The National Museum, Bulawayo (Zimbabwe) 

ROBERT L. CARROLL 
McGill University, Montreal (Canada) 

GUSTAVO CASAS.ANDREU 
Univers1dad Nacional Aut6noma, Mexico (Mexico) 

JOSE M. CEt 
Universida d Nacional, Cordoba {Argentina) 

HAROLD G . COGGER , 
The Australian Museum, Syd.ney (Australia) I 
J . C . DANIEL 
Bombay Natural History Soc1ety, Bombay (India) 

ILYA S. DAREVSKY 
A cademy of Sciences, Leningrad (U.S.S.R.) 1 
RAINER GONTHER 
Zoologisches Museum, Berhn (German D.R. ) 

TOSHIJIRO KAWAMURA 
Hiroshima University, Hiroshima (Japan) 

MICHAEL R. K. LAMBERT 
c/ o Tropical Developmen1 and 
Research Institute, London (U.K.) 

BENEDETTO LANZA 
Museo Zoologico de " La Specola." Firenze (Italy) 

HUBERT SAINT GIRONS 
Universite Pierre et Marie Curie. Pans (France} 

P. E. VANZOLINI 
Universidade de Sao Paulo. Sao Paulo (Brazil) 

DAVID B. WAKE 
University of Califorma, Berkeley (U.S A.) 

ZHAO ERMI 
Academia Sinica, Chengdu (China) 

International Herpetological Committee 
JEAN-LOUIS AMIET (Cameroon) 
E. N . ARNOLD (U.K.) 
IBRAHIM BARAN (Turkey) 
WILLY BE<;:AK (Brazil) 
BEN D. BELL (New Zealand) 
JAMES P. BoGART (Canada) 
WOLFGANG B•HM E (F .R. Germany) 
WILLIAM R. BRANCH (South Africa) 
E. R. BRYGOO (France) 
0. GY. DELY (Hungary) 
ALAIN DUBOIS (France) 
WILLIAM E. D UELLMAN (U.S.A) 
RICHARD ESTES (U.S.A.) 
J. RAMON FORMAS (Chile) 
ION E. FUHN (Romania) 
HAJIME FUKADA (Japan) 
CARL GANS (U.S.A.) 
BRIAN GROOMBRIDGE (U.K.) 
TIMOTHY R. HALLIDAY (U.K.) 
HAROLD HEATWOLE (Australia) 
RENE E. HONEGGER (Switzerland) 
ROBERT F . INGER (U.S.A.) 
M . S. KHAN (Pakistan) 
KONRAD KLEMMER (F.R. Germany) 
ABDEM R. lANCINI V. (Venezuela) 
R . F . LAURENT (Argentina) 
JEAN LESCURE (France) 
MURRAY J. LITTLEJOHN (Australia) 
SHOU-HSIAN MAO (China) 
JUAN P. MARTiNEZ RICA (Spain) 
MARIAN Ml. YNARSKI (Poland) 
GORAN NILSON (Sweden) 
GEORGES PASTEUR (France) 
ARMAND DE RICQLES (France) 
OLIVIER RIEPPEL (Switzerland) 
BORJA SANCHiZ (Spain) 
JAY M. SAVAGE (U.S.A.J 
YOSHIO SAWAI (Japan) 
ZDENf!:K V. SPINAR (Czechoslovakia) 
N. N. SZCZERBAK (U.SS.R ) 
LEONID P. TATARINOV (U.S S.R.) 
FRANZ TIEDEMANN (A ustria) 
TING HAN-PO (China) 
MICHAEL J. TYLER (Australia) 
GARTH UNDERWOOD (U.K.) 
YEHUDAH L. WERNER (Israel) 
ROMULUS WHITAKER (India) 
SUH-YUNG YANG (South Korea) 
GEORGE R. ZUG (U.S.A.) 
RICHARD G. ZWEIFEL (U.S.A.) 
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Mr R.B. Powell 
R.R. 4 Box 7 
Marion 
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U.S.A. 

Mrs T .J. Sone 
Botshabello Nature Reserve 
P .0. Box 14 
MIDDELBURG 
1050 

Mnr. R. van Zyl 
Kogelstraat 27 
MIDDELBURG 
1050 
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Citizen Reporter 
SIX harmless Aurora 
house snakes were re
leased into the veld near 
Halfway House this 
week so they could 
breed freely and create 
a healthier ecological 
balance. 

The snakes, which 
started hatching last 
Sunday in the Transvaal 
Snake Park, belong to 
an endangered snake 
species which is almost 
extinct in many areas of 
the highveld. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
Mr£. Wallikewitz 
Pehler-HUlle 32 
D-5040 BRUHL / RHElNL 
WEST GERMANY 

Mr Muller-Doblies 
Paulsenstr 47a 
1000 - BERLIN 
WEST GERMANY 

Mev. G.N. Smit 
Towoomba Navorsingstasie 
Privaatsak X 1615 
WARMBAD 
0480 

Mnr. C.M. van Ginkel 
Posbus 2254 
PRETORIA 
U001 

Mr G. Vogel 
Weilandstr / (at Ramm) 
D-6900 HElOELBURG 
WEST GERMANY 
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Six snakes 
sli tb er 'back 
intu nature' 

The Snake Park cura
tor, Richard Boycott, 
said the snakes were of
ten killed by people who 
thought they were dan
gerous. In some cases 
they were mistaken for 
green mambas (they be-

I 

come greenish in colour 
as they get older) and 
killed. 

The Aurora house 
snake, feeds on lizards, 
rats and mice. "They 
are very useful to con
serve," said Mr Boy
cott. 

The Snake Park 
breeds many harmless 
snakes, like the red• 
lipped herald, the mole 
snake, the water snake 
and the wolf snake, and 
many of these hatch1-
ings are released in un
disturbed areas in order 
to "put something back 
into nature". 

These hatchllngs of 
the Aurora house 
snake were released 
Into the veld this 
week by the Trans
vaal Snake Park cu
rator, RICHARD 

BOYCOTT. 
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