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OF AFRICA

This is the second in the recently initiated 'Newsletbter'. It containsg
news on recent appointments, job vacancies, new books (with discounts}),
herpetological grants, ete. It is what a 'Newsletter' should contain. Any
member with news for his fellow herpetologists is invited to send details to
me for inclusion in the next HAA 'Newsletter'.

The next issue of the 'Journal' is dependent upon the submission of suitable
manuscripts. At the moment only cne has been accepted, and another is being
reviewed. I don't believe that so little research is done by our members.
The temptation, obviously , is to send original research for publicatilon in
the more prestigious Journals (Scuth African Journal of Zoolopy, llerpetologica,
Copeia, Journal of Herpetology, etc.). This is natural. Dut the HAA Journal
is what you the members make it. It can only be as gocd as the articles
submitted. I have tried to improve its appearance, and the quality of
printing. With our limited funds, howcver, only so much is possible. The
Journal needs to appear regulary, if it is to maintain, let alone improve
membership. Only with the latter will increased funds be avallable for
another step in the evolution of the Journal. Do you feel the 'Journal' is
going the wight way, but comes out teo infrequently? Then if so, ask
yourself - WHY? I'll expect your MS soon!

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions for 1984 arc now due: African members: RS p.a.
Other countries: UHI0 p.a.
Encourage your friends to Jjoin. Support the Association.
Please pay promptly and, where possible, in South Alrican

CUTTENcy.

BACK ISBUES

A limited number of back issues of th HAA Journal 25-29 are
available at R2-00 each. Members having back issues they no
longer need, may wish to donate them to the Editor for resale
to new members. There is a constant demand for early issues,

particularly from new institutions subseribing to the Journal.

Bditor: Bill Branch, Porl Ilizabebth Museun,
P.O. Box 13147, Humewood 6013, Scuth Africa




NOTES

Herpetology of Africa (Review)

A.A. Journal 29),

Since I reviewed Herpetology of Africa by K.R.G. Welch (
I have been locking into the taxcnomy of Lygodactylus an
noted that two of the taxa listed in my review had earii
in synonymy by Pasteur (41964b) and should therefore be d
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L. angularig dysmicus Perret is a synonym of L. gutturalis (Bocage)

%. angularis paurospilus Laurent is a synonym of L. angularis heeneni
itte.

Colour Change in Lygodactylus capensis

In the early 1960's, I received reports of 'green geckos' on buildings at
Beira, Mocambigque. This led to speculation on the possibility of a
species of Phelsuma having been introduced at the port, with freight.

I solved the mystery in November 1962, while staying at the Estoeril
Holiday Camp. The Cape Dwarf Gecko, Lygodactylus ¢. capensis was very
common on the whitewashed or pastel-coloured walls of the chalets. These
geckos were very pale grey in the sun. During the day, many geckos

descended to forage for food in the grass. When disturbed, they ran back
up the wall, but were now definitely light green in colour! This species
is capable of a wide range of colour change, from almost white, through
various shades of grey and brown to almost black, but I have never again
come across a population that had the ability to turn green. I would

be interested to hear from any H.A.A. member who has observed this
phenocmenon.

D.G. BROADLEY, National Museum, P.0. Box 240, Bulawajyo, ZIMBABWE.
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Venom More
Expensive Than Gold

he venom of certain spiders,
insects and snakes is thou-
sands of times more precious
than gold. Gold is selling for
$400 to $500 an ounce. Compare that
to these prices for an ounce of some
venoms:
Western black widow, $2,360,000
Bumble bee, 51,134,000
Boomslang (snake), $283,500
Scorpion, $276.412
North American coral snake, $55,712
Erabu sea snake, 542,859
Indian krait (snake), $13.835
Before you start milking your pet
common Indian cobra for its venom
($9072 per ounce). you should know
that it will take dozens of milkings to
accumnuiate an ounce. Moreover, you
will have to wail about three weeks
between milkings—it can take that
long for a snake to replenish its supply.
Besides that, the limited market for
venom in the U.S. is supplied by pro-
fessional labs and chemical companies.

Floawxd H Nenth

Hospitals and labs buy venom for
medical and research purposes. For
one thing. itis used to make antivenin
to treat poisonous bites. Fortunately.
antivenins do not have to be species-
specific. Antivenin from tiger snakes,
for example, also works against ven-
om from several other snakes. In the
past. doctors treated such diseases as
leprosy and epilepsy with venom. Now'
they employ it to alleviate pain, to
stop blood from clotting and in the
treatment of other disorders. Venom
is also used in cancer and biochemical
research,
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PROSPECTIVE M.Sc. STUDENTS

OPPORTUNITY “o

HERPETOLOGISY

RESEARCH

A graduate is required to do research in the field of Herpetology. The successfull
candidate will have to choose a research project concerning aspects such as either the
Ecalogy, Environmental physiology, Anatomy or Taxonomy of any Reptile or
Amphibian occurring in the Q.F.8. The rescarch results can be used to obtaina M.Se.
degree at any South African University.

QUALIFICATION

Candidates must be in the possession of a B.Sc. (Hons.) degree with Zoology as a
major. A driving licence is essential and the successfull candidate must be prepared to
cenduct field work.

The salary will depend on qualifications and experience.
BENEFITS

The Museum offers a wide range of benefits, including: a 13th cheque as a bonus,
housing subsidy, adequate leave {including duys between Xmas and New Year),
flexitime, medical and pension schemes, stay and travel expenses when doing field
work, the use of a vehicle pool,

INTERESTED?

Apply by prescribed form obtainable from the Head of your Department and post to,
The Director, National Museum, Bloemfontein 9300 or contact Mr J.H. van Wyk at
(051)-79609 if you need more information or application forms,

NATIONAL - —~@— MUSEUM
BLOEMFONTEIN

JOB
'OPPORTUNIT

7o “~HERPETOLOGY L

A R%-m::rch‘ ,‘\.-.-si.\_l:mt is required to assist the Herpetologist with his research projects. The successful
candidiate will muinly do field and laboratory work.Additianally he “she will have the responsibility of the
current Herpetological collection and the husbandry of lite ammals kept for exhibition purpusc;.

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS

I jlhc Biolagy of the femoral plands of the Cordilis polvzonts,

2 Lhe repraductive biology of the female lizard Cord fis podizones.
3. The male reproductive evele of the lizard Ay atra.

4. The ecology of the lizard Cordvlus giganreus.
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past-rmatric qualification will be recommenduble (especially Nature
he salary will depend on qualification and experience, i

QUALIFICATION

Senior Sertificate, but any
Conservation Diploma). 1

BENLFITS
The Museum offers & wide range of benefits, including o 13th che

adeguate leave Gincluding days between Xmas and New Year), Hexitim
and travel expenses when doing lield sork.

que as a bonus, @ housing subsidy,
. medical and pension schemes, stay
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-society for the study of amphibians and reptiles

PUBLISHER OF
THL JOUHNAL OF T IWRE TOLOGY * FACSIMILL REPRINTS 1N LRSI TOLOGY *
HERPETOLOGICAL REVIEW * THE CATALOGUE OF AMERICAN AMPHIBIANS
AND REPTILES - HERPETOLOGICAL CIRCULARS

SSAR GRANTS-IN-HERPETOLOGY

The Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles is pleased
to announce that proposals are now being accepted for the 1984 Grants-
In-Herpetology Program. This Program is desigred to provide financial
support to deserving individuals or organizations engaged in research
on or conservation of amphibians and reptiles. A1l applicants (or
thetr advisor or spansor) must be a member of SSAR. Grant proposals
will be considered in the following areas:

1. BGRADUATE STUDENT HERPETOLOGICAL RESEARCH.

2. HERPETOLOGY-ORIENTED CONSERVATION.

3. REGIONAL HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY PROGRAMS OR PROJECTS.,
4. HERPETOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN Z005.

5. FIELD WORK (Auto Mileage). (2 awards gf $215.)

Each proposal should inglude the following information: A) Background
& Objectives of the proposed project, in terms of its relevance to
herpetology, B) Methods of carrying out the research or conducting the
project, C) Budget for the preject, which should not exceed $430 in
each category, and DF Curricuium Vitae and Letter of Support (if
applicable). The proposal must be typed doubie spaced and must not
exceed 5 pages, excluding cover page, abstract, budget, curriculum

vitae, and biblicgraphy. A1l proposals are due no later than 13 April,
1984,

For additional information on proposals see the Decémber 1983

issue of Herp Review or write:

Dr. Linda Maxsen

Department of Genetics
and Development

University of {1linois

515 Morriil Hall

50% S. Goodwin Avenue

Urbana, IL 61801

Good Wishes Jor Christmas
and the New Year




Book Marketing Services

Telephones: (021) 45-7272

All correspondenceto ba
addressed to

P.O. Box 10105 Cape Town 7505
South Africa

(THE GASTRIC BROODING FROG

Investigations of this species range across several
scientific disciplines and provide a perfect
opportunity for interdiscplinary co-operation. The
investigations include the obvious biological
component of documentation of the reproductive
mode, and the applied interest in the method of
inhibition of gastric secretion of hydrochloric acid.
The potential clinical application of such a
phenomenon, for the treatment of patients with
gastric ulcers, has not escaped the attention of
major drug companies.

Unfortunately, following the recent Australian
drought, Rheobatrachus has become extrernely scarce
and it is now regarded to be an endangered
spedies. It has become the central theme of a
promotional activity of a Queensland conservation
group seeking to establish a national park in an
area that includes the habitat of this species. The
conservation group involved is the Conondale
Range Committee and there is reason to believe
that, but for this group, forestry pressures would so
alter the Conondale environment, that the habitat
of Rheobatrachus, and eventually the species, would
be eliminated.

Over the past two or three years the persons
working on the species have been overwhelmed by
requests for information, and the decision to
produce this book arose from that interest. Hence
the principle objective here is to put together all
.nat is currently known about this amazing animal
and its unigue adaptations. These are considered in
‘.« context of its ecology, of the anatomical and
physiological changes associated with gastric
brooding, and of its evolutionary significance. The
book is enhanced by many photographs including
some of oral birth and will interest not only
professional zoologists, gastroenterologists and
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pharmacologists but also those with a general
interest in the more fascinating elements of natural
history.
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Please supply me with ,....copy/copiss THE GASTRIC BROODING FROG @ R32.95 less

10% : R29.66 ex GST per copy..

* Please allow 10 weeks for delivery from the UK.

* Do not enclose payment.
¥ If applicable:

Credit Card Name:

LU I B B BRI B BB I I S O I R

You will be billed in receipt of the book/s.

Credit Card No:

LI B IR B BC B B I A B I I R A A

(Unfortunately, we do not aceept American Express and Diners Cards.)

Special offer to memb

ers of the Hempetologica




