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EDITORIAL 

As the summer draws closer in the southern hemisphere it is time once again 
to elect a new H.A.A. Committee. African members have already submitted 
nomination forms. Within this issue, African members will also receive a 
voting slip/ ballot paper. Members have unfortunately shown little interest in 
the HA.A. elections in the past. I urge you all to play an active role in this 
year's elections. Please' take the time to fill in the ballot paper and to submit it 
to the relevant party. Remember that as members you are all very welcome to 
submit comments and any suggestions you may have concerning the running 
of the Association, including comments about the journal or newsletter. Many 
thanks in advance for your participation. 

Please also take note of the short communication section on page 2. If 
you are a South African or working in South Africa, Che Weldon requires your 
assistance in identifying a possible new threat to the country's anuran 
biodiversity. A leaflet entitled "Frog submission form" is provided within this 
issue. If you can assist Che in any way, please do so. 

This issue contains a number of exciting Natural History notes, new 
Geographical distributions and # 23 of the "Recent African Herpetological 
Literature" series. Thanks to all those who submitted articles and news items 
for this issue of African He,p News. Keep them corning! 

Alison Leslie 
Chair and Newsletter Editor. 
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SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 

A possible new threat to South African anuran 
biodiversity 

Che Weldon 

School of Environmental Sciences and Development, Private Bag X6001, 
Potchefstroom University for CHO, Potchefstroom 2520, South Africa. 

Introduction 
Frogs on several continents and subcontinents, particularly Australia, North 
America, Central America, South America, New Zealand, and Europe have 
suffered sudden high morality rates, resulting in some species becoming 
extinct and many others undergoing massive population reductions. 
Chytridiomycosis was identified as the most likely cause of these massive 
population declines in Australia, New Zealand, Spain and Central America 
(Berger et al., 1998; Bosch et al., 2000; Bishop, 2000). The causative agent, a 
member of the Chytridiomycota or chytrid fungus, was subsequently described 
as a new genus and species, Batracho,rytrium dendrobatidis (Longcore et al., 1999). 
Four records of the amphibian chytrid have emerged from Africa since 1999. 
In 1999 a batch of Xenopus tropicalis imported from West Africa into USA was 
also found to be inf<.cted with chytridiomycosis (Reed ct al., 2000), and 2 
specimens of Prychadena anchietae, from Kenya were infected (Speare and 
Berger, 2000). The third occurrence was in a sample of Xenopus laevis from the 
Western Cape (Speare pers com, 2002), and the most recent in a ranid from 
Gauteng (Lane pers com, 2002). The chytrid has low host specificity and is 
likely to infect any species of amphibian as infections have been detected 
globally in 15 amphibian families that include 94 species (Spcare ct al., 2001). 

Project summary 

As part of a Ph.D. study, tissue samples are being collected from Xenopus laevis 
and other frogs across South Africa to determine the current distribution of 
the fungus. These are processed and examined histologically at Potchefstroom 
University to identify whether the fungus is present. 
Archived material from Southern African museums and private collections are 
also being examined to determine if and when the fungus was introduced. 
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It is important to find out whether the scientific trade in X. laevis is 
disseminating the fungus internationally. Findings of this investigation will be 
included in a protocol, in collaboration with nature conservation authorities, 
for companies and individuals who sell Xenopus to decrease the risk of 
infection with chytridiomycosis before sale and export to other countries. 
Successful isolation and culture of the fungus will provide the tissue needed to 
extract DNA for comparison with South American and Australian isolates. 
Studying the genetic variation between South African isolates might provide 
answers to the one question still eluding scientists around the world - the 
origin of the chytrid. 

How can you help? 
Little is known about chytridiomycosis in South African frogs and therefore 
any additional specimens are of great value. If you find sick or dead frogs, 
collect them and allow them to be used in the effort to learn more about 
diseases of South African frogs. 
Terminally sick frogs should be eu thanased by immersion in 0.1 % benzocaine 
solution (ethyl 4-aminobenzoate) or 0.1% MS222 (tricaine methane 
sulphonale). Frogs and tissue can be fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin or 
a_lternatively in 70% alcohol. Fixing of a removed digit and piece of webbing 
(tf present) is all the tissue that·is needed from non-terminal sick frogs (ill, but 
not likely to die within 48 hours) to diagnose chytridiomycosis. After a frog 
dies, postmortem degeneration sets in rapidly that decreases the amount of 
histological information. It is therefore important that specimens should be 
fixed as soon as possible when found dead on collection or when sick frogs 
die in captivity. Fixed specimens can be dispatched in any sealed container. 
Please see loose leaflet entitled 'Frog submission form" included in this issue 

Symptoms to look out for 
Any one or a combination of the following symptoms is characteristic of 
amphibians severely infected with chytridiomycosis: 
Change in behavior, e.g. nocturnal frogs sitting in exposed positions during the 
day. 
Legs held loosely instead of tucked in close to the body. 
Frogs start fitting when handled. 
Difficulty to correct itself when turned on its back. 
Excessive shedding of skin, especially the hind legs and feet. 
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Unusual colour variation in the legless skink, Feylinia 
currori (Scincidae: Feylininae) 

Kate Jackson 

Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, 26 Oxford Street, 
Camb~idge, MA, 02138, USA 

The Feylininae are semi-fossorial, legless members of the Family Scincidae 
found in the tropical forests of Central Africa. This note deals with the 
~nusual colo~r variation found in some specimens of Feylinia cumri collected 
10 the Republic of Congo (Brazzaville) in 1997. 
From 14-19 ~une 1997, I collected nine specimens of F. cumiri while working 
on the ~doki Forest Project, in the extreme north of the Republic of Congo 
(Brazzaville) near the borders of Cameroon and the Cnetral African Republic. 
Spec1mens were collected by digging in the mud on the steep banks of the 

Sangha River (a tributary of the Congo River) at the village of Bomassa (2° 12' 

N; 16° 11' E), during rainstorms. According to the map provided by Brygoo 
and Roux-Esteve (1983), Feylinia cumiri had not previously been collected in 
the Republic of Congo except for four localities in the southern end of the 
co_untry. I was assisted by the villagers of Bomassa who, through believing the 
skinks to be snakes, and as such afraid of them, turned over logs and dug with 
shovels and machetes to reveal the lizards. All specimens were found within an 
~rea a~proximately 3.02 m and at an average depth of 10-40 cm. It is 
mterestmg to note t_hat the Bomassa villagers led me to the feylinines in 
response to my showing them photographs of the caecilians. 
The nine specimens collected included three males and six females. The mean 
snout-vent length (SVL) was 144 mm, with a mean of 128 mm for females and 
174 mm for males.The range ofSVL's was from 59 mm to 200 mm. The total 
body lengt_h w_as difficult to determine since most of the specimens ha.cl lost 
part of their tails at some point. The number of scale rows at mid-body ranged 
from 22 to 26, with a mean of 24. The total number of scales from vent to 
chin ranged from_ 122 to 13~, \vith a mean of 128. The most striking feature 
however was thetr colouration. While five of the specimens were dark in 
colour, t~e other four were a pale, periwinkle blue. A colour image of a live 
blue spec1men may be viewed at: 
http:/ /www.mcz.harvard.edu/Departments/Herpetology /kjackson.html 
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None of the specimens collected showed an intermediate colour between 
brown and blue. Colouration and scale counts did not correlate with size or 
sex. 
The genus Frylinia was first described by Gray (1845). Since then feylinines 
have been collected in the Democratic republic of Congo (formerly the 
Belgian Congo) [Schmidt and Noble, 1919-1924] and in other parts of Central 
Africa. The genus Frylinia is reviewed by Brygoo and Roux-Esteve (1983). The 
genus is defined ( de Witte and Laurent, 1943; Schmidt and Noble, 1919-1924) 
as lacking limbs, having eyes greatly reduced and covered by scales, and the 
nostril pierced in the rostral scale. Frylinia cumri is defined as having an ocular 
scale in contact with the third upper labial and 22-28 rows of scales at mid
body. It is said to reach lengths of up to 340 mm (Brygoo and Roux-Esteve, 
1983). The latter authors describe the colouration of Frylinia t11mJri as ranging 
from light beige to blackish brown and suggest that this variation is related to 
the shedding cycle. All of the specimens collected key out to Frylinia cumri, but 
the pale periwinkle blue colouration of four specimens has not been previously 
described. 

Acknowledgements 
I thank the staff and scientists of Wildlife Conservation International at the 
Ndoki Forest Project for logistical support during June and July of 1997. I 
thank the villagers of Bomassa who helped with the locating and collecting of 
the skinks. I thank D. Lawson who navigated a maze of red tape to bring my 
specimens back to the USA. J. Gross, K. Kavanaugh and R. Kerney provided 
helpful comments on the manuscript. 

References 
Brygoo, E.R. and R. Roux-Esteve (1983). Frylinia genre de Lezards africains 

de la famille Scincidae, sous-famille des Feyliniinae. Bull. Mus. Natn. 
Hist. Nat., Paris 4(5) Al: 307-341. 

Gray, J. 1945. Catalogue of the specimens of lizards in the collection of the 
British Museum. Trustess 1845. 

Schmidt, K.P. and G.K. Noble. 1919-1924. Contributions to the 
Herpetology of the Belgian Congo. Society for the study of 
Amphibians and Reptiles Facsimile Reprint, 1998. 

De Witte, G.F. and R. Laurent. 1943. Contribution a la systematique des 
formes degrades de la famillie des Scincidae apparentees au genre 
Scelotes Fitzinger. Memoires du Musee Royal d'Histoire Naturalle de 
Belgique 2(26): 1-44. 

6 

African Herp News No. 35 October 2002 

Appendix 
Catalogue numbers of specimens collected are as follows: MCZ R-182301; 
MCZ R-182303; MCZ R-182304; MCZ R-182305; MCZ R-182306; MCZ R-
182307; MCZ R-182308; MCZ R-182309; MCZ R-182310. 

NATURAL HISTORY NOTES 

African f!e,p New! ~ublishes brief notes concerning the biology of the herpetofauna of 
the Afncan contlnent and adjacent regions, including the Arabian peninsula, 
Madagascar, and other islands in the Indian ocean. 

A standard format is to be used, as follows: SCIENTIFIC NAME; Common 
na~e (u~ing Bill Branch's Field Guide to Snakes and other "Reptiles of Southern 
Afnca, third edn. 1998, for reptiles; and Passmore & Carruthers' South African 
frogs, 1995, for amphibians as far as possible): KEYWORD (this should be one 
or two words best describing the topic of the note, eg. Reproduction, Avian 
predation, etc.); the Text (in concise English with only essential references 
quot~d and in abbreviated form); Locality (country, province or state, 
location, quarter-degree unit, and latitude and longitude if available; elevation 
above sea level: _use metric units); Date (day, month, year); Collector(s); 
Place of deposition and museum accession number (required if specimens 
are preserved). 

Submitted by: NAME, Address (in parentheses). 

agalnt" 
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I REPTILIA 
SERPENTES 

BOIDAE 

Python anchietae 
Angola or Anchieta's Dwarf Python 

REPRODUCTION 
Anchieta's Dwarf Python is poorly known with few specimens kept in 
captivity (Branch 1998). Marais (1992) states that this is one of the rarest 
snakes in Southern Africa with less than SO individuals known to exist. They 
are seldom encountered and nocturnal in captivity (Marais 1992), factors 
which possibly account for their scarceness. 
The distribution includes northern Namibia and southern Angola (Branch 
1998, Broadley 1983, Marais 1992) with a preferred habitat stated as rugged, 
dry, rocky sandveld and riverine vegetation (Branch 1998). 
Three adult P. anchietae specimens (2 ~ & 1 cS) are kept in a common 
enclosure (with a simulated photoperiod), which is open to public viewing 
throughout the year, at the Living Desert Snake Park in Swakopmund, 
Namibia. Although the enclosure does not receive direct sunlight, the room is 
well lit and supported by an under-floor heater. Total lengths of the adult 
snakes are as follows: cS - 1370 mm, ~ - 1450 mm, ~ - 1350 mm (egg laying 
female). 
Mating was frequently observed during the months prior to the eggs being 
discovered, although mating was not as insistent as had previously been 
observed for the South African Pythons (Python natalensis) at the Living Desert 
Snake Park. A few weeks before the eggs were laid, it was noticed that the 
smaller female was very swollen, but no eggs could be felt. 
On 20 November 2001, four large eggs were found in the enclosure and were 
immediately removed to an incubator where they were kept at approximately 
28° C, partly submerged in dampened vermiculite. The egg sizes were as 
follows: 95 x 42 mm; 90 x 40 mm; 90 x 40 mm & 73 x 34 mm (87 ± 8 mm & 
39 ± 3 mm). According to Patterson & Erasmus (1978) five eggs were laid by 
a captive female. Egg size is markedly different to that of 62 x 37mm as 
mentioned by Branch (1998) and Marais (1992). After 81 days (9th February) 
one egg was snipped to determine the status of the eggs (the smallest egg was 
infertile). The baby python was fully formed an_d alive although there was still 
much egg yolk evident. After a week, the yolk had all been ingested, but the 
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baby died, still in the egg (this could have been due to an infection as a result 
of the fact that a blood vessel had been cut when the shell was snipped). The 
other eggs had also _b_een snipped, as the shells were extremely tough (possibly 
under natural condittons, they would have been much less robust after this 
time, due to the actions of various outside agents). The first hatchling 
appeared on the 20th of February 2002, the other emerging two days later (i.e. 
92-_94 days): Branch (1998) indicated incubation to be between 60-70 days 
while _Marais (1992) states between 72 and 75 days. Total lengths of the 
hatchlings were 490 mm and 510 mm, respectively. This is similar to total 
length of young measured by Branch (1998) and Marais (1992). The hatchlings 
were force-~ed 'fuzzy' mic_e for the first time in June 2002 as they still had not 
shown any interest 1n eattng small mice offered to them. They do not need 
much m~re than the head of the mouse inserted into their mouths, to get 
t?e,:O eattng. Currently, both juveniles are healthy, albeit very delicate and 
ttmtd creatures. Both sloughed for the first time during June 2002. 

References 
Branch, W.R. 1998. Field guide to snakes and other reptiles of Southern 
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Broadley, D.G. 1983. Fitzsimons' snakes of Southern Africa. Jonathan Ball & 

AD. Danker Publishers, Parklands. 
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Submitted by 
*S~art Hebba~d (fhe Living Desert Snake Park, Swakopmund, Namibia). E
mail: snake@iway.na & Peter L. Cunningham (Polytechnic of Namibia 
De~artmen~ of Nature Conservation, P /Bag 13388, Windhoek, Namibia). E~ 
mail: pcunn1ngham@polytechnic.edu.na 

* Corresponding author 
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COLUBRIDAE 

Pseudohaje goldii (Boulenger, 1895) 
Goldie's Tree Cobra 

HABITAT 
On 30 October 2001, we collected the specimen IRSNB 16398 (field number 
P775) (male; 1 preventral + 198 ventrals; anal single; 94 divided subcaudals; 
15-15-11 smooth dorsal scale rows) in the city of Ntoum (0°23'25"N 
9°45'35"E), Komo-Mondah Dpt, Estuaire Province, Gabon. 
It was a traffic victim, still dying when we found it on the road in the 
afternoon, obviously hit by a car a few minutes before, as confirmed by locals. 
Ntoum is a city situated 42 km east of the capital city Libreville, and is far 
from the nearest forest patch. On 15 October 2001 we also examined another 
dead specimen (not collected; male; ? ventrals; anal single; ()3 divided 
subcaudals; 17-15-11 smooth dorsal scale rows) at Mandilou (1°16'37"S 
10°36'38"E, alt. 100 m. a.s.l., Tsamba-Magotsi Dpt, Ngounie Province, 
Gabon) in a highly cultivated area. It had been beheaded by a farmer in a 
nearby field, then thrown onto the road; its approximate total length was 1.8 
m. This .;econd locality was also far from any forest. Pseudohqje goldii is 
reputedly a typical sylvicolous species. For instance, Chippaux (1999. Les 
serpents d'Afrique occidentale et centrale. IRD Editions, Paris, pp 1-278) 
noted that the species is found in primary or secondary forest, but still close to 
water. Spawls & Branch (1995. The dangerous snakes of Africa. Natural 
history. Species directory. Venoms and snakebite. Blandford, London: 1-192) 
indicated that its biotope is forest or thick woodland. 
In the same way we have shown (Pauwels et aL, 1999. Afr. He,p News 30: 32-
33) that the diet of P. goldii is much more eclectic than generally reported in the 
literature. The habitat of P. goldii seems to encompass many kinds of biotopes, 
from dense primary forests to urbanized areas. P. goldii thus seems to be at 
least as eclectic and ubiquitous as the sympatric cobra Nqja me/ano/euca. 
We take this opportunity to mention that the specimen MNHN 3964, from 
Gabon, collected by A. Lecomte and entered as a Pseudohqje goldii in the Paris 
Museum collections register, has been re-identified by us as a Nqja me/ano/euca. 
The main scalation characters of this female are: 1 preventral, 221 ventrals, 
anal single, 64 divided subcaudals, 19 scale rows around midbody. 

Aclmowledgements 
These new records are part of the results of extensive field surveys in Gabon 
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sronsored by WWF Ecoregion Program. We thank Dr Ivan Ineich for having 
given us access to the MNHN specimen. We are grateful to Emile 
Mamfoumbi Kombila and Marc Mpami (Direction de la Faune et de la Chasse, 
Libreville), Joseph Mayombo, Rufin Mikala-Mussavu and Alexandre Pepy 
Boutolini (WWF-CARPO), and Dr Georges Lenglet and Georges Coulon 
(IRSNB) for their kind help. 

Submitted by 
Olivier S.G. Pauwels (Department of Recent Vertebrates, Institut Royal des 
Sciences naturelles _de Belgique, Rue Vautier 29, 1000 Brussels, Belgium; 
osgpauwels@hotmail.com), Andre Kamdem Toham, (World Wildlife Fund -
Central African Regional Program Office, B.P. 9144, Libreville, Gabon; 
kamdemtoham@internetgabon.com). 

COLUBRIDAE 

Lamprophis fuliginosus 
Brown House Snake 

DIET 
An adult female Brown House Snake was accidentally injured at a compost 
heap with a fork and was captured. It happened on the 19th January 2002 at 
about 10h00 at 23 Gouws Avenue, Ras Louw Centurion Pretoria 
(25°50'S;28°13'E; 2528AD) Gauteng Province, South Africa. She r~gurgitated 
a ro~ent about two days (9h00) later on 21st January. The rodent was later 
identified as an adult stripe mouse, Rhabdomys pumi/io (T. Kearney, Transvaal 
Museum, Pers. comm.). The female had a total length of 77.5cm and died on 
24 January from its injuries. The snake was deposited in the Transvaal 
Museum with TM 83875 as the catalogue number. In the standard literature 
(Broadley, D.G. 1990. Fitzsimons' Snakes of Southern Africa, Jonathan Ball 
and AD. Donker Publishers, Parklands. p.387. ; Branch, W.R. 1998. Ficl<l 
guide to snakes and ~ther reptiles of Southern Africa, Struik Publishers, Cape 
Town. p. 399.) rodents are reported to be eaten by Brown House Snakes but 
no specific species are mentioned. De Waal (1978, The Squamata (Reptili~) of 
the Orange Free State, South Africa. Mem. Nas. Mus., Bloemfontein 11:1-
160.) mention _am_ong other things that Suncas sp. (shrew) form part of the 
house snakes diet 1n th~ Free State. Jacobsen (1989, A herpetological survey of 
the Transvaal. Unpublished Ph.D thesis University of Natal, Durban) state 
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that Steatomys sp. (fat mouse) and Mus minutoides (pygmy mouse) form part of 
the house snakes diet in the then Transvaal. There is no detailed study about 
the diet of the brown house snake (Dr W.R. Branch, Port Elizabeth, pers. 
comm). Although there are no literature records of the stripe mouse, 
Rhabdomys pumilio, being part of the diet of the brown house snake, Lamprophis 

Juliginosus, it probably happens often according to Dr W.R. Branch (Port 
Elizabeth, pers. comm) who also witnessed such a event. 

Submitted by 
Jaco van Wyk (Hoerskool Waterkloof, P.O Box 25085, Monument Park, 
Pretoria 0105 South Africa. E-Mail: klofies@klofies.co.za, & Teresa Kearney 
(Mamm~logy,' Transvaal Museum, P.O. Box 413, Pretoria, South Africa. E
mail: Kearney@nfi.co.za) 

ELAPIDAE 

Naja nigricol/is nigrlcincta 
Western Barred Spitting Cobra or Zebra Snake 

DIET 
The Western Barred Spitting Cobra, or commonly known as the Zebra Snake 
(Nrya nigricollis 11igricincta) occurs in central and northern Namibia, extending 
into southern Angola (Branch 1998, Broadley 1983, Marais 1992). It is mainly 
nocturnal and favours rocky arid regions (Branch 1998, Marais 1992). 
The diet of N.n.nigricincta is varied and includes reptiles, amphibians and small 
mammals (Branch 1998, Marais 1992). According to Branch (1998) the diet is 
similar to that of Nrya mossambica (Mozambique Spitting Cobra) which also 
includes arthropods such as grasshoppers. On 6 May 2002 an adult 
N.n.nigricincta was observed in the northwest Kunene Region in Namibia, close 
to the village of Omunuandjai (due south of Opuwu) at approximately 14h00. 
This area is classified as Mopane Savanna by Giess (1971). The specimen -
unaware that it was being observed - was foraging amongst Mopane 
(Colophospermum mopane) trees. During this observation it was seen preying on 
Mopane worms (I.mbrasia bc/ina), which it gently took from leaves close to the 
ground. Mopane worms are common in this area during autumn and 
frequently utilized as a source of food by humans. 
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As far as we could determine this is the first record of N.n.nigncincta preying on 
Mopane worms throughout its range. It is however not clear to what extent 
Mopane worms are included in the diet of N.n.nigri,incta. 

References 
Branch, W.R. 1998. Field guide to snakes and other reptiles of Southern 

Africa. Struik Publishers, Cape Town. 
Broadley, D.G. 1983. Fitzsimons' snakes of Southern Africa. Jonathan Ball & 

AD. Donker Publishers, Parklands. 
Giess, W. 1971. A provisional vegetation map of South West Africa. Dinteria 

4. 
Marais, J. 1992. A complete guide to the snakes of Southern Africa. Southern 

Book Publishers (Pty) Ltd, Halfway House. 

Submitted by 
Peter L. Cunningham (Polytechnic of Namibia, Department of Nature 
Conservation, P /Bag 13388, Windhoek, Namibia) and Kosmas E. Shilongo 
(Polytechnic of N arnibia, Department of Nature Conservation, P /Bag 13388, 
Windhoek, Namibia). E-mail: pcunningham@polytechnic.edu.na 

COLUBRIDAE 

Mehelya nyassae 
Black File Snake 

DIET AND DEFENSE 
On 2 January 2002, a single spec.imen was caught on the tarred road, 2 km east 
of Klaserie (at the Hoedspruit-Klaserie junction, 2431CA, Northern Province, 
South Africa), on a rainy evening. The specimen was placed in a material bag 
and taken home to be identified. 
While handling the snake it excreted an extremely pungent fluid froM its 
cloaca, which was colourless. A tingling, burning sensation was experienced by 
one of the authors. This could probably have been due to an allergic reaction. 
The fluid stuck to the skin and could only be removed after washing many 
times with detergents, soap and water. This holds true for a specimen caught 
on 12 Dect>mber 2000 at Kingfisherspruit ranger station in the Kruger 
National Park, South Africa. The specimen was found while it was consuming 
a Sundevall's Writhing Skink (Lygosoma sundeval/ii s11ndeva//i1) a day after a 
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rainstorm. This particular specimen also excreted the same pungent fluid when 
handled. 
The only literature found that mentions anything about this foul odour was 
Jacobsen 1989 (A herpetological survey of the. Transvaal). He omitted to 
comment on the stickiness of the substance and the difficulty in removing it. 
Both specimens mentioned above had very long tails and red tongues. The 
specimen that was caught at Kingfisherspruit had black ventral scales with the 
latter half of each scale being pale edged. The specimen that was caught at 
Klaserie had brown ventral scales with the latter half being pale edged. Both 
specimens bellies had a black and white striped appearance. Neither of the two 
specimens were aggressive, both preferring to retreat rather than attack. Both 
specimens were released at the site of capture. 

Submitted by 
Errol and Darren Pietersen (P. 0 . Box 483, Hoedspruit, 1380, South Africa). 

Amblyodipsas polylepis 
Common Purple-Glossed Snake 

SIZE 
A large female was found dead on the road leading towards the Kruger 
National Park, at the Sandringham Private Game Reserve gate, Northern 
Province, South Africa (2431CA), on the 7th March 2002. 
The specimen was identified using the illustrations of the head scales shown in 
FitzSimons Snakes of Southern Africa (1983). The specimen was a large 
female, with a total length of 900 mm and a snout-vent length of 483 mm. She 
had 22 subcaudals that were arranged in two rows. The ventrals numbered 
204. The specimen was very thick-bodied with the tail ending abruptly. There 
was a fane present under each eye. Another specimen was caught on the Fleur 
de Lys farm near Klaserie (243 lAC). This specimen was a large female with a 
total length of 711 mm and a snout-vent length of 669 mm. 
Broadley (1983) reports that the largest specimen measured had a snout-vent 
length of 1050 mm, while Jacobsen (1989) reports that the largest specimen 
measured alive in the Transvaal had a snout-vent length of 542 mm. The latter 
record increases the maximum size of a live specimen measured in the old 
Transvaal Province by 127 mm. 
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Submitted by 
Errol and Darren Pieterson (P. 0. Box 483, Hoedspruit, 1380, South Africa). 

Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia 
Red-Lipped or Herald Snake 

DIET 
I have lived in Mpumalanga, South Africa all my life and I have a number of 
indigenous snakes all under a license. Amongst them I have a pair of Red
Lipped or Herald snakes ( Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia) which I have had for a 
number of years and from which I have obtained and hatched a number of 
eggs. Hatchlings were all placed together in a glass terrarium. 
Due to the specialized diet of these snakes, specifically frogs, at times it can be 
difficult to obtain food for the hatchlings. All the hatchlings were fed on dwarf 
and snoring puddle frogs (Phrynobatrachus mababiensis and P. natalensis). Despite 
the hatchlings being fed at regular intervals of approximately one week, the 
majority of them turned to cannibalism. One snake would attempt to swallow 
another, either completely or only partially, and die as a result. Cannibalism 
was the main cause of death within the clutches. Of a clutch of 10 hatchlings, 
only 2 survived. This cannibalistic behaviour was usually observed just before 
or after a feeding period and may be attributed to the fact that all the snakes 
were fed in the same terrarium. However, the snakes were not observed 
attacking one another when going for the same frog. It was interesting to note 
that one of the remaining hatchlings that had eaten another of its sort, was 
much larger than the hatchling that had only fed on frogs. 
Due to a lack of space and terraria, all subsequent clutches of captive bred 
snakes (including Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia, Darypeltis scabra and Lamprophis 

Juliginosus) hatchlings were housed in the same terrarium. One of the two 
~em~ning Crotaphopeltis juveniles, that ate one of its kin in the first year, now in 
tts third year, ~so consumed a two year old Lamprophis faliginosus hatchling that 
~as ~oused tn the same terrarium. This occurred after the Crotaphopeltis 
Juvenile had not been fed for 2 months, due to a lack of food and directly after 
I had fed the Lamprophis hatchling a Cape dwarf gecko (ygodacrylus capensis 
capensis) in a separate container. 
It is unusual to see that other snakes are also possibly included in this snakes 
v~ry specialized diet, although these may be regarded as exceptional 
circumstances. This kind of behaviour may be triggered by the smell of food 
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and also perhaps by the fact that so many juveniles were living in a confined 
area. 

Submitted by 
Darren and Errol Pietersen (P. 0 . Box 483, Hoedspruit, 1380, South Africa). 

I REPTILIA 
SAURIA 

CORDYLIDAE 

Cordy/us giganteus 
Giant Girdled Lizard or Sungazea: 

BEHAVIOUR 
While driving a vehicle during routine farm work on the farm, Heine, in ~he 
Free State, an adult Corqyhu giganteu1 (sungazer) individual was spotted movmg 
towards its burrow. It happened at 16h00 on the 26 December 2001. The 
farm Heine (27°20'S, 28°21'E; 2728AD and 1594 m asl) is+/_ 20 km west of 
the town of Frankfort, in the Free State Province, South Africa. Sungazers 
have occurred on the farm since living memory, but only in very small 
numbers. This sungazer was probably disturbed due to the sound of the 
vehicle's diesel engine. Unlike other times when they normally disappear in 
their holes, this one stayed in front of its hole. Closer inspection revealed that 
its burrow was flooded with water. The latter part of 2001 was an above 
average rainy season with 55 mm of rain recorded on the 23 December ~nd 2~ 
mm of rain on the 25 December. We could probably have caught it as it 
remained motionless in front of its burrow, making it vulnerable. We watched 
it for two minutes before we moved off. Two days later, on the 28th we 
visited the hole, but did not spot the sungazer. The water had drained and the 
burrow seemed to be active as there were fresh marks at the entrance. We 
looked in the vicinity for more burrows of sugazers, but could not find any. 
De Waal (1978, The Squamata (Reptilia) of the Orange Free State, South 
Africa. Mem. Nas. Mus., Bloemfontein 11:1-160.) found that in times of 
prolonged rains, burrows of sungazers were found to be flooded with their 
occupant(s) still alive and well inside. According to De Waal, the end of_ the 
burrow is usually a little nearer to the ground surface than its deepest (~erttcal) 
part and it appears that during flooding air is trapped here, supplymg the 
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lizard(s) with oxygen until the water drains away. This incident indicated t~at 
at least some sungazers can be driven out of their burrow~ when excessi~e 
rains has fallen and the burrows have been flooded. This behav10ur will 
obviously increase the risk of predation. 

Submitted by 
Jaco van Wyk (Ho%orskool Waterkloof, P.O. Box 25085, Monument Park, 
Pretoria 0105, South Africa. E -Mail: klofies@klofies.co.za.) Casper Swarts 
(P.O. Box 151, Frankfort 9830, South Africa). 

I AMPHIBIA 
ANURA 

BUFONIDAE 

Bufo vertebra/is Smith, 1848 
Southern Pigmy Toad 

DIET 
Most anuran species are highly opportunistic and unselective feeders 
(Passmore & Carruthers, 1995, South African Frogs: A Complete Guide, 
Southern Book Publishers, Halfway House & Witwatersrand University Press, 
Johannesburg). Toads reportedly feed on beetles, caterpillars, grubs, crickets, 
moths and flying ants (Wager, 1986, Frogs of South Africa: their fascinating 
life 1toriu, Delta Books, Craighall), but nothing appears to have been recorded 
specifically on the diet of Bufa vertebra/is. In order to obtain some information 
on the diet of this species, the stomach and intestinal contents of two ethanol
preserved adult specimens in the herpetological collection of the National 
Museum, Bloemfontein (NMB) - which appeared to have consumed a fair 
quantity of prey - were examined in detail. Both toads were collect~d during 
summer in South Africa. Only positively identifiable (usually whole) items are 
listed. NMB A10 (28.0 mm snout-vent length) from Krugersdrift Dam, 
Bloemfontein district, Free State (2825DD), collected on 27 February 1972, 
contained a beetle (Coleoptera: Tenebrionidae) measuring 7.7 mm in length, 
whereas NMB A2304 (28.0 mm SVL) from the farm Wellwood, Graaff Reinet 
district, Eastern Cape (3124DC), collected 13-15 December 1983 in a 
monoethyleneglycol pit trap in rocky, grassy karroid veld, contained five 
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worker termites (Isoptera), nine ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) of two 
different species, three aphids (Homoptera: Aphididae), two fly larvae 
(Diptera), one ladybird beetle larva (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae) and two rake
legged mites (Prostigmata: Caeculidae). It is possible that some items, such as 
the mites, were ingested accidentally, e.g. captured while securing or 
attempting to secure an intended prey item, although a few ants found in the 
gut were of similar size to the mites. 

Aclmowledgements 
We thank Louise Coetzee (Department of Acarology, National Museum) for 
identifying the mites. 

Submitted by 
Michael F. Bates (Department of Herpetology, National Museum, P.O. Box 
266, Bloemfontein 9300, South Africa. E-mail: herpiilnasmus. co. za l and 
Elna Irish ((Department of Entomology, National Museum. E-mail: 
entomol@nasmus.co.za). 

Hemisus marmoratus 
Mottled Shovel-nosed Frog 

TOXICITY 
South Africa, Mpumalanga Province, Jeppe's Reef Medicinal Plant Centre, 
(2531 DA) _South ofMalelane. 
A specimen was caught on 10 November 2001 during a school environmental 
outing by Penryn College. The specimen was caught around a large dam and 
was placed in a glass bottle together with five other frogs, namely Breviceps 
adspersus, Tomopterna cryptotis, Phrynobatrachus mababiensis, Phrynobatrach,.-s natalensis, 
P!Jchadena mossambica and Afrixalus delicates, to be identified at the cottage where 
we were staying. 
The Hemisus marmoratus was observed to excrete a white substance 
approximately two minutes after placing it in the bottle, and within five 
minutes of excreting the substance all the frogs in the bottle, including the 
Hemisus had died. It is uncertain from which part of the body the substance 
was excreted. The bottle that the frogs were placed in did not have any holes 
for air, but as I have kept many frogs in bottles without holes overnight 
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without any adverse effects, including Hemisus marmoratus, and as oxygen 
would have entered the bottle when I placed the Hemisus in the bottle, I do not 
think that it was a lack of oxygen that caused the death of the frogs. 
The substance that was excreted was presumably acidic as it caused a slight 
loss of colour in all the specimens. I was surprised that the Hemisus marmoratus 
also died, as I expected that it would be immune to its own chemical defense. I 
also wonder whether the Hemisus only excretes this substance in times of 
extreme stress, or only at certain times of the year, as I have seen red-lipped or 
herald snakes (Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia), amongst other species, readily feeding 
on Hemisus marmoratus. 
None of the frog guides that I have consulted mentioned anything about the 
Hemisus genus being toxic and I am also unaware of any published articles 
mentioning this. All the specimens that died were placed in formalin and can 
be viewed at Penryn College, Nelspruit, Mpumalanga. 

Submitted by 
Darren Pieterson,. (P. 0. Box 483, Hoedspruit, 1380. E-mail: 

errolp@netactive.co.za) 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 

African He,p News publishes brief notes of new geographical 
distributions (preferably at least 100 km from the nearest published 
record) of amphibians and reptiles on the African continent and 
adjacent regions, including the Arabian peninsula, Madagascar, and 
other islands in the Indian Ocean. 

A standard format is to be used, as follows: SCIENTIFIC NAME; Common 
name (for sources, see Natural History Notes); Locality (country, province or 
state, location, quarter-degree unit, and latitude and longitude if available; 
elevation above sea level; use metric units); Date (day, month, year); 
Collector(s); Place of deposition and museum accession number 
(required if specimens are preserved); Comments (including data on the size, 
colour and taxonomic characters, eg. Scalation, webbing, especially for 
taxonomically problematic taxa; and nearest published locality record(s) in km; 
references to be quoted in the text). Submitted by: NAME, Address (in 
parentheses). 

Records submitted should be based on specimens deposited in a recognised 
collection. New South African province names must be used. 

Notes submitted in an incorrect format or style will be returned to the 
authors. 

I REPTILIA 
CHELONIDAE 

PELOMEDUSIDAE 

Pelusios marani Bour, 2000. 

Maran's mud turtle. 
Gabon, Ngounie Province, Douya-Onoy Dpt., Dibotsa River at Dibotsa 
village, 2°2'29"S 11 °7'55"E; alt. 70 m. asl; collected by Dibotsa fishermen; 15 
November 2001. IRSNB 16236 (field number P801). 
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This juvenile specimen is the first mentioned since the series listed in the 
original description of the species. It was found 90 km southeast of the type 
locality Yombi, Ngounie Prov., Tsamba-Magotsi Dpt. Dibotsa is 
approximately 60 km from the border of the Congo-Brazzaville; the presence 
of P. marani in this latter country is thus highly predictible. This specimen 
(total length of carapace 108 mm, maximal width of carapace 79.5 mm) has 
been found in the muddy banks of the river, in strict syntopy with numerous 
Xenopu.r sp. (coll. IRSNB). Fishermen say the species is locally abundant, and it 
is a regular food item for the Dibotsa villagers, who call it ibongh-i-moussirou 
(ibongh = turtle, i = in, moussirou = forest) in Pounou language because it is 
mainly found during the dry season in the forest, or ibongh ibengh (ibengh = dark 
brown). Although P. marani, like every chelonian everywhere in Gabon, 
undergoes a high human predation pressure (see also Bour, 2000. Manouria 3 
(8): 23-24), its discovery in a new locality, reasonably extending its known 
range, is a very positive and encouraging news. 

Acknowledgements 
This interesting record is part of the results of field surveys sponsored by the 
WWF Ecoregion Program. We thank Emile Mamfoumbi Kombila and Marc 
Mpami (Direction de la Faune et de la Chasse, Libreville), Dr Sebastien 
Lavoue (MNHN, Paris), Alexandre Pepy Boutolini (WWF-CARPO), and Dr 
Georges Lenglet and Georges Coulon (IRSNB) for their kind help. 

Submitted by 
Olivier S.G. Pauwels (Department of Recent Vertebrates, Institut Royal des 
Sciences naturelles de Belgique, Rue Vautier 29, 1000 Brussels, Belgium; 
osgpauwels@hotmail.com), Andre Kamdem Toham, Joseph Mayombo and 
Rufin Mikala-Mussavu (World Wildlife Fund - Central African Regional 
Program Office, B.P. 9144, Libreville, Gabon; 
kamdemtoham@internetgabon.com). 
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Philothamnus carinatus Andersson, 1901 

Thirteen-scaled Green Snake 
Tanzania, Kigoma District, Mahali Peninsula, two specimens. 1. Mansanya 
Camp on the lake shore below 800 m (0629Ba) 06° OS'S: 29°44'E; September 
2000; M.A. Huffman & N. Doggart (found dead); Natural History Museum 
of Zimbabwe, NMZB 16935. 2. Kasieha River at 1036 m; 20 July 1959; J.A. 
Cooke; Natural History Museum (London) BMNH 1970. 2179 (presented by 
second Oxford University Tanganyika Expedition); "coiled round low shrub 
on edge of steep-sided gorge at bottom one metre above ground". 
These records confirm the extension of this west and central African forest 
species halfway down the eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika, as mapped by 
Spawls et al. (2002. Field Guide to the Reptiles of East Africa. Academic 
Press, Natural World Series), based on Spawls' examination of the BMNH 
specimen. The only Tanzanian locality mapped by Hughes (1985. Proc. 
Intern. Symp. Afr. Vertebr. Bonn: 514) was from Kigoma, 150 km to the 
north. 

Submitted by 
Donald G. Broadley (Biodiversity Foundation for Africa, P.O. Box FM 730, 
Famona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe). 

I REPTILIA 
SAURIA 

AGAMIDAE 

Agama kirkii Boulenger 1885 

Kirk's Rock Agama 
Botswana, Central District, Mmadinare, Letsibogo Dam (2127DC); 26 August 
2001; W. & V. Goodwin (adult male found dead); Natural History Museum of 
Zimbabwe (NMZB 16930). 

22 

I , 

African Herp News No. 35 October 2002 

This represents a southwestern range extension for the ~pecies, the only 
previous Botswana record being from 5 km east of Zelu hill on the edge o f the 
Tuli Circle, which is 130 km to the east of Mmadinare. 

Submitted by 
Donald G. Broadley (Biodiversity Foundation for Africa, P.O. Box FM 730, 
Famona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe) 

AGAMIDAE 

Agama armata 

Peter's Ground Agama 
A suingle specimen was caught in Mozambique, Vilanculos Province, Sao 
Sabastiao Peninsula on 16 March 2002. It was caught in sandy Miombo 
dominated sananna,- 30 m above sea level at around midday. The specimen 
was examined and photographed before being released. 
The specimen was a juvenile with an approximate length of 6.0 cm. The back 
was yellowish-grey. There were 5 dark blotches bordering a broken series of 
paler blotches that ran along the backbone. The head was a pale blue colour 
and the tail had alternating dark and pale rings. This specimen seemed to be 
primarily terrestrial and even when persued, it preferred to run along the 
ground rather than to the nearest tree. This specimen was differentiated from 
Agama mnuambica by the markings on the back, as well as by habitat. The latter 
species prefers lowland savanna and forest fringe and is both terrestrial and 
aboreal. 
The nearest recorded locality (Field guide to snakes and other replties of 
Southern Africa, Branch 1998) seems to be around Quissico, Mozambique. 
This record extends the current distribution by approximately 310 km 
northeast. 

Submitted by 
Darren and Errol Pietersen (P. 0. Box 483, Hoedspruit, 1380, South Africa). 
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CORDYLIDAE 

Chamaesaura macrolepis macrolepis 

Large Scaled Grass Lizard 
South Africa, Northern province, Fleur-de-Lys Estates, 2431CA 
A single specimen was found in the garden on 17 October 2001. It was first 
seen while clearing away rank grass next to a reservoir. 
It was identified as Chamaesaura macrolepis macrolepis and was distinguished from 
Chamaesaura anguina by having two dark stripes down its back and a pair of 
very reduced hind limbs were present. It was fed crickets and grasshoppers 
during its time in captivity and was photographed before it was released at the 
site of capture on 3 November 2001. 
This record is a new locality record and extends current distribution by 85 km. 
The nearest recorded location (according to N.H.G. Jacobsen: A 
Herptological survey of the Transvaal, December 1989) is at White River 
(2531AC). What is also strange about this record is that these specimens 
usually occur in montane rocky hillsides covered by grass. This specimen was 
collected in a garden on the Lowveld, 10 km from the base of the nearest 
mountain (namely Mariepskop), with virtually no grass cover around as the 
lawn and the surrounding grass was all burnt. 

Submitted by 
Errol and Darren Pietersen (P. 0. Box 483, Hoedspruit, 1380, South Africa). 

I AMPHIBIA 
ANURA 

Afrixalus delicatus 
Delicate Leaf-folding Frog 
South Africa, Northern Province, Jeppe's Reef Medicinal Plant Centre, 
2531DA. 
A single specimen was collected by Janine Manders on 10 November 2001, 
while on a school environmental tour. The specimen was collected on open 
mud next to a large dam. There was very little vegetation surrounding the dam 
with the nearest vegetation at the point of capture being 3 m away from the 
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waters edge. The specimen wsa placed in a bottle ~oge~er with a Hemis~s 
marmorotus, which later excreted a white substance •vhtch killed aU the frogs tn 

the bottle. The specimen was identified as an Afrixalus delicates and was 
distinguished from Afrixalus aureus by having ~ght brown flanks and the lower 
back being slighty browner and not yellow like the rest of the back. 
The specimen was placed in formalin after it had died and can be viewed at 
Penryn College (Nelspruit, Mpumalanga, South Africa). . 
This location extends the current distribution by approximately 40-50 km. It 1s 
also surprising that the specimen was found on open ground next to water. 

Submitted by 
Darren Pietersen (P. 0. Box 483, Hoedspruit, 1380, South Africa). 

RECENT AFRICAN HERPETOLOGICAL LITERATURE: 23 

W.R. Branch 
Port Elizabeth Museum, P.O. Box 13147, Humewood 6013, South Africa 

This survey covers the period 2001 to present, with a few earlier, overlooked 
papers. For brevity, no articles in any HAA publication are included, neither 
are peripheral publications using Xenopus laevis (or any other African species) as 
a model in biochemical or developmental studies, etc. To assist members, and 
where known, the following annotations are given: the distribution date (in 
brackets) if known to differ from the volume year; an English title for papers 
published in a foreign language; relevant African details from general articles; 
and the names of new taxa. Where given in the original article an email address 
for an author is retained here. 

Akani, G.C., Capizzi, D. & Luiselli, L. 2001. Life History Note: Mehe!Ja 
croui (West African File Snake). Diet. He,petol. Rev. 32(1): 49-50. 

Akani, G.C. & Luiselli, L. 2000. Aspects of the natural history of Natri,item 
(Serpentes, Colubridae) in Nigeria, with special reference to N. 
variegata and N.faliginoides. He,petol. Nat. Hist. 7(2): 163-168. 

Akani, G.C. & Luiselli, L. 2001. A survey of the cultural attitudes of people 
towards reptiles in the Niger Delta, Nigeria: implications for 
conservation. He,petol. Bull. 75: 19-24. 

Akani, G.C., Luiselli, L. & Tooze, Z. 2000. Life History Note: Philothamnus 
heterodermus. Reproduction. He,petol. Rev. 32(1): 50-51. 
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Akani, G.C., Luiselli, L., Tooze, Z., Angelici, F.M., Corti, C. & Zuffi, 
M.A.L. 2001. The ecological distribution of Causus Wagler 1830 
(Viperidae) in Nigeria, with special reference to C. resimus (Peters 
186~) and C. lichtensteini Oan 1859), two species rarely recorded in this 
country. Trop. Zoo/. 14: 185-195. 
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. 307. In: Weber, W., White, L.J.T., Vedder, A. & Naughton-Treves, L. 
(eds.) African Rainforest Ecoloo and Conservation, Yale University Press. 

Lawson,D.P., Noolan, B.P. & Ustach, P.C. 2001. Atheris subocularis 
(Serpentes: Viperidae) revisited: Molecular and morphological 
evidence for the resurrection of an enigmatic taxon. Copeia 2001(3): 
7 3 7-7 44. (Revives Atheris subomlaris from the synonymy of A. 
squamigera). 

Lenk, P., Kalyabina, S., Wink, M. & Joger, U. 2001. Evolutionary 
relationships among the true vipers (Reptilia: Viperidae) inferred from 
mitochindrial DNA sequences. Mo/. Pl?Jlog. Evol. 19(1): 94-104. 
(validates Biti.s rhinoceros as·a full species 

Leslie, A. 2001. Gently smiling jaws. New research into Botswana's Nile 
crocodile population. Afr. Wild/. 55(3): 18-20. 
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Leslie, A. and J. R. Spoti.la (2001 ). Alien plant threatens Nile cro~odil~ 
(Crocoefylus niloticus) breeding in Lake St. Lucia, South Afrtca. Biol. 
Conservation 98, Pp: 347-355. _ 

Leuteritz, T.E.J. 2001. Field research on radiated tortoises (Geochelone radtata) 
in Southwest Madagascar (1997-2000). Bull. Chicago Herp. Soc. 36(6): 
123-130. 

Levine, D. 2002. East and West African black mud turtles, Pelusios subniger 
and Pelusios niger. Tortuga Gazette 38(3): 1, 12. 

Loehr, V.J.T. 2002. Male aggression in captive Namaqualand Speckled 
Padlopers, Homopus signatus signatus. Bull. Chicago Herpeto/. Soc. 37(1): 1-
2. 

Luisella, L. 2001. Some remarks on 'The African snake Bothrophthalmus 
lineatus' by B. Hughes. Herpeto/. Bull. 77: 2-3. 

Luiselli, L., Angelici, F.M. & Akani, G.C. 2000. Reproductive ecolo~ and 
diet of the Afrotrcpical tree snake Rhamnophis aethiopissa (Colubr1dae). 
Herpeto/. Nat. Hist. 7(2): 153-161. 

Mateo,J.A., Geniez, P., Lopez-Jurado, L.F. & Bons,J. 1998 (1999). 
Chorological analysis and morphological variations of saurians ~f ?1e 
genus Uromasryx (Reptilia: Agamidae) in western Sahara. Description 
of two new taxa. Rev. Esp. Herp. (1998) 12: 97-114. ( description of 
Uromasryx jlavifasciata obscura and U. occidentalis). _ 

Mausfeld, P., Vences, M., Schmitz, A. & Veith, M. 2000. Ftrst data on the 
molecular phylogeography of scincid lizards of the genus Mab'!)'a, 
Mo!. Phylo. Evol. 17: 11-14. 

Mayer, W. & Bohme, W. 2000. Case 3085 Lacerta undata A. Smith, 1838_ 
(currently Pedioplanis undata; (Reptilia, Sauria): proposed conservation 
of specific name by designation of a neotype. Bull. Zoo/. Nomenclature 
57(2): 100-102. (the syntypes of this species are referable to 
Pedioplanis lineoocellata pulchella Gray, 1845). . . 

Menegon, M. & Salvidio, S. 2000. Nectophrynoides viviparus: Life History 
Note: Diet. Herpetol. Rev. 31(1): 41. 

Menegon, M., Salvidio, S. & Tilbury, C. 2002. A: new dwar~ chameleon 
from the Udzungwa Mountains of Tanzania, East Africa (Squamata: 
Rhampholeon Gunther 1874) J. Herpeto/. 36(1): 51-57. (description of 
Rhampholeon moyen). 

Moon, S. 2001. Pseudocorc/ylus melanotus melanotus: Life History Note: 
Copulation and Aggression. Herpeto/. Rev. 32(4): · 

Mori, A. 2002. Uoheterodun modestus: Natural History Note: Diet. Herpetol. Rev. 
33(1): 57. 
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Mori, A. & Randriamahazo, H.J.A.R. 2002. I.ioheterodon modestu:: Natural 
History Note: Di.et. He,petol. Rev. 33(1): 57. 

Mouton, P le F.N., Geertsema, H. & Visagie, L. 2001. Foraging mode of 
a group-living lizard, Cort!Jlus cataphractus (Cordylidae). Afr. Zoo/. 35(1): 
1-7. 

Narin, P.M., Lewis, E.R., Purgue, A.P., Bishop, P.J., Minter, L.R. & 
Lawson, D.P. 2001. Functional consequences of a novel middle ear 
adaptation in the Central African frog Peteropedetes parken (Ranidae). J. 
Exp. Biol. 204: 1223-1232. 

Nussbaum, R.A. & Raxworthy, C.J. 2000. Systematic revision of the genus 
Paroedllra Gunther (Reptilia: Sauria: Gekkonidae), with the description 
of five new species. Misc. Pub/. Mus. Zoo/. Univ. Michigan 189: -1-26. 
( description of Paroedura karstophila, P. maingoka, P. tanjaka, P. vahiny 
and P. vaz!mba). 

Nussbaum, R.A. & Raxworthy, C.J. 2000. Commentary on conservation of 
"Sokatra", the radiated tortoise (Geochelone radiata) of Madagascar. 
Amphib. Rept. Conserv. 2(1): 6-14. 

Nussbaum, R.A., Raxworthy, C.J., Raselimanana, A.P. & 
Ramanamanjato, J.B. 2000. New species of day gecko, Phelsuma 
Gr2.y (Reptilia: Squamata: Gekkonidae), from the Reserve Naturclle 
Integrale d'Andohahela, southern Madagascar. Copeia 2000(3): 763-
770. (description of Phelsuma malamakibo) 

Odierna, G., Vences, M., Aprea, G., Lotters, S. & Andreone, F. 2001. 
Chromosome data for Malagasy poison frogs (Amphibia: Ranidae: 
Mantella) and their bearing on taxonomy and phylogeny. Zoo. Sci. 18: 
505-514. 

Oetter, K., Wanke, S. & Vences, M. 2001. Ergiinzendc Daten zur 
Larvalentwicklung von Mantella laevigata Methuen & Hewitt, 1913 

. (Amphibia: Mantellidae). Salamandra 37(2): 99-104. (Additional data 
on the larval development of Mantella laevigata) 

Pedrono, M. & Markwell, T. 2001. Maximum size and mass of the 
ploughshare tortoise, Geochelone yniphora. Chelonian Conserv. Biol. 4(1): 
190. 

Perala, J. 2001. A new species of Testudo (f estudines: Testudinidae) from the 
Middle East, with implications for conservation.]. He,petol. 35(4): 
567-582. (previously confused with Testudo kleinmanni, Testudo wemeri is 
described from the Negev Desert, Israel). 

Perrin, M.R. & Bodbijl, T. 2001. Habitat selection and small mammal prey 
availability of the gaboon adder in Zululand (KwaZulu-Natal), South 
Africa. S. Afr.]. Wild/. Res. 31(3-4): 115-126. 
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Perrin, M.R. & Bodbijl, T. 2001. Diet and prey selection of the gaboon 
adder in Zululand (KwaZulu-Natal), South Africa. S. Afr.]. Wild/. 
Res. 31(3-4): 127-134. 

Pieh, A. 2000. Testudo graeca soussensis, eine netie Unterart der Maurischen 
Landschildkrote aus dem Sousstal (Siidwest-Marokko) [Testudo graeca 
soussensis, a new subspecies of the Spur-thighed Tortoise from the 
Souss Valley (south-western Morocco)]. Salamandra 36(4): 209-222. 

Rakotomalala, D., Vences, M. & Goodman, S.M. 2001. Geographic 
distribution: Mantella nigncans. He,petol. Rev. 32(2): 115. 

Ramsay, S.L. 2002. Decapitation of the tortoise Chersina angulata: is the large 
grey mongoose a headhunter? Afr. Zoo/. 37(1): 114-116. 

Raselimanana, A.P., Raxworthy, C.J. & Nussbaum, R.A. 2000. 
Herpetofaunal species diversity and elevational distribution within the 
Pare National de Marojejy, Madagascar. pp 157-174. In: "A Floral 
and Faunal Inventory of the Pare National de Marojejy, Madagascar: 
With reference to elevational variation." ed. S.M. Goodman. Fieldiana 
Zoo/. n.s. 97 .. 

Rasmussen,J.B., Chirio, L. & Ineich, I. 2000. The herald snakes 
(Crotaphopeltis) of the Central African Republic, including a systematic 
review of C hippocrepis. Zoosystema 22(3): 585-600. 

Rasolonandrasana, B.P.N. & Goodman, S.M. 2000. Importance du couloir 
forestier situe entre le Pare National d'Andringitra et la Reserve 
Speciale du Pie d'lvohibe pour la conservation des vertebrates 
terrestcs. pp. 139-154. In: W.R. Lourenco and S. M. Goodman (eds.), 
Diversite et endimisme a Madagascar. Mem. Soc. Biogeog., Paris. 

Raxworthy, C.J. & Nussbaum, R.A. 2000. Extinction and extinction 
vulnerability of amphibians and reptiles of Madagascar. Amphib. Rept. 
Conserv. 2(1): 15-23. 

Raxworthy, C.J., Forstner, M.R. & Nussbaum, R.A. 2002. Chameleon 
radiation by oce.inic dispersal. Nature 415: 784-787 . 

Rodel, M-O. 1998 (1999). A new Hyperolius species from Tai National park, 
Ivory Coast (Anura: Hyperoliidae: Hyperoliinae). Revue fr. Aquanol. 
25(3-4): 123- 130. (description of Hyperolius nienokouensis). 

Rodel, M-O. 1999. Uber die folgen eines Bisses von Athens chlorechis (Pd, 
1851). He,petofauna 21: 21-24. (On a bite from Athens ch/orechis). 

Rodel, M-O. 2002. Amphibian Monitoring in Africa (Cote d'Ivoire and 
Kenya) and Asia (Borneo): Global Amphibian Diversity Analysis 
Group (GADAG). Froglog 49: 2-3. 

37 



African Herp News No. 35 October 2002 

Rodel, M-O. & Ernst, R. 2000. Bufo taicnsis n. sp., eine neue Krote aus dem 
Tai'-Nationalpark, Elfenbeinkiiste. He,petofauna 22(125): 9-16. (Bujo 
taiensis n. sp., a new toad from Tai National Park, Ivory Coast). 

Rodel, M-O. & Ernst, R. 2001. Redescription of the tadpole of Ph/yctimantis 
boulengeri Perret, 1986 (Anura, Hyperoliidae), with preliminary 
comments on the biology of the species. A/ytes 18(3-4): 178-186. 

Rode!, M-O. & Ernst, R. 2001. Description of the tadpole of Kassina lamottei 
Schiotz, 1967. J. He,petoL 35(4): 678-681. 

Rode!, M-O. & Ernst, R. 2002. A new reproductive mode for the genus 
Phrynobatrachus: Phrynobatrachus alticola has nonfeeding, nonhatching 
tadpoles. J. He,petoL 36(1): 121-125. 

Rode!, M-O., Ernst, R., Leistner, G. & Fahr, J. 2000. Zurn 
Totstellverhalten_einiger westafrikanischer Frosche. Salamandra 
36(2):125-130. [Death-feigning in some West African frogs] 

Rode!, M-O., Kouadio, K. & Mahsberg, D. 1999. Die Schlangenfauna des 
Comoe-Nationalparks, Elfenbeinkiiste: Erganzungen und Ausblick. 
Salamandra 35(3): 165-180. (The snake fauna of the Comoe National 
Park, Ivory Coast: Supplements and prospects). 

Rode!, M-O. & Mahsberg, D. 2000. Vorlaufige Llste der schlangen des Tai
Nationalparks, Elfenbeinkiiste und angrenzender Gebiete. Salamandra 
36(1): 25-38. (Preliminary list of the snakes of the Tai National Park, 
Ivory Coast, and adjacent areas). 

Rode!, M-O. & Spieler, M. 2000. Trilingual keys to the savannah-anurans of 
the Comoe National Patk, Ivory Coast. Stuttgarter Beitr. Naturk. ser. A 
31: 1-31. 

Roll, B. 2000. 1=Jgodac!Jlus capensis (A. Smith). Sauria. 22(3 Suppl.):487-490. 
Rosier, H., Obst, F.J. & Seipp, R. 2001. Eine neue Taggecko-Art von 

Westmadagaskar: Phe/suma hie/scheri sp. n. (Reptilia: Sauria: 
Gekkonidae). ZooL Abh. Mus. Tierk, Dresden 51(6): 51-60. (A new day 
gecko from western Madagascar: Phelsuma hie/schen) 

San Diego Turtle and Tortoise Society, 2002. Sulcata -African spum:d 
tortoise (Geochelone Slllcata). Tortuga GaZ: 38(7): 1-4, 8. 

Schatti, B. 2001. A new species of Coluber(sensu lato) from the Dahlak 
Islan_ds, Eritrea, with a review of the herpetofauna of the archipelago. 
Ruman]. He,petoL 8(2): 139-148. ( description of Coluber la7,e111) 

Schatti, B. 2001. On the type locality and North-east African distribution of 
Latastia L longicauda (Reuss, 1834). He,petozoa 14(1/2): 5-7. 

Schatti, B. & Desvoignes, A. 2001. The herpetofauna of southern Yemen 
and the Sokotra Archipelago. lnstrumenta Biodiversitatis 4. Geneve, Mus . 

. Hist. Nat. 179p. 

38 

African Herp News No. 35 October 2002 

Schatti, B. & Gunther, R. 2001. Type localities of amphibian and reptile 
species collected by Hemprich and Ehrenberg in southwestern Arabia 
and Eritrea. Mitt. Mus. Nat.kd BerL, Zoo/. Reihe 77(1): 153-
156.Schatti, B. & Utiger, U. 2001. Hemerophis, a new genus for 
Zamensis socotrae Gunther, and a contribution to the phylogeny of Old 
World racers, whip snakes, and related genera (Reptilia: Squamata: 
Colubrinae). Rev. Suisse Zoo/. 108(4): 919-948. (places the Afrotropical 
species Jlorulmtis in the genus Platyceps but the relationships of other 
species, e.g. smithii, scorteccii, somalicus and Z!brinus remain unresolved 
within Coluber sensu Jato) 

Schi0tz, A. & Westergaard, M.M. 2000. Notes on some Hyperolius (Anura: 
Hyperoliidae) from Tanzania, with supplementary information on two 
recently described species. Steenstrupia 25(1): 1-10. 

Schleicher, A. & Loehr, V.J.T. 2001. Husbandry, behaviour and captive 
breeding of the Nama padloper, Homopus be7,eri, from southwestern 
Namibia .. Chelonian Consero. BioL 4(1): 165-170.Searle, J.B. 2001. 
Tanzanian to::ds. Hey, who turned off the water? Curator's Rept. 
wcs. 2001: 3. 

Senter, P. 2001. Life History Note: Phi/othamnus imgularis imgularis. 
Reproduction. He,petol. Rev. 32(1): 51. 

Senter, P. 2001. Life History Note: Psammophis phillipsii. Reproduction. 
Herpetol. Rev. 32(1): 51. 

Senter, P. 2001. Life History Note: Apara//actus niger. Variation. He,petoL 'Rev. 
32(1): 45.Seymour, C.L., de Klerk, H.M., Channing, A. & Crowe, 
T .M. 2001. The biogeography of the Anura of sub-equatorial Africa 
and the prioritisation of areas for their conservation. Biodiv. Consen:. 
10: 2045-2076. 

Stewart, M.M. & Halloy, M. 2002. Raymond Laurent. Copeia 2002(1): 245-
247. 

Tandy, M. & Perret, J-L. 2000. The Bufo tuberosus species group with the 
description of a new species from the rainforest of Cote d'Ivoire. Rev. 
Suisse Zoo/. 107(2): 389-418. (description of Bufo amieti, which is 
predated by Bufo taiensis Rode! and Ernst 2000). 

Taylor, P. 2002. Amphibian Decline in the Kariba Wilderness area, 
Zimbabwe. Froglog 49: 3. 

Tidd, S.T., Pinder, J.E. III & Ferguson, G.W. 2001. Deforestation and 
habitat loss for the Malagasy flat-tailed tortoise from 1963 through 
1993. . Chelonian Consero. Biol. 4(1): 59-65. 
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Trappe, J-F. & Mane, Y. 2000. Les serpents des environs de Dieltno (Sine
Saloum, Senegal). Bull. Soc. He,p. Fr. 95: 19-35. (The snakes of the 
Dieltno region, Senegal) 

Valentin, R. & Delville, P. n.d. (2001 ?) Maintien et reproduction Python 
regiuJ (Shaw, 1802). Situ/a 3: 26-36. (Maintenance and reproduction of 
Pythcn regiuJ) 

van Dijk, D .E. 2001. Osteology of the ranoid burrowing African anurans 
Brevicep! and HemisuJ. Afr. Zoo/. 36(2): 137-141. 

van Rensberg, C. 2002. Double take. Africa Geographica 10(2): 38-41. 
(African python killing impala and being disturbed from meal by 
leopard). 

van Wyk, J.H. 2001. Seasonal variation in stomach contents and diet 
composition in the large girdled lizard, CorcfyluJ giganteuJ (Reptilia: 
Cordylidae) in the Highveld grasslands of the northeastern Free State, 
South Africa. Afr. Zoo/. 35(1): 9-27. 

Vences, M., Aprea, G., Capriglione, T., Andreone, F. & Odierna, G. 
2002. Ancient tetraploidy and slow molecular evolution in 
Scaphiophryne-. ecological correlates of speciation mode in Malagasy 
relict amphibians. Chromo. Ru. 10: 127-136. 

Vences, M. & Glaw, F. 2001. Geographic Distribution: LalioJtoma /abromm. 
Madagascar. He,petol. Rev. 32(1): 55. 

Vences, M. & Glaw, F. 2001. When molecuies claim for taxonomic change: 
New proposals on the classification of Old World treefrogs 
(Amphibia, Anura, Ranoidea). Spixiana 24(1): 85-92. 

Vences, M. & Glaw, F. 2001. Systematic review and molecular phylogenetic 
relationships of the direct developing Malagasy anurans of the 
Mantidacrylus a!per group (Amphibia, Mantellidae). A/ytes 19: 107-139. 

Vences, M. & Glaw, F. 2002. Molecular phylogeography of Boophis 
tephraeomyJtax. a test case for east-west vicariance in Malagasy anurans 
(Amphibia, Anura, Mantellidae). Spixiana 25(1): 79-84. 

Vences, M. & Glaw, F. 2002. Mantidacry/us klemmeri: Correction of Locality 
Record. Madagascar: Chaincs Anosyennes. He,petol. Rev. 3.3(1): 62. 

Vences, M., Glaw, F. & Ar.dreone, F. 2002. Anodonryla boulengeri: 
Correction of Locality Record. Madagascar: Majojejy. He,petol. Rev. 
33(1): 61. 

Vences, M., Glaw, F. & Bohme~ W. 1999. A review of the genus Mantel/a 
(Anura, Ranidae, Mantellinae): taxonomy, distribution and 
conservation of Malagasy poison frogs. A/ytes 17(1-2): 3-72. 

Vences, M., Glaw, F. & Fisher, B.L. 2002. Notes on the distribution of 
Dyscoph,u inmlaris (Anura: Microhylidac). lle,petol. Rev. 33(1): 18-19. 
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Vences, M., Glaw, F.,Jesu, R. & Schimmenti, G. 2000. A new species of 
Heterixalus (Amphibia: Hyperoliidae) from western Madagascar. Afr. 
Zoo/. 35: 269-276. 

Vences, M., Glaw, F., Kosuch, J., Bohme W. & Veith, M. 2001. Phylogeny 
of South American and Malagasy boine snakes: molecular evidence 
for the validity of Sanz!nia and Acrantophis and biogeographic 
implications. Copeia 2001: 1151-1154. 

Vences, M., Glaw, F., Kosuch,J., Das, I. & Veith, M. 2000. Polyphyly of 
Tomopterna (Amphibia: Ranidae) based on sequences of the 
mitochondrial 16S and 12S rRNA genes, and ecological biogeography 
of Malagasy relict amphibian groups. pp. 229-242. In: W. R. 
Lourenco and S. M. Goodman ( eds.), Divmiti et endimisme a 
MadagaJcar. Mero. Soc. Biogeog., Paris. 

Vernet, R. 2000. Observations preliminaires rnr l'herpetofaune de la 
Republique de Djibouti. Bull. Soc. He,p. Fr. 93: 37-43. (Preliminary 
observations on the herpetofauna of Djibouti) 

Vinke, T. & Vinke, S . 2000. MalacochmuJ tornieri (Siebenrock). Sauria. 22(3 
Suppl.):495-498. 

Webb, J.K., Branch, W.R., & Shine, R. 2001. Dietary Habits and 
Reproductive Biology of Typhlopid Snakes from Southern Africa. J. 
He,petol. 35(4): 558-567. 

Wieczorek, A.M., Drewes, R.C. & Channing, A. 2001. Phylogenetic 
relationships within the Hypero/ius viridiflavuJ complex (Anura: 
Hyperoliidae), and comments on taxonomic status. Amphibia-Reptilia 
22: 155-166. 

Whiting, M. 2002. Field experiments on intersexual differences in predation 
risk and escape behaviour in the lizard P/atyJaums broadlryi. Amphibia
Reptilia 23(1): 122-124 

Wilms, T. & Bohme, W. 2000. A new UromaJtyx species from south-eastern 
Arabia, with comments on the taxonomy of UromaJtyx aegyptia 
(Forskal, 1775) (Squamata: Sauria: Agamidae). He,petozoa 13(3/ 4): 
133-148. 

Books, Theses and Reports 
Branch, W.R. 2001. Everyone'! Guide to Snake! of Southern Africa, revised ed. 

Stroik Publishers, Cape Town, 112p. 
Channing, A. 2001. Amphibian! of Central and Southern Africa. Protea 

Bookhouse, Pretoria, 470p. 
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Harrison, J.A., Burger, M., Minter, L.R., de Villiers, A.L., Baard, 
E.H.W., Scott, E., Bishop, P.J. & Ellis, S. 2001. Conservation 
Assessment and Management Plan for Southern African Frogs. Final 
Report. IUCN/SSC Conservation Breeding Specialist Group: Apple 
Valley, MN, USA., 198p + appendices. 

Slabbert, S. 2001. The role of tortoises in Thicket Vegetation in the Eastern 
Cape. M.Sc. thesis, Department of Zoology, University of Port 
Elizabeth. 

Spawls, S., Howell, K., Drewes, R. & Ashe, J. 2001. A Field Guide to the 
Reptiles of East Africa. Academic Press, London, 543p. 

Visagie, L. 2001. Grouping behaviour in the armadillo lizard, Corc!Jlus 
cataphractus. M.Sc. thesis, Department of Zoology, University of 
Stellenbosch. 

Book Reviews 
Barts, M. 2000. Chamaeleo ca!Jptratus, Das Jemenchamaleon. In: Saun·a 22(4): 

46. 
Bauer, A.M. 2001. Amphibians and Reptiles ofMadaga.ffar and the Masmrene, 

Seychelles, and Comoro Islands by F-W Henkel and W. Schmidt, Krieger 
Pub!. Co., Florida, 2000. In: Herpetol. Rev. 32(2): 141-142. 

Onderstall, J. 2002. The South Afn·can Tortoise Book. A Guide to southern African 
tortoises, terrapins and turtles. by R.C. Boycott and O.Bourquin, privately 
pub!. 0. Bourquin, 2001. In: Veld & Flora, March 2002, p35. 

Sievert, I. 2000. Chameleons: Nature's Hidden Jewels by Patr Necas. Edition 
Chimaira, Frankfurt/Main. In: Bull. Chicago Herpetol. Soc. 35(8): 187. 

NEW MILLENIUM BOOKS 

The following reptile journals were recently acquired by Andrew 
Isles Natural History Books. The sets are complete, in very good 
condition and bound. For further information try their website at: 
www.Andrewlsles.com/ search.htm 

[17046) Copeia, volumes 1-59. Ann Arbor: 19132001. Octavo, 59 volumes. 
Binder's dark blue cloth, minor fading and rubbing to some of the early 
volumes, the first 54 volumes with the owner's name Ruthven (Alexander G. 
Ruthven), a very good set. AU$8000.00 
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[17047) Herpetologica, volumes 1-22. Chicago: 1936-2001. Octavo, 21 
volumes. Binders dark green cloth (except volume 22), a very good set 
AU$4500.00 

[17048) Journal of Herpetology, volumes 1-17. Athens: 1968-2001. Octavo, 
17 volumes. Binder's royal blue cloth and gilt lettering, a fine set A 0$4000.00 

[13361] Henderson, Robert W. Neotropical treeboas: natural history of the 
Coral/us hortu/anus complex. Melbourne FL: 2002. Octavo, dustwrapper; 197 
pp., colour photographs, other illustrations. AU$110.00. An overview of the 
biology of a single species of neotropical tree boa. 

RECENTLY RELEASED AND SOON TO BE RELEASED TITLES 
KRIEGER PUBLISHING COMPANY 

,,,TAD~ou:s-oF sourii-EASTERNAUSTRAT,IA: A Gulde With Keva 
, l,y Marl/Iii Aii,,tLi . , , , . , , • 

,,,., °".Ii• Ed. '2002 . , · 281 pp. ISBN l-876)34-63·0 Cloth $44.50 
·, ,:; .\'. , Th11 ~l°"ndbteaklng work on the identifi0111lon uf tadpol•~ rcpresenlll on ideal synth...;, of rcicooe ond 

·. • :'-• . _nll!W'IIJ history that win_ encnunige !'<>'1'. aibftrour and pmfe~onal IO·obtlen,: Rnd moniror declining frog 
,fauna, TM bo6k I• de!rigned rnr111e 6oth mtbe field and the labo111iory for 1he idcntifica1ion of tadpoles nn<l 

, , ' , fros ens. 'ii dcacri~ 84 .pccie,, including 30 spcci~nevcr dtscrib<d ebc:wbert. The first part of the book 
'11'.:~rovldet ~i!r IM!fvieM ot_f'rag. cla111rrcalion, "-lopmental-stage1 and tonservat1m1· i!IIIUCO. -Part 2 in
~ eludes !UI 1denUfic;at1on key:fbl' tadpolct and another for egga.and t!lllbryo!I. It lncluclct il'ilc:ctlon on collect-

.·• 1- ,'· . , ·U~g·tadpolttr and misl_ng tl\en\ tn _captivlt)'•to confinn Jdentity. Part 3 pn1Yides ck.1aJled,'.lliu!ltrnte,~ apecic, 
de>enptions,o(lld~les 11nd ~dull /rogJ, mfh dlsfrlbutian mnpslor each specie,. The book lnclucte. 268. fuD•_eoloi:.i,li«ograph, 
~nd more t~an 300 lme dra"'.'np. Tad/JOI""_ o/S<H11_h-m,tl!rll A,urm/ia sets a new benchmark for rigonl\ls t1txonomlc work. Pub-
lished by New Holland Pubhshent, Anslnilut.' (Avo,/ab(e through Kr/,gtr Puh/l,hlng C(lllt['(1n.v.) . 

--f~<F .. '!"•,._.,_..,,.-{l:>" ·;':'.} ·T't",.·..,_ •• • ~ •" •. '• 

· LlFE;IlOVE,AND REPTILES: An Aotobil'lfWphy or SIM,rman A. Minton, Jr~ M.O. 
1?i-; Shmn11tl A-. Mlnf<Jn, Jr. · ' . • 

':lJ,edtieJ ~ )]reek Dortliolomcw .. 
''"l')tfj'.:Ed.12001''•' .• ' ··23G w: ISBN 1-57524-172--2 C.1orh $24.50 
:l- lif_thlil lwlot,Minton IIIIDf!!s 1bme of his many cxperieocos, from being on a navy •hip whon it was bil by" 

'' ·?:~~~:l~~•.to d(v1ns ~~ $ta snakes in !"" Soulh. P-,ci~c; ch .. ing gocka1 ,in·the Sind- l:>eurt on<I 
l-~~IJ ro;'l'lc wl,111 ~!cu cf1~<e11 in Ctntrwl AmeriCII. 'fhis 1s a·modcst account oftM, fliil nnd c,,citing 
1,IJ'}lt\i d(\h~,:sflled•miil'ffJlW'l.ciiin'f fath~ 6f modern Indiana herpetology; cxp<."11 hrtmiinolngy, •ca •Mkcs. 
•:i.'~ ililike bll(1.anif dc.-otcd hiubanl/ and fllther. The life ond career of \his unusual inlm \YCfC fa.scinnting. 

' . 'ii.!1'"1 ::'.' \ '! "i~Jttp In New Albany,_a Slllllll t°""! ~his be!~ "'°thcrn lndlw, he decided rri!iocomc i'herpotolo
g,sL•l1i,: t,~r, I U.S',,Senator, dl_~ !Jf ~11 ~•r ~boie6 And'p'e his SOIi the oprion o, becoming a lawyer or a mcdiCII I 
doc~lnron chose the lattef.TJir®iJ,011~f o(liffa 11'11Yell/ Minmn collected lnfotnllld6n about'an,phiblllil~ and reptile.<, •nd 
publ~shed~ tllan 150 ~ftlU\j(tcil p(ip(m ll\d.bl56b/ l\,,'6 popular books, Ji,nm,11>1<1 Rtpllles·and Gilfnf .Rq,tll,-., cooulhoo."1 
hy_h10;wlf!'~f!~1Mg !!Qtsta_nt, ~lldg,, lhnhetf<J!d Mib!O!'; ,have bttn olaplc& for the )'Ollnger generndon or Mrpcrologists. He 
alSo '\l'rtJ!e·ef <;l;~rrt6t11/on 10· the,H/>f/WtoltJflji tifWe,f,Pok/mut; which N!malna the most dcfiniti,.., book on tl1e 8Qhjcct to dntc. 

• !" • '., ,~,-·"".:.: ~ .. j -~ ~. ,·. . . 

. ~JJ-,qu~nttp_fmo., moit:liid~!mi'f,~f,t~t.ff"ll,~{t{j/n,,et;,l11i;,;.t11xl,noll'1:J' 11ntl m,didn, 1,f (ii• pn.'11 ~n yrars,>Y'JU•III . 
_n, In mri·tlrh l+'IJndt,ful bl1o1t.•-Snnamn H,rp,mt,,g!,1 . . '. . 

"".:'..•••\ ' . ,, 

n1-nscl1rllflnx bfHJA, lurrtl lo put iow,c. A 111Usi for •nyofle lnit!tWSttd in repfila"-A.ninu,I." E:cntic mu/ Sma/J ,\lagntim1 

43 



African Herp News No. 35 October 2002 

PRESS RELEASES 
Russian rat snakes hatch at the Pretoria Zoo 
Five Russian rat snakes hatched at the National Zoo, Pretoria, South Africa on 
15 January 2002. They are a welcome addition to the reptile collection at the 
zoo. 
The Russian rat snake has often been called the friendliest of the larger snakes. 
It is native to the wetlands and farmlands where small rodents abound. 
They are commonly found in Russia, especially in the areas aroundrivers, as 
well as in Korea, China and Mongolia. These snakes lay between six and 14 
eggs per year and can attain a total length of 2.Sm. 

Frogs, frogs ..... everywhere! 
6 March 2002 
The National Zoological Gardens of South Africa had added eight new dart
poison arrow to the collection already housed at the zoo. 
What makes these small frogs so extraordinary is the fact that their skin' 
secrete such a strong poison as to cause rapid death! Dart-poison arrow frogs 
are only found in Central and South America where the Indians have extracted 
poison from their bodies for use on the tips of theor blow-darts for many 
years. The newest arrivals include blue dart-poison frogs, two yellow and black 
dart-poison frogs and two green and black dart-poison frogs. These frogs were 
brought to South Africa from Europe. 
Blue-dart-poison frogs are extinct in their natural habitat due to rapid 
deforestation in the Amazon. 

Basilisk hatches at Pretoria Zoo, South Africa 
6 March 2002 
Another splendid reptile to be hatched at the Pretoria zoological gardens is a 
basilisk. All species of basilisk live in tropical America. These iguana lizards 
always live among shrubs and tress near water onto which they drop the 
moment they are disturbed. The animal ma.y go straight to the bottom of the 
water and stay there for a while, surfacing only when the intruder or 
disturbance has had time to move· away. 
It may also run across the surface of the water with its body held semi-erect. 
There can be little doubt that the basilisk's lightweight bidy, as well as the 
spread of the mong-fringed toes, is important in this act of running across the 
water. In certain parts they are referred to as the Jesus Christ lizard! 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

MEMBERSHIP FEES As OF 1 APRIL 2001 

AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP 

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP 

1 year membership Rl00.00. Submit in Rand 

3 year membership R270.00. Submit in Rand 

SCHOLAR: 
1 year membership R70.00. Subm~t in Rand. 

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP 

DOLLAR PAYMENTS 
1 year membership $30.00. Submit in US Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 

3 year membership $80.00. Submit in US Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 

Note: Please, no U.S. "postal" money orders, U.S. Dollar "Eurocheques" or Rand Euro
cheques. Members in Europe should submit the DM equivalent by Eurocheque. 

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS 
1 and 3 year memberships - Rand equivalent of US$ rate payable by bankers draft or money 
order (NOT postal order). 

Owing to numerous banking problems, members are kindly requested not to submit 
payments directly to any Building Society or Bank Account. All payments should be made out 
to the Herpetological Association of Africa and be submitted directly to: 

THE SECRETARY 
HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
DEPARTMENT OF HERPETOLOGY, 
TRANSVAAL MUSEUM, 
P.O. BOX 413, PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA 0001 
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