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EDITORIAL

It is now over a year since issue 35 of African Herp News and this long
overdue issue is replete with natural history and distributon notes, along with
the latest update on African Herp literature from Bill Branch (apologies from
the editor for the delay). Also in this issue we introduce a new form of note,
Herpetological Surveys, for brief, annotated lists of significant survey
results. It is nothing new for African Herp News to publish species lists for
important areas but we hope that this section will encourage further
submissions in a standard format.

The greatest news of the year is that Africa will host the 5th World Congress
of Herpetology (WCHS5). This event will take place in Cape Town during
November 2005 and is being organised by a committee comprising
herpetologists from Africa and elsewhere around the world (see news item,

38). The smooth running of the congress will require support from the
HAA and active involvement of many members in organising scientific
symposia, workshops, exhibitions and tours. To this end African Herp News
and the society WWW site will follow developments closely in the lead up to
the congress and act as a conduit between the organising committee and
African herpetologists. The most important stepping stone along this path is
the next HAA symposium, which will be held near Port Elizabeth in
October 2004 (announcement p.38).

The past year has seen several changes to the society. Particular thanks are due
to both Liz Scott and Louis Du Preez who have served ably in their respective
roles as secretary and treasurer. Among several innovations instigated or
encouraged by Liz and Louis are a streamlining of the membership database
(fear to be in arrears!), changes to the membership fee structure, a verbally
digestible format for statements and new options for payment that make it
easier for overseas members to join the society. Much of the more mundane
society communication now takes place by e-mail, which allows membership
dues to be put to better uses in producing the journal and in HAA symposia.
Any members with Internet access who have not received the recent annual
statement electronically should send their e-mail addresses to the secretary
(address inside the front cover).
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SHORT COMMUNICATIONS

REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF NGUU NORTH FOREST
RESERVE, TANZANIA: A FIRST CONTRIBUTION

Michele Menegon!, Sebastiano Salvidio? & David Moyer?

Museo Tridentino di Scienze Naturali, via Calepina 14,C P.393, I-38100
Trento, Italy. ?Dipartimento per lo Studio del Territorio e delle sue
Risorse, DIP.TE.RIS. Corso Europa, 26, I-16132 Genova, Italy. *Wildlife
Conservation Society (New York Zoological Society), P. O. Box 936,
Iringa, Tanzania

Survey area

Research was conducted from 15th to 23rd February 2002 in Nguu North
Forest Reserve, Handeni district, Tanga Region, Tanzania, in an area of about
1 km?® centred on 57284975, 37°28'317E. Daytime temperatures ranged from
22,5 to 26,5°C, and night temperatures from 18 to 21°C. Relative humidiry
ranged from 80 to 98%, with highest values recorded during night time.
Elevation in the sample area was between 1175 - 1265 m. Habitat was typical
dense evergreen submontane forest comprised of multple dominant tree
species, a canopy height of 25 to 40 m and emergents up to 50 m (Loverr,
1993, Seddon ef @/.1999).

The Hastern Arc is a chain of isolated massifs stretching from southeast
Kenya through south central Tanzania. The abrupt eastern facing slopes of
these mountains are covered by dense rainforest, and are well known for their
elevated level of biodiversity and endemism (Burgess et al. 1998; Myers et al.
2000). In spite of this, few massifs have been extensively sampled from a
biological point of view and many others are lacking even basic checklists
(Howell, 2000). To date for instance, no herpetological survey has been
carried out in the Nguu mountains thar comptise several peaks and ridges
running North to South on the ecastern Edge of the Maasai Steppe, in
northeastern Tanzania. Here we present the first contribution to knowledge of
a-diversity in the Nguu Notth Forest Reserve,

The Nguu North Forest Reserve is the largest of nine forest reserves in the
Nguu mountains (Fig. 1) and covers an area of aboutr 14042 ha (Seddon e 4/,

(08]

African Herp News No. 36 December 2003

1999). The climate is oceanic and rainfall is around 1500 mm/year (Lovett,
1993).

Figure 1. Location of the Nguu mountains, Tanzania
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Searches were conducted both during the day and by night. Animals were
photographed in the field to record their natural coloratdon and voucher
specimens where collected. These were cuthanazed with ethyl ether and
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preserved in 70% alcohol. The keys and species descripgons 1n Channing
(2001); Menegon e af (2002); Schiotz (1999) and Spawls e @/ (2001) were
used for species determination in the field and in the laboratory.

When possible, advertising calls of amphibians were recorded using a Sharp
MD-MT 877H minidisk and Sony C-76 directional microphone. Calls were
analysed using Canary 1.2.4 (Cornell Bioacoustic Workstation) and compared
with published (Schietz, 1999; Channing, 2001) and unpublished sonograms
or calls descrptions (Channing; Menegon; Moyer unpublished data). All
collected specimens, pictures and call recordings were deposited in the Museo
Tridentino di Scienze Naturali (MTSN cod.), Trento, Italy.

Annotated list of Amphibians and Reptiles collected in Nguu North

Forest Reserve.

Amphibia

Hyperoliidae

Afrixalus uluguruensis (Barbour & Loveridge)

Voucher specimens: MTSN 5135,5136,5137

An Eastern Arc endemic and forest-dependent species. Several populations

are present in the Eastern Arc and these show considerable call variation

(Schiatz, 1999; Menegon, unpublished data). The specimens from Nguu also

show some morphological variation in comparisons with those in the

Udzungwa forests and, thus, require further taxonomic analysis. This species

was commonly observed along streams during the night.

Leptopelis flavomaculatus (Ginther)
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5167, 5168, 5169

Leptopelis vermiculatus (Boulenger)
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5172, 5173, 5174, 5175

Leptopelis uluguruensis Barbour & Loveridge
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5170, 5171

Hyperolius mitchelli 1.overidge
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5159, 5160, 5161

Hyperolius puncticulatus (Pfeffer)
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5162, 5163, 5164, 5165
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Microhylidae

Hoplophryne rogersi Barbour & Loveridge

Voucher specimens: MTSN 5158

The Nguu record extends this species range inland from a single previously
known area, the eastern Usambara massif (Johansson et al. 1998).

Callulina sp.

Voucher specimens: MTSN 5153

Advertisement calls from specimens collected and recorded in Nguu North
Forest Reserve appear to belong to an undescribed species (Alan Channing
pers. com.). Previous observations on differences in call strucrure between
Callulina populatons from Mount Mtai Forest Reserve in the East Usambara
and Ukaguru mountains wete made by Evans et al. (1992).

Probreviceps cf. macrodactylus
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5402

Ranidae
Ptychadena anchietae (Bocage)
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5191

Phrynobatrachus uzungwensis Grandison & Howell

Voucher specimens: MTSN 5187, 5188, 5189, 5190

The occurrence of this species in the Nguu Mountains extends its distribution
northward from previous records in the Udzungwa and Uluguru Mountains
(Burgess et al., 1998).

Phrynobatrachus natalensis (Smith)
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5184, 5185, 5186

Arthroleptidae
Arthroleptis stenodactylus Pteffer
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5147, 5148, 5149, 5150, 5151, 5152

Arthroleptis cf. affinis
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5145, 5146

Arthroleptis xenodactyloides (Boulenger)
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Voucher specimens: MTSN 5200, 5201, 5202

Reptilia

Gekkonidae

Cnemaspis africana Werner

Voucher specimens: MTSN 5154, 5155, 5156, 5157

Chamaeleonidae

Rhbampholeon cf. boulengeri

Voucher specimens: MTSN 5192, 5193, 5194, 5195, 5196, 5197, 5198, 5199
According to the key of Menegon e a/. (2002), the pigmy forest chameleons
collected in North Nguu Forest Reserve appear very similar to R. boulengeri, an
east-central African species, known from sporadic records in western Kenya,
Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi (Spawls et al., 2002). Scalation and hemipenial
morphology of Nguu Forest Reserve specimens have been compared with
specimens of R. boulengeri collected in Western Kenya and Rwanda and those
conserved in the Alexander Koenig Museum of Bonn, Germany. No
differences were detected in the external morphology of these specimens,
while the hemipenes of 5 Nguu males showed vety similar features but a
lower number of horny papillae on the apical hotns in comparison with 3
males from Kakamega forest in western Kenya and in Rwanda (8-11 papillae
in Nguu specimens versus 12-13 in R. boulengeri sensu stricto). Considering the
gap between Nguu Mountains and the nearest populaton of R boulengeri and
our small sample size, molecular analysis of the Nguu population is needed to
assess its taxonomic status. It is interesting to note that a previous record of a
bonlengeri-like pigmy chameleon in eastern Tanzania was cited by Spawls ef o/

(2002).

Scincidae

Leptosiaphos kilimensis Stejneger
Voucher specimens: MTSN 5176, 5177
Mabuya varia Peters

Colubridae

Philothamnus macrops (Boulenger)

Voucher specimens: MTSN 5179

A Tanzanian endemic, previously known from three apparentdy discrete
populations; from Tanga Region inland to the Usambara mountains, from
Unguja island in the Zanzibar archipelago and from the Tanzanian coast south
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to the Rondo Plateau (Spawls et al., 2002). The Nguu population represents
the furthest inland record of this species.

Viperidae

Bitis gabonica (Dumeril & Bibron)

This large viper is known in eastern Africa from sporadic records along the
Albertine rift to a single record in western Kenya, and along the Tanzanian
coast from the Usambara range south to the Ruvuma River (Spawls ef al
2002). The presence of this species in the Nguu Mountains and in the
Kilombero Valley, not far from Mang’ula - 07°51'01"S - 36°53'10" - at 450 m.
a.s.l. (Menegon, 1999 pers. obs.), suggests a wider distribution in Tanzania. In
Nguu forest an adult female was collected duting the day on the forest floor.
Local farmers know this species well and it is considered common in
cultivated areas along the forest edge.

Summary

To date 22 species, 15 Amphibians and 6 Reptles have being identified to
species. However, some specimens, in particular Rbamphoteon cfr.bosulengers and
Arthroleptis sp. were problematic and are sall under investgation. Thus the
reported checklist must be considered preliminary. This first contribution to
the herpetofauna of Nguu Mountains confirms that several species considered
endemic to the Usambara Mountains have a wider distribution. This was
already suggested by Evans & /. (1992). In fact, the ranges of three species,
Hoplophryne rogersi, Callulina sp., Philothamnus macrops and Bitis gabonica were
significantly extended by our findings. 'rom a conservation point of view,
Nguu North Forest Reserve is considered an important site due to the
presence of large portons of undisturbed submontane rain forests that sustain
several forest-dependent birds (Seddon er af, 1999). Moreover, several
endemic or near endemic amphibians and reptiles ate present. However,
despite our survey, these forests remain pootly known and deserve much
more field efforts.
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NATURAL HISTORY NOTES

African Herp News publishes brief notes concerning the biology of the herpetofauna of
the African continent and adjacent regions, including the Arabian peninsula,
Madagascar, and other islands in the Indian ocean.

A standard format is to be used, as follows: SCIENTIFIC NAME;
Common name (using Bill Branch’s Field Guide 1o Snakes and other Reptiles of
Sonthern Africa, third edn. 1998, for reptiles; and Passmore & Carruthers’ Sonth
African frogs, 1995, for amphibians as far as possible)) KEYWORD (this
should be one or two words best describing the topic of the note, eg.
Reproduction, Avian predation, etc.); the Text (in concise English with only
essential references quoted and in abbreviated form); Locality (country,
province or state, locadon, quarter-degree unit, and lagtude and longitude if
available; elevation above sea level; use metric units); Date (day, month, year);
Collector(s); Place of deposition and museum accession number
(required if specimens are preserved).

Submitted by: NAME, Address (in parentheses).

REPTILIA
TESTUDINES

TESTUDINIDAE
Geochelone pardalis
Leopard Tortoise

Fire avoidance

According to Boycott & Bourquin (2000. The Southern African tortoise book.
Russel Friedman Books, Halfway House, South Africa) one of the greatest
threats to rortoises is veld fires with many burnt every year especially in slow
burns during daylight hours over the hot summer months when tortoises are
most active. An excepton to the rule is the Geometric Tortoise (Prammobates
geometricus) from the Western Cape which could well be fire adapted (Boycott
& Bourquin, gp. cit). Branch (1998 Field guide fo snakes and other reptiles of
Southern Africa. Struik, Cape Town) mentions that the Leopard Tortoise
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(Geochelone pardalis), which is widespread throughout the savanna areas of
Southern Africa, including Namibia, succumbs to veld fires.

Whilst fighting a veld fire due west of Windhoek in the foothills of the Kaiser
Wilhelm Mountains (Namibia - Highland Savanna; Giess 1971. A provisional
vegetation map of South West Africa. Dinteria 4) during the late afrernoon in
August, an adult Leopard Tortoise was observed avoiding the fire by climbing
into a Trumpet Thorn bush (Catophractes alexandri). The tortoise was
approximately 30cm off the ground when first noticed and subsequently fell
out of the bush after which it was righted and inspected for burn damage
before being released. The fire had recently passed by and had consumed the
grass cover in the vicinity, although the bush in which the tortoise had taken
refuge had not ignited. The tortoise was not damaged during this incident, as
far as could be determined, except for watery eyes, possibly caused by the
smoke.

From this observaton it is clear thart tortoises - a Leopard Tortoise in this case
- have the ability to avoid fires by climbing into vegetation. This method of
fire avoidance would probably be ineffective in hot fires when shrubs/bush
would also be consumed by fire.

Submitted by

Peter L. Cunningham (Polytechnic of Namibia, Department of Narture
Conservation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek, Namibia. E-mail:
peunningham(@polviechniceduna) and Willie Adank  (Polytechnic  of
Namibia, Department of Nature Conservation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek,
Namibia. E-mail: wadank(@polytechnic.edu.na)

REPTILIA
SAURIA

GEKKONIDAE
Pachydactylus turneri
Turner’s Thick-toed Gecko

Diet

10
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During a spell of intense termite (Hodotermes mossambicus) activity after rainfall
in Windhoek, Namibia, on the third and fifth of December 2002, we observed
a feeding frenzy by three species of lizards actively utlizing the rermites. The
species involved were Mabuya spilogaster (Kalahati Tree Skink), Agama aculeata
(Ground Agama) and Pachydactylus turneri (Turner’s Thick-toed Gecko). The
skinks and agamas were the most visible and present in large numbers
although the most interesting sighting was that of the gecko. The time that the
observations were made (both days) was between 16h00 and 17h00 with
sunset only occurring around 19h00 during this time of the year.

Thick-toed Geckos are classified as nocturnal although some of the larger
species are often found foraging on prey items from the safety of their shelters
during daylight hours (Branch 1998 Freld guide to snakes and other reptiles of
Southern Africa. Struik, Cape Town). Pachydactylus turneri 1s one of these large
geckos with the individual observed feeding on the termites being an adult
male (SVL 85mm & Tail 65mm). The gecko was foraging on the termites in
an open parking area approximately 3-4m from the closest suitable cover. This
individual actively pursued 18 termites before retreating to cover and then
proceeded to prey on a further 18 termites passing it before calling it a day
(5/12/2002). A total of 36 termites of approximately 15-20mm in size each
were consumed within 5 minutes. Hodotermes massanbicns have previously been
identfied in the diet of Prenopus garrulns macnlatns, Chondrodactylus angniifer
angulifer, Pachydactylus bibronii, Pachydactylus mariguensis latirostris and Pachydactylus
panctatus from the Keetmanshoop area in Southern Namibia (Bauer e o/ 1989
8. Afr | Zool 24: 239-243). According to Bauer ef ol (gp. ct) geckos might
even be able to “predict”, via environmental cues, localized outbreaks of
arthropod prey.

The fact that the P. twmeri individual observed feeding on H. mossambicus
termites in Windhoek was prepared to throw caution to the wind indicated
that the benefits of partaking in this exceptional feast ourweighed the possible
threats it could have encounteted away from cover during daylight hours.

Submitted by

Peter L. Cunningham (Polytechnic of Namibia, Department of Nature
Conservation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek, Narmibia. E-mail:
paunningham@npolvrechnic.eduna) and  Willie  Adank  (Polytechnic  of
Namibita, Department of Nature Conservation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek,
Namibia. E-mail: wadanki@polytechnic.cdu.na)
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

African Herp News publishes brief notes of new geographical distributions (preferably
at least 100 km from the nearest published record) of amphibians and repdles on the
African continent and adjacent regions, including the Arabian peninsula, Madagascar,
and other islands in the Indian Ocean.

A standard format 1s to be used, as follows: SCIENTIFIC NAME;
Common name (for sources, see Natural History Notes); Locality (country,
province or state, location, quarter-degree unit, and latrude and longitude if
available; elevation above sea level; use metric units); Date (day, month, year);
Collector(s); Place of deposition and museum accession number
(required if specimens are preserved); Comments (including data on the size,
colour and taxonomic characters, eg. Scalation, webbing, especially for
taxonomically problematic taxa; and nearest published locality record(s) in km;
references to be quoted in the text). Submitted by: NAME, Address (in
parentheses).

Records submitted should be based on specimens deposited in a recognised
collection. New South African province names must be used.

Notes submitted in an incorrect format or style will be returned to the
authors.

REPTILIA
SERPENTES

ATRACTASPIDIDAE

Micrelaps vaillanti (Mocquard 1888)
Desert black-headed snake
Tanzania, Mwanza Region & District, Mwanza (0234Db) 02931°8 34°54°L.

After having returned the proofs of my paper (Rasmussen |B 2002 A review
of the African members of the genus Mirelaps Boetrger 1880 (Serpentes
Atracraspididae). Trop. Zool 15:71-87), additional Tanzanian specimens of the
rare M. vaillanii were found in NMW and RMNH, respectively.

12
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A juvenile female (25cm; RMNH 23480) with the characteristic pale collar
(Broadley DG 1993 Mierelaps boetigeri. ]. Herpetol. Assoc. Afr. 24:42) from
Mwanza extends the currendy known distribution by approximately 350 km
WNW from Mro Wa Mbu, northeast of Lake Manyara, Tanzania. Spawls S, K
Howell, R Drewes & | Ashe (2002 A field guide to the Repdles of East Africa.
Academic Press, Natural World, San Diego) following Loveridge 1957 (Bull
Mus. Comp. Zool,, Harvard 117:153-362) erroneously referred the latter record to
M. bicoloratus rather than to M. vaillanti (formerly M. boetiger).

A juvenile male (24cm; NMW 27379) without locality but from Deutsch
Ostafrika (= Tanzania) has a much lower number of ventral scutes (204 versus
235) and higher number of caudal scutes (26 versus 16) than the female and a
lower number of ventrals than that of the single known Tanzanian male (221
scutes; AMNH 67931) from Mto Wa Mbu.

Acknowledgements

These records are part of the results of visits to various museums sponsored
by the Danish Research Council in connection with a mapping project of
African snakes. T am most grateful to Franz Tiedemann, Naturhistorisches
Museum, Wien (NMW) and Marinus Hoogmoed, Natonaal Naturhistorisch
Museum, Leiden (RMNH) for their unfailing hospitality during my visits to
their institutions.

Submitted by
Jens Bodtker Rasmussen (Zoological Museum University of Copenhagen,
Universitetsparken 15, DK-2100 Copenhagen @, Denmark;

ibrasmussen@zmuc.ku.dk

The Swabili place name Mto Wa Mbo translates literally as "the river of mosquitos"

13
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Micrelaps vaillanti RMINH 23480 (JB Rasmussen)
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the first known record of L. swagicas in KwaZulu-Natal, extending its range
approximately 170 km southwards from Mbabane and Elangeni in Swaziland.

Acknowledgements:
Richard Boycott is thanked for providing information on literature references
and locality records for Swaziland.

Submitted by

Warren R. Schmidt (Postnet Suite 101, Prvate Bag X01, East Rand, 1462.
schmidozie(@hotmail.com) and Elizabeth Scott (Department of Herpetology,
Transvaal Museum, P.O. Box 413, Pretoria, 0001, cscotdd@nfi.co.za).

REPTILIA
SAURIA

COLUBRIDAE

Lamprophis swazicus Schaefer, 1970

Swazi Rock Snake

South Africa, KwaZulu-Natal, Ngome District, Tygerskloof Plantadon
(2731C) 27°50°S, 31920°E, 1250 m asl. Collected by E. Scott & W. Schmidt, 31
October 2002. TM 84364.

Juvenile female found at 07h45 under a small, flar rock restng on a large
granitic slab, in a rocky grassland area - veld type 43: Northeastern Mountain
Grassland (Low & Rebelo 1996. Vegetation of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziiand.
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, Pretoria). Heavy rains
had fallen the ptrevious evening and the area was wet. The specimen was
found rogether with a Spotted House Snake Lamprophis gnttatns (Smith, 1843)
(TM 84363). This is the first record of syntopy between the two species and

14

LACERTIDAE

Nucras livida Smith, 1838.

Karoo Sandveld Lizard

South Africa, Northetrn Cape Province. We found two adult specimens
between 10:30 am and 11:40 am on the farm Papkuilsfontein (3119 AC,
31°33°267S, 19°11°27”E, 730m asl), 20 km south of Nieuwoudtville on 12th
September 2002. The specimens were collected on sandy soils of the
Bokkeveld Group. Vegetation in this area consists of thorny shrubs with few
succulents.

Both specimens were similar in colour, being dark with lighter stripes on the
back and extensive yellow spots on the flanks. The taxonomic characters ate
as being described for the genus Nuwerus and Nueras fvida in Branch (1998 Field
guide ty snakes and other reptiles of Southern Africa. Struik, Cape Town). Snout-
vent-length measured 68.3 mm and 69.0 mm respectively. The two specimens
were deposited in the Ellerman Museum of the University of Stellenbosch
(Museum numbers: USEC/H — 2861 and USEC/H - 2862).

Two more specimens were found along the west coast: one just before
Vredendal on the way from Lutzville (3118 CB, 31°38°49”S, 18°26’43”E;
specimen deposited in PE Museum) and one south of Vredendal, northeast of
Lambert’s Bay, near Koeivleiberg and Elandsvlei (3118 CD, 31°54'107S,
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18°29°177°E), with both specimens collected by M. Burger on 13 September
1999.

These records extend the distribution range notthwards by approximately 220
km. The nearest published record is 2 km along the road to Vlakte
(Rietbokfontein), 14 km north of Kannaland (3320 DC, 33°48’S, 20°37°E)
(Branch, W. R. and Bauer, A.M. 1995. Herpetol. Nat. Hist. 3(1): 47-90). This
specimen is in the PE Museum (PEM R7064).

Submitted by
D.A. du Toit and A. Alblas (Department of Zoology, University of
Stellenbosch, Prvate Bag X1, Mateland 7602, South Africa. E-mail:

daduronfdisun.ac.zu; aa2(@sun.ac.za)

VARANIDAE

Varanus albigularis

Rock or White-throated Monitor

The Rock Monitor’s natural distribution is described as “throughout the
savanna and semi-desert regions of the subcondnent” (Branch, 1998:209). In
Namibia the distribution is stated as “particularly in the country’s northern,
central and ecastern regions” Jauch, (2002). The distribution map in Branch (gp.
¢t) includes much of the Namibian interior although it excludes the
northwestern, southwestern and southeastern corners. In this note we are
trying to establish the NW range limit within Namibia of 17 albigularis based
on current acceptably supported evidence.

FitzSimons (1938:193) first documented the occurrence at Kamanjab (IT™M
17256,TM 12785), while Mertens (1955:84) refers to the Kaokoveld without a
substantiated locality. TM 48455 from Farm Arendsnes (19295, 1434E)
extended the known range further westwards. Bayless (2002:1645, Fig.2.)
shows several records in the NW corner of Namibia but does not supply the

supporting references for them. Griffin (Bayless 2002:1665; pers. com.):

repotts a sighting from Ohopoho (Opuwo) and states that Rock Monitors are
especially common in sandy areas towards the east of Namibia. Bayless (op. «i#)
also provides records of 17 albignlaris on the V7 wiloticus distribution map
(2002:1645: Fig.3) and lists erroneous sight and photographic records from
Aus Waterhole and Halali Camp - Okerfontein pond in the Etosha National
Park, Khorixas-Vingerklip and Farm Quickborn (TM 4548) as Nile monitors.
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The idendfication of FMNH 134127 and MCZUB 134127 from Brown Farm,
7,5 Km south of Omaruru listed as U0 wiloticns (Bayless, 2002:1683) is
unacceptable, as there is no permanent river in that area and it must therefore
be assumed that they are also 7 albigularis specimens.

On 28 July 2000 at 10h30 an adult Rock Monitor with an approximate length
of 90cm (total length) was observed and video taped in the northwestern
Kunene Region of Namibia at Wéreldsend (20°13°S, 13°54°E, 793m asl.). This
individual was slightly injured behind the left front limb, which seemed to be a
recent injury, and was moving at a leisurely pace in a southeasterly direcdon,
occasionally being mobbed by Pied Crows. Wéreldsend lies about 35 Km.
from he border of the Skeleton Coast Park and approximately 75 Km from
the Adantic Ocean. According to staff who have lived and worked in the area
since 1981, no Rock Monitor had ever been seen so far west before. However,
Professor I'.C.Eloff photographed an adult at Wéreldsend in 1976 (Colour
slide in Transvaal Museum slide collection).

Varanus albignlaris at Wereldsend (FC Eloff: Transvaal Museum photo)

According to Loutit (pers. com.) Rock Monitors are occasionally sighted in
the dry western areas especially after good rains and he even recalls seeing one
in the Skeleton Coast Park during the early 1980's. Brain (pers. com.) srates
that they are scarce in the Kunene Region although occasionally sighted in the
Palmwag / Sesfontein area. This is substandated by a colour slide taken by
Professor F.C.Eloff of an individual at Sesfontein in 1977 (Colour slide 1n the
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Transvaal Museumn slide collection). In the Etosha Nadonal Park, further east,
they are quite common (Phillips 1995), especially in the Okaukuejo and Halali
areas (Berry, pers. com.), although less common towards the west in the
Orjivasandu area (Adank, pers. com., Du Preez, pers.com). Two Rock
Monitors were sighted in the Ogivasandu area on 14 October 2002 (pers.
obs.). Phillips (1995) mentions that monitors travel over great distances and
that the home range of males averages about 10 square miles (25.6 Ha.).

It 1s possible that Rock Monitors follow ephemeral rivers such as the
Springbok (tributary of the Uniab River — Wereldsend locality), Uniab,
IKhoichab, Ugab, Huab and Hoanib Rivers westward, thus occasionally
making their appearance further west than generally accepted. TM 56907 from
about 22km due west of Sesfontein in the Ganamub River, 6 Km from the
confluence with the Hoanib River (19°10°5, 13°42°E, coll. 27 August 1983 by
E. Erb.) may be an example of this situation (Bauer ¢f @/, 1993). They may
even occur permanently in these rivers although at low densiges and are rarely
encountered (Britz, pers. com., Griffin, pers. com.). Above average rainfall
during the previous 3 years in parts of the Kunene Region may also have
contributed to the range extension of this species westwards into areas not
usually deemed prime habitat.
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GEKKONIDAE

Colopus wahlbergii wahlbergii Peters, 1869

Kalahari Ground Gecko

Zambia, Southern Province, Kazungula District, Kalamba Station on the old
Zambezi Sawmill Railway (1725DA); 24 November 2002; Paul Van Daele;
Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe NMZB 16974,

Specimen found at a depth of 20 cm in Kalahari sand while excavating a nest
of mole rats (Cryplomys). It is a female measuring 58 + 38 mm. The head is
large, with a blunt snout, as is typical of Celgpus; the claws on the toes are
barely distinguishable. The dorsum is pale brown with darker mottling and
dark speckling on the tail.

This 1s the first Zambian record for this secretive fossorial species, the nearest
previous record being from Victoria Falls on the Zimbabwe side, about 35 km
to the southeast (Broadley & Spawls, 1991, | Herperol Assoc. Afr. 39: 19).
Haacke (1998. Afr Herp News 27: 20) has recorded this species from several
localites in northern Botswana and from near the W bank of the Kwando
River in the Captivi, the latter locality is about 250 km W of Kalamba Station.
It seems likely that this species will eventually be found in Angola.

Submitted by
Donald G. Broadley (Biodiversity Foundation for Africa, P.O. Box FM 730,
Famona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe) and Paul Van Daele (P.O. Box 61189,

Livingstone, Zambia).

Pachydactylus fasciatus Boulenger 1888

Banded thick-toed gecko

Namibia, Karas Region, Karasburg District, Warmbad (2818BC), 28°26°S
18°44°E, 800 m asl. Collected by C. R. Owen 21 March 1994. TM 79074,

This juvenile specimen represents the southernmost record for the species. All
carlier confirmed records of P. fasdatss are from the Erongo and Kunene
Regions of northwestern Namibia (Bauer & Branch 1991. |. Herpetol. Assoe.
Afr. 39:1-5), where it is locally abundant under stones on the ground or, more
rarely, under the bark of fallen trees (pers. obs.). The veracity of an older
record from Kuibis [Guibes] (26161DB) had previous been questioned (Bauer
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& Branch, gp. at), but the new Warmbad record lends credence to the
possibility that P. faswatus does occur at Kuibis and perhaps ranges
continuously from northwestern Namibia almost to the Orange River.
Records from the Notthern and Western Cape Provinces of South Africa,
however, are all the result of mis-identifications, and an old record from
Walvis Bay (2214CD) probably reflects the point of shipment of the specimen
rather than its point of collecton (Bauer & Branch, op. i), Warmbad is 270
km southeast of the outlying Kuibis locality and 750 km south-southeast of
the established contiguous range of the species. Despite specific climatic,
physiographic, and vegetational differences, both the northern and southern
localities of P. fasaatus fall within, or along the more mesic edge of, the Nama-
Karoo biome (Irish 1994. Navors. nas. Mus., Bloemfontein 10: 549-592.).
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HERPETOLOGICAL SURVEYS

African Herp News publishes sparsely annotated species lists resulting from local
surveys of amphibians and repdles on the African continent and adjacent regions,
including the Arabian peninsula, Madagascar, and other islands in the Indian Ocean.

The area surveyed may be of any size but should be a defined geographic unit
of especial relevance to the herpetological community. For example, surveys
could address declared or proposed conservation reserves, poorly explored
areas, biogeographically important localities or administrative zones. The
relevance of survey results should be judged by the extent that these records
fill distriburional gaps or synthesise current knowledge.

Survey results should be presented in the following format: SURVEY AREA;
Survey Locality (country, province or state, location, Quarter-Degree loci, or
bounding latitude and longitude); Dates (day, month, year); a brief statement
of Relevance; and the SPECIES LIST, including Sdentific names, site / habitat
information; evidence (including museum registration numbers and location
of vouchers); and any further comments (where required). The note should
end with a Summary statement, followed by Acknowledgements, cited
References (where required) and the names and addresses of authors.

As far as possible survey records should be based on accessible and verifiable
evidence (specimens deposited in public collections, photos submitted
illustrating diagnostic features, call recordings and sonograms, or DNA
sequences accessioned into publicly accessible databases).

SURVEY AREA : Cockscomb (T'Numga) mountain

Survey Locality : South Africa, Eastern Cape Province, 3324DB

Dates : 74-10% December 2002

Relevance : At 1758m Cockscomb is the highest peak in the south-eastern
Fastern Cape, towering over surrounding peaks (1100-1500m) in the
Grootwinterhoek range. The rugged southern side of the mountain is
managed by Eastern Cape Department of the Environment as part of the
Baviaanskloof Conservation Area and falls within both the Cape Floral Region
World Heritage nomination area and the proposed Baviaanskloof Mega-
Reserve. A small portion on the northern side is under the custodianship of
the Mountain Club of South Africa (MCSA) with the remainder managed by
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private landholders. The vegetation of Cockscomb includes Alpine, Mesic and
Restioid subtypes of Montane Fynbos (Boshoff A, Cowling R & Kerley G
2000. The Baviaanskloof Conservation Area. Report No. 27, Terrestrial Ecology
Research Unit, University of Port Elizabeth)

(Abbreviations: NMB, National Museum, Bloemfontein; SAFAP, South
African Frog Atlas Project. Point localities are given as longitude and latitude,
in decimal degrees, and elevation above sea level. All records have been
accessioned into the Cape Flotistic Region biodiversity database maintained
by Western Cape Nature Conservation, Jonkershoek)

SPECIES LIST
Amphibia
Afrana fuscigula
Adults and tadpoles observed in a stream on the southern side, (voucher
specimens: NMB A7003, 1 tadpole: 24.80944E, —33.57500N, 1089m; NMB
A7004, 4 tadpoles: 24.81167E, -33.57917N, 900m}.

Breviceps adspersus pentheri

Abundant, calling contnuously during misty, overcast weather. The brief,
trilled call resembles that of B. adspersus pentheri. This area is at the western
distribudonal limit for this species, at high altitude in comparison to nearby
records and in unusual habitat {montane fynbos), thus the specific status of
populatons in the eastern Cape Fold Mountains requires confirmation
(Audio recordings submitted to SAFAP, record MC1578: 24.80278E, —
33.57222N, 1279m)

Heleaphryne hewitti
Tadpoles abundant in an upper tributary of the Groot River flowing
through mesic fynbos in a deep kloof on the southern slopes of the
Grootwintethoek range. The extreme SE comer of 3324DB includes 2
previously known site, Komiteebrug on the Diepkloof River, Elandsberg.
Nonetheless this is a significant finding as it extends the known range of
this Critically Endangered species by over 25km to a substantial area of
undisturbed habitat on a separate mountain range. Identity confirmed by
DNA sequencing from tadpole tail samples; a sequence from this sitc was
identical to that from the type locality (Geelhoutboom River, 3325CC).
These differ by more than 1.4%, at the conservative 165 mtDNA gene,
from all other described species (Sequence "HhCC" submitted to GenBank;
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voucher specimens NMB A7002, 7 radpoles : 24.81167E, -33.57917N,
900mm)

Reptilia

Avconiias orientalis
In soil under a small, flat rock in restioid montane fynbos (specimen &
genetic sample under study by SR Daniels, Stellenbesch University:
collected at 24.79139E, —33.568601N, 1364m)

Afroedura sp.
Two large Afvedura observed in a vertical crack, in an outcrop of Table

Mountain Sandstone. One of these was collected as a voucher specimen.
These appear to be an undescribed species previously collected in the
Baviaanskloof area, currently under study by WR Branch (voucher
specimen: NMB R8457: 24.79361E, -33.57139N, 1305m)

Agama atra
(observaton records only: 24.81611E, —33.55750N, 950m; 24.81417E, —

33.56611N, 1000m; 24.79167E, —=33.56806N, 1296m)

Bradypodion taeniabronchum

Two individuals encountered on the northern slopes in the late afternoon
after a hot sunny day (18:00 — 19:27, 7% December 2002). Both wete active,
climbing on rocks and a dead Lewcodendron bush, respectively, despite
encroaching twilight. Tail-ip samples were taken for DNA sequence
analysis (KA Tolley — A distribution note on DNA based assessment and
distribution of this species has been submitted for the next issue of African
Herp News) (24.79472E, —33.57083N, 1225m)

Cordylus microlepidotns
(voucher specimen: NMDB R8456; 24.78611E, —33.56833N, 1550m)

Pedigplanis burchelli
(voucher specimen: NMB R8459: 24.80639E, -33.57222N, 1155m;
observatonal record 24.79167E, =33.56806N, 1290m)

Tropidosanra grlaris

(voucher specimen: NMB R8458: 24.79361E, —33.57139N, 1308m)

Naja nivea
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A decaying, road-killed adult individual was observed in nama karoo
vegetation near the base of the mountain (24.85889L, —33.51250N, 460m)

Summary

Higher areas within the eastern Cape Fold Mountains are poorly surveyed.
This brief survey uncovered range extensions for two Crtically Endangered
species and a further record for an undescribed Cape Fold Mountain endemic
Afroedura. Both the Bradypodion and Heleophryne records were confirmed using
DNA sequence data through comparison with all other described species,
with  voucher sequences submitted to the GenBank database
(htrp:/ /www.nchinlmanihgov/). Future surveys ate likely to extend the
distribudon of these taxa on the Grootwintethoek range and to discover
further range extensions for montane fynbos species within this transitional
area berween winter and summer rainfall.
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RECENT AFRICAN HERPETOLOGICAL LITERATURE: 24
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Port Elizabeth Museum, P.O. Box 13147, Humewood 6013, South Africa

This survey covers the period 2002 to present, with a few earlier, overlooked
papers. For brevity, no articles in any HAA publication are included, neither
are peripheral publicatons using Xenopus /laevis (or any other African species)
as a2 model in biochemical or developmental studies, erc. To assist members,
and where known, the following annotations are given: the distribution date
(in brackets) if known to differ from the volume year; an English dte for
papers published in a foreign language; relevant African dertails from general
articles; and the names of new taxa. Where given in the original article an
email address for an author is retained here.
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from Tai National Park, Ivory Coast. Herpetol. |. 12: 55-61.
{description of Atherss hirsuia).

Fleck, J. & Fleck, S. 2001. Erfolgreiche Nachzucht von Chersina angulata und
Homapus areolatns iber mehrere Jahre. Elaphe. 9(3): 5-14. (Successful
breeding of Chersina angulata and Homopas areolatus over several years).

Flemming, A.F. & Mouton, P. le F.N., 2002. Reproduction in a group-
living lizard, Cordylus catapbractus (Cordylidae) from South Africa. [
Herpetol. 36(4): 691-696.

Fritzsche, D. & Fritzsche, M. 2002. Experiences in keeping and breeding of
Testudo keleinmanni Lortet, 1883, the Egyptian Tortoise. Radiata. 11(3):
31-39.

Geniez, P., Mateo, J.A and Bons, J. 2000. A checklist of amphibians and
reptiles of Western Sahara (Amphibia, Repdlia). Herperozoa. 13(3/4):
149-163.

Gerlach, J. & Willi, J. 2002. A new species of frog, genus Sooglossns (Anura,
Sooglossidac) from Silhouette Island, Seychelles. Amphibia-Reptilia
23(4): 445-458 (descripdon of Seaglossus pipiledryas)

Girard, F. 2002. Notes on the size of the terrestrial South African Gecko,
Pachydactylus ansteni Hewict, 1923. Gekko 2(2): 29-33.

Girard, F. 2002. Maintenance and captive reproduction of two small, South
African geckos, Pachydactylus geitie (Sparrman, 1778) and Pachydactylus
weberi Roux, 1907. Gekko 3(1): 14-18.
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Girvan, J.E., Olson, W.M. & Hall, B.K. 2002. Hind-limb regeneration in
the Dwarf African Clawed Frog, Hymenochirus boettgeri (Anura:
Pipidae). J. Herpetol. 36(4): 537-543.

Glaw, F. & Vences, M. 2000. Mantella madagascariensis und Mantella baront.
DATZ. 53(1): 18-22.

Glaw, F. & Vences, M., 2002. A new cryptic frog species of the Mantidactylus
boulengeri group with a divergent vocal sac structure. Awmphibia-Reptilia
23: 293-304. (description of Mantidactylus enki).

Glaw, F. & Vences, M., 2002. A new species of Mantidactylus (Anura:
Mantellidae) from Andasibe in eastern Madagascar. J. Herpetol. 36(3):
372-378. (description of Mantidactylus moserr).

Glaw, F. & Vences, M., 2002. A new sibling species of the anuran subgenus
Blommersia from Madagascar (Amphibia: Mantellidae: Mantidactylus)
and its molecular phylogenetic relationships. Hezpetol. J. 12(1): 11-20.
(description of Mantidactylus sarotra).

Glaw, F., Vences, M. & Schmidt, K., 2001. A new species of Parvedura
Gimnther from northern Madagascar. Spixiana 24(3): 249-256.
(description of Parvedura lobatsara).

Gockel, M., Hufer, H. & Kallas, S. 2001. Biotopbeobachtung, haltung und
Vermehrung von Bradypodion tenwe (Matschie 1892). Elaphe. 9(2): 11-
17. (Field observations, care and breeding of Bradypodion tene)-

Goldberg, S.R. & Bursey, C.R. 2002. Helminths of seven specics of lacerdd
lizards from southern Africa. Afr Zool 37(2): 159-164.

Gramentz, D., 2001, Zur Okologie und Ethologie von Stenodactylus petrii
Anderson, 1896 in West-Tunesien. Sauria 23(4): 3-9. [On the ecology
and ethology of Stenodactylus petrii Anderson, 1896 in west Tunisia].

Gramentz, D., 2001. Zum Komfortverhalten von Uromastyx dispar maliensis
Joger & Lambert, 1996 Sauria 23(4): 37-39. (On the comfort

behaviour of Uremastyx dispar maliensis Joger & Lambert, 1996).

Gramentz, D. 2002. Zur Okologie und Ethologie von Tarentola manmiitanica
fascicularis (Daudin, 1802) in West-Tunesien Sawria 24(1): 31-38. (On
the ecology and ethology of Tarentola manritanica fascicnlaris (Daudin,
1802) in West Tunisia).

Gramentz, D. 2002. Zur Okologie und Ethologie von Tarentola masuritanica
manritanica (Linnaeus, 1758) in Nord-Tunesien Saura. 24(4): 13-18.
(On the Ecology and ethology of Tarentola mauritanica maurilanica
(Linnaeus, 1758) in northern Tunisia).

Griffith, H., Ngo, A. & Murphy, R.W. 2000. A cladistic evaluaton of the
cosmopoliran genus Eumeces Wiegmann (Repiilia, Squamata,
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Scincidae). Russian [. Herpetol, T: 1-16. (a new genus Novoeumeces was
erected for the schnezderi group)

Grillitsch, H. & Grillitsch, B. 2002. On the distribution of Telseopus fallax.
Discussion of a record locality. Herpetozoa 14(3/4): 172-173.
Gruschwitz, M. & Schmidt, A. 2001. Das Blouberg Conservaton Project -

Eine einzigartige Schutzinitiative fur siidafrikanische Reptlien
braucht Unterstitzung. Elaphe 9(2): 65-69. (The Blouberg
Conservation Project - support needed for a unique protection
initiative for South African reptles.)

Hailey, A. & Lambert, M.R.K. 2002. Comparative growth pattern in
Afrotropical giant tortoises (Reptilia Testudinidae). Tropical Zool15:
121-139.

Halliday, T. 2002. The DAPTF in Africa. Froglg (51): 1.

Heideman, N.J.L. 2002. A comparison of the breedirig and non-breeding
season diets of Agama aculeata and Agama planiceps (Reptilia: Agamidae)
in Windhoek, Namibia. . Herpetol. 36(3): 515-520.

Hernandez, M., Macameyer, N., Rando, ]J.C., Valido, A. & Nogales, M.
2001. Addition of a new living giant lizard from La Gomera Island to
the phylogeny of the endemic genus Gallotia (Canatian Archipelago).
Herpetol. ]. 11: 171-173. (discovery of a colony of living Gallotia
gomerana which was previously only known from subfossil material)

Herrel, A., Meyers, J.]., Nishikawa, K.C. & De Vree, F., 2001.
Morphology and histochemistry of the hyolingual apparatus in
chameleons. . Morphol 249: 154-170.

Hughes, B. & Wade, E.O.Z. 2002. On the African leopard whip snake,
Psammaophis leapardinus Bocage, 1887 (Serpentes, Colubridae), with the
description of a new species from Zambia. Budl, nat. Hist. Mus. Lond.
(Zool.) 68(2): 75-81. (description of Psammophis gambiensis)

Ibrahim, A.A., 2000. A method of attaching radio transmitters to desert
monitors, [aranus griseus, in Zaranik Protected Area, North Sinai,
Egypt. Bull. Brit. Herpetol. Soc. T1: 27-29.

Jesus, J., Brehm, A. & Harris, D.]J., 2002. Relationships of Tarentola
(Reptilia: Gekkonidae) from the Cape Verde islands estimated from
DNA sequence data. Amphibia-Reptilia 23(1): 47-54.

Joger, U. & van Damme, K., 2002. Hemidactylus forbesii Boulenger, 1899
(Fotbes' Halbfingergecko), Insel Abd El Kuri (Yemen: Sokotra-
Atchipel); Acdvitit in Meer. Elgphe 10(4): 67.

Kearney, M. & Kearney, N. 2002. Geckos of the promised land: a magical
month in Madagascar. Gekko. 2(2): 21-28.
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Kochva, E. 2002. Arractaspis (Serpentes, Arracraspididae) the burrowing asp; a
multdisciplinary minireview. Bul nat. Hist. Mus. Lond. (Zool.) 68(2):
91-99.

Kriiger, J. 2001. Dic madagassischen Gekkoniden, Teil IT: Die Geckos der
Gattung Lygodactylns Gray, 1864 (Reptilia: Sauria: Gekkonidae).
Gekkota. 3: 3-28. (The Geckos of Madagascar. Part 2: Geckos of the
genus Lygodactylus Gray, 1864)

Lambert, M.R.K. 2001. Death from pesticides reviewed among non-target
amphibians in Sub-Saharan Africa. Herpetol. Buil. 78: 21-27.

Loader, S.P., Wilkinson, M., Gower, D.]. & Msuya, C.A. 2003. A
remarkable young Scolecomorphus vittatns (Amphibia: Gymnophiona:
Scolecomorphidae) from the North Pare Mountains, Tanzania. J. Zool,
Lond. 259(1): 93-102.

Loehr, V.J.T. 2002. Population characteristics and activity patterns of the
Namaqualand speckled padloper (Homapus signatus signatus) in the eatly
spring. . Henpetol. 36(3): 378-389.

Loehr, V.J.T., 2002. Homopus Research Foundation — Participation in
ficldwork on Homopus signatus. Radiata. 11(1): 17.

Létter, M. 2002. Frogging in Mozambique. SABONET News 7(2): 112-113.

Love, B. 2001. Madagascar's Houdinis. Fauna 2(4): 44-59.

Love, B. & Ford, N.B., 2001. Madagascarophis colubrina: una ilustre olvidada: la
serpiente ojos de gato de Madagascar. Reptilia (Spanish ed.) (29): 43-
48.

Love, B. & Ford, N.B., 2001. Madagascarophis colubrina: Curiously overlooked:
the neglected Malagasy cat-eyed snake. Reptilia (English ed.) (16): 43-
48,

Luiselli, L., Akani, G.C. & Angelici, F.M., 2000. Arboreal habits and viper
biology in the African Rainforest: the ecology of Atheris Squaniger.
Israel |. Zool. 46: 273-286.

Luiselli, L., Politano, E., & Angelici. F.M. 2000. Ecological cotrelates of
the distribution of terrestrial and freshwater chelonians in the Niger
Delta, Nigeria: a biodiversity assessment with conservation
implications. Ren. Ecol. Terre 17 55(1): 3-23.

Luiselli, L., Effah, C., Angelici, F.M., Odegbune, E., Inyang, M.A,,
Akani, G.C. & Politano, E. 2002. Female breeding frequency,
clutch size and dietary habirs of a Nigerian population of Calabar
Ground Python, Calabaria reinbardti. Herpetol. . 12(3): 17-129.

Lutzmann, N. & Necas, P. 2002. Zum Status von Bradypodion tavetansn
(Steindachner, 1891) aus den Taita Hills, Kenia, mit Beschreibung
einer neuen Unterart (Reptilia: Sauria: Chamaeleonidae) Salamandra
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38(1): 5-14. (On the status of Bradypadion tavetanum (Steindachner,
1891) from Taita-Hills, Kenya, with description of a new subspecies
{(Repulia: Sauria: Chamaeleonidae)).

McCartney, C. 2003. Obituary: Garth Leon Underwood, 1919-2002. Copeia
2003(1): 222-225.

Meik, .M., Jeo, R.M., Mendelson III, J.R. & Jenks, K.E., 2002. Eftects
of bush encroachment on an assemblage of diurnal lizard species in
central Namibia. Bio/. Conserv. 106: 29-306.

Mori, A. & Tanaka, K.. 2001. Preliminary observatons on chemical
preference, antipredator responses, and prey-handling behavior of
juvenile Leioheterodon madagascariensis (Colubridae). Current Herpetol.
20(1): 39-49.

Mouton, P. le F.N., Nieuwoudt, C.J., Badenhorst, N.C. & Fleming,
A.F. 2002. Melanisdc Cordylus polyzonns (Sauria: Cordylidae)
populations in the Western Cape, South Africa: Relicts or ecotypes. [.
Herpetol. 36(3): 526-531.

Payne-Gill. M., 2002. The Natural Moment: Bulldozer. Nazura/ History May
2002: 94-95 (photographic record of African bullfrog, Pyxzcephalus
adspersiis, constructing channel for tadpoles)

Pedrono, M. & Markwell, T. 2001. Maximum size and mass of the
ploughshare tortoise, Geochelone yniphora. Chelonian Conser. Biol. 4(1):

190.
Pelt, T. van. 2001. Kinixys belliana nogueyi - Bell's Hinged Tortoise. Radiata.
10(4): 24-29.

Phelps, T. 2002. A study of the Black Mamba (Dendroaspis polylepis) in
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa, with particular reference to long-term-
refugia. Herpetol. Buil. 80: 7-19.

Rage, J.C. & Werner, C. 1999. Mid-Creraceous (Cenomanian) snakes from
Wadi Abu Hashim, Sudan: the carliest snake assemblage. Palacontol.
afr. 35: 85-110. (although fossil snakes are not usually covered in these
reviews rhis paper is too important to omit)

Ramay, S.L., Hofmeyer, M.D. & Joshua, Q. L. 2002. Activity patterns of
the angulate tortoise (Chersina angulata) on Dassen Island, South
Africa. | Herpetol 36(2): 161-169.

Rasmussen, ]J.B., 2002. A review of the African members of the genus
Micrelaps Boettger 1880 (Serpentes Atractaspididac). Trop. Zool 15: 71-
87. (validates M. bicoloratns Sternfeld 1910 as a full species; treats M.
boettgeri Boulenger 1896 as a junior synonym of M. vaillanti (Mocquard
1888); and describes a new subspecies, M. bicoloratus moyer:, from
Tanzania).
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Rédel, M-O, Grafe, T.U., Rudolf, V.H.W. & Ernst, R. 2002. A review of
West African spotted Kassina, including a description of Kassina
schivetsi sp. nov. (Amphibia: Anura: Hyperoliidae). Copeia 2002(3):
800-814.

Rodel, M-O & Ernst, R., 2002. A new Phrynobatrachus from the Upper
Guinea Rain Forest, West Africa, including a description of a new
reproductive mode for the genus. [. Herpetol. 36(4): 561-571.
(description of Phrynobatrachus phyllophilus)

Roédel, M.-O., Kriitz, D & Ernst, R., 2002. The tadpole of Phychadena
aequiplicata (Werner, 1898) with the description of a new reproductive
mode for the genus (Amphibia, Anura, Ranidae). 4jses 20 (1-2): 1-12.

Rédel, M.-O. & Ernst, R., 2002. A new reproductive mode for the genus
DPhrynobatrachus: Phrynobatrachus alticola has nonfeeding, nonhatching
tadpoles. J. Herpetol. 36(1): 121-125.

Rédel, M.-O., Range, F., Seppiénen, J.-T. & No&, R., 2002, Caviar in the
rain forest: monkeys as frog spawn predators in Tai Natonal Park,
Ivory Coast. J. Trgp. Ecol. 18: 289-294.

Rasler, H. 2001. Zur Rumpfbeschuppung der Gattung Phelsuma Gray, 1825:
zoogeographische Aspekte (Sauria: Gekkonidae). Gekkota. 3: 47-73.
(The body scalation of the genus Phelsuma Gray, 1825: zoogeographic
ASPects).

Résler, H. & Wranik, W. 2001. Bemerkungen zur Fortflanzungsbiologie von
Geckonen - 2. Untersuchungen zur Reproduktion von Prisiurus obsti
Rosler & Wranik, 1999 und Pristurus sokotranus Parker, 1938 im
Vergleich zu anderen Geckos (Sauria: Gekkonidae). Gekkota. 3: 125-
182. (Comments on the reproductive biology of geckos — 2,
Investigations of reproduction in Présturus obsti Rosler & Wranik, 1999
and Pristurus sokotranus Parker, 1938, in compatison with other
geckos).

Schitti, B., 2001. On the type locality and north-east African distribution of
Latastia [ tongicandata (Reuss, 1834) (Squamata: Lacertidae). Herpetozoa
14(1/2): 5-7.

Schleicher, A. & Loehr, V.J.T. 2001. Husbandry, behaviour and captive
breeding of the Nama padloper, Homuopus bergers, from southwestern
Namibia. Chelonian Conser. Biol. 4(1): 165-170.

Schmidt, A.D. 2001. Autokologie und Fortpflanzungsbiologie von Ichuotropis
squamulosa Peters, 1854 (Repulia: Lacertidae) Salamandra 37(3): 157-
174. (Ecological aspects and reproductive biology of Ichrotrapis
squamuiosa Peters, 1854 (Reprilia: Lacertidae)).
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Schmidt, A.D. 2002. The herpetofauna of the Langjan nature Reserve
(Limpopo Province, Republic of South Africa) (Amphibia, Reprilia).
Herpetozoa 15(3/4): 121-135.

Spawls, S. 2002. The chameleons of Ethiopia: an annotated checklist, key and
field notes. Waiia 21: 3-13.

Thomas, R.A., Di Bernardo, M. & Grillitsch, H.. 2001. Philodryas patlidus
Werner, 1926: a synonym of the Colubrid snake Ligpholidophis varius
(Fischer, 1884) from Madagascar. J. Herpetol. 35(1): 120-122.

Tidd, 8.T., Pinder III, J.E. & Ferguson, G.W. 2001. Deforestation and
habitat loss for the Malagasy Flat-tailed tortoise from 1963 through
1993. Chelonian Conser. Biol 4(1): 59-65.

Tomas, J., Castroviejo, J. & Raga, J.A. 1999. Sea turtles in the south of
Bioko Island (Equatorial Guinea). Marine Turtle Newsl.84: 4-6.

Van Dijk, D.E. 2002. Longitudinal sliding articulations in pipid frogs. S. Af:
I Ser 98(11/12): 555-556.

Vences, M., Andreone, F., Glaw, F., & Mattioli, F. 2002. New dwarf
species of Mantidactylus from northwestern Madagascar (Anura:
Mantellidae). Copeia 2002 (4): 1057-1062. (description of Mantidactylus
wadinika)

Vences, M., Glaw, F., Andreone, F., Jesu, R. & Schimmenti, G. 2002.
Systematic revision of the enigmatic Malagasy broad-headed frogs
(Laurentimanis Dubois, 1980), and their phylogenetic position within
the endemic mantellid radiadon of Madagascar. Contrib. Zool. 70(4):
191-212. (includes description of Mantidactylus (Laurentimantss) striatus)

Vences, M. & Glaw, F. 2002. Two new treefrogs of the Bogphis rappiodes
group from eastern Madagascar (Amphibia Mantellidae). Tropica/
Zoo/15: 141-163. (descripton of Bogphis bottae and B. tasymena).

Weldon, C. 2002. Chytridiomyeosis survey in South Africa. Froglog. (51): 1-2.

Wenman, E. 2000. Progress Report on -CARE- the Egyptian tortoise
rehabilitation and reintroduction programme in Egypt. Testudo 5(2):
25-30.

Whiting, M.J. 2000. The Augrabies flat lizard. pp. 56-63. In: P. van der Walr,
(ed.). Augrabies Splendor: A guide to the Natural History of the Angrabies
Falls National Park and Riemvasmaak Wildlife Area. Privately Published.

Wilms, T., Léhr, B. & Hulbert, F. 2002. Erstmalige Nachzucht der Oman-
Dornschwanzagame - Uromastyx thomasi Parker, 1930 - (Sauria:
Agamidae: Leiolepidinae) mit Hinweisen zur intraspezifischen
Variabilitit und zur Lebensweise Sa/amandra. 38(1): 45-62. (First
captive breeding of the Oman Spiny-tailed Agama — Uromastyx thomasi
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Parker, 1930 - (Sauria: Agamidae: Leiolepidinae) with comments on
intraspecific variability and lifestyle).

Wouster, W. & Broadley, D.G. 2003. A new species of spitting cobra (Na/a)
from north-eastern Africa (Serpentes: Elapidae). ]. Zool Lond. 259:
345-359. (description of Naja nubiae)

Woustrack, F., 2002. Erfolgreiche Nachzucht der Schwarzgriinen Buschviper,
Atheris nitsches (Tornier 1902). Elaphe 10(1): 42-48.

Wymann, M.N. & Whiting, M.J., 2002. Foraging ecology of rainbow skinks
(Mabuya margaritifer) in Southern Africa. Copeia 2002(4): 943-957.

Young, B.A. & Morain, M., 2003. Vertcal burrowing in the Saharan sand
vipers (Ceratstes). Copeia 2003(1): 131-137.

Ziegler, T. & Rasmussen, J.B., 2002. Hemipenial variation in the African
snake genus Crotaphopeltis Fitzinger, 1843 (Serpentes, Colubridae,
Boiginae). Bull, nat. Hist. Mus. Lond. (Zool.) 68(2): 51-55.

Ziegler, T., Vences, M., Glaw, F. & Bohme, W. 1996. Remarks on the
genital morphology of the Malagasy snake genus Liophidium (Reptilia,
Serpentes, Colubridae). Acta Biol Benrodis 8: 157-159.

Books, Theses And Reports
Smith, L.L., 1999. The status and ecology of the angonoka tortoise
(Geachelone yniphora) of western Madagascar. Ph.D. thesis, University of

Florida.

Book Reviews

Akani, G.C. 2002. Book review: Les Serpents d’Afrigue occidentale ef centrale by J-
P Chippaux, IRD Editions, Paris, 1999. In: Amphibia-Reptilia 23: 389-
391.

Barts, M.. 2002. Buchbesprechung (Book Review): Amphibians of Central and
Southern Africa. by Alan Channing, Cornell University Press, 2001. In:
Sauria. 24(4): 23.

Barts, M. 2002. Buchbesprechung (Book Review): Field Guide to the
Amphibians and Reptiles of Arusha national Park. (Tangania) by Razzetd, ].
and Msuya, C.A. 2002, Instituo OIKOS. In: Sauria. 24(3): 30.

Brady, L. 2002. Book teview: Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar and the
Mascarene, Seychelles, and Comoro Islands by Henkel, F-W and Schmid,
W., 2000. Krieger Publ, Co., Malabar, Florida. In: Herpetol. |. 12(1): 43.

Christy, M. 2001. Book review: Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar and the
Mascarene, Seychelles, and Comoro Islands by Henkel, F-W and Schmidr,
W., 2000. Krieger Publ, Co., Malabar, Florida. In: Herpetofauna 31(1):
78-79.
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Das, L., 2001 (2002). Book review: .Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar and the
Mascarene, Seychelles, and Comoro Istands by Henkel, F-W and Schmude,
W., 2000. Krieger Publ, Co., Malabar, Florida. In: Hamadryad. 26(2):
376.

Gustafsson, J. 2002, Kigja-arvostelut: Linsi-Afrikan savannien sammakot.
[Book review. Herpetofauna of West Africa, vol. 1. Amphibians of the West
African Savanna by Mark-Oliver Rodel, Chimeria Publ, Germany] In:
Herpetomania 11(4): 24.

Hoffmann, P. 2002. Buchbesprechung (Book Review): Herpetofauna of West
Africa. Vol I: Amphibians of the West African Savanna by Mark-Oliver
Radel, Chimeria Publ, Germany. In: Salamandra 38(2): 125.

Phelps, T., 2002. Book review: .4 Field Guide to the Reptiles of East Africa by S.
Spawls, K. Howell, R. Drewes & J. Ashe, 2001, Academic Press,
London, 543p. In: Herpetol. Bull. 80: 32.

Rudge, J. 2002. Book review: ~Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar and the
Mascarene, Seychelles, and Comoro Islands by Henkel, F-W and Schmidt,
W., 2000. Krieger Publ, Co., Malabar, Florida. In:Gekko 2(2): 34-35.

Saarikivi, J. 2000. Book review: Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of l
Southern Africa by Bill Branch, Struik Publ., Cape Town, rev. ed., 1998.

In: Herpetomania 9(1): 42-43. |

Stewart, M.M. 2002. Book review: Awmphibians of Central and Southern Africa by
Alan Channing, Cornell University Press, 2001. In: Copeia 2002(4):

1157-1158 ‘

Tyler, M.]. 2002. Book review: Amphibians of Central and Southern Africa. by ‘
Alan Channing, Cornell University Press, 2001. In: Herpetofauna 32(1):
56.

Valverde, J. 2001. Book review: Treefrags of Africa by A. Schietz, Edition
Chimaira, Frankfurt-am-Main. In: Rep#ilia (English ed.). (19): 74.

Valverde, J. 2002. Book review: Awmphibians of Central and Southern Africa. by
Alan Channing, Cornell University Press, 2001. In: Rep#ilia (English
ed.) 23:.75.

Valverde, J., 2001. Book review: Hempetofauna of West Africa. V'ol. I: Amphibians
of the West African Savanna by Mark-Oliver Rodel, Chimeria Publ,
Germany. In: Rep#ilia (English ed.). (18): 76.
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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
7+ HAA Symposium, 5-8 October 2004, Port Elizabeth

The next HAA Symposium will be held on the 57 — 8% October 2004 at the
Pine Lodge Resort and Conference Centre, Cape Receife, Port Elizabeth,
South Africa. This promises to be a great location — 9 out of the 11 southern
African biomes meet within 100km of Port Elizabeth (excluding only
succulent karoo and desert). Cape Receife itself includes thicket, fynbos,
freshwater and marine biomes. The symposium is being organised by Bill
Branch. Check the HAA website for updates and contact details
(hrtp:/ /www.wits.ac.za/haa/2004cont. him).

5t World Congress of Herpetology, 20-27 November 2005, Cape Town

World Congress of Herpetology meetings are among the largest gatherings of
herpetologists on earth and are a great opportunity to learn more about the
fauna of distant lands (or seas) and to tell the world about herps at home. In
addition to the scientific conference these meetings are accompanied by
exhibitions, markets, displays and tours. Congresses are held every three ro
five years, with previous meetngs in Canterbury, UK (1989); Adelaide,
Australia (1993/1994); Prague, Czech Republic (1997) and Bentota, Sti Lanka
(2001). The congress in Cape Town will be the largest meeting thus far in the

history African herpetology.

"The objectives of the World Congtess of Herpetology are to promote
international interest, collaboration and co-operaton in herpetology.
These are to be achieved by holding petiodic international congresses of
herpetology, by establishing specialist committees, by serving as the
Section of Herpetology of the International Union of Biological Sciences
and by undertaking or encouraging such other activities as will promote
these objectives." (constitution of the World Congress of Herpetology)

Preliminary information on the 5 World Congress of Herpetology is available
from the HAA website (htp://vwwwowirs.ac.za/han /SWCH2005.pdf), with
more general information on the co-ordinating organisation from
(hetp:/ /www.guedu.au/school /ase/ WHCWeb/main.hunl)
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Long-standing HAA treasurer Frank Farquharson (left) and 2003 treasurer
Louis du Preez (right). Frank has taken the role of Public Officer (legal
representative for the HAA). Louis is continuing with his research and
teaching on amphibian parasitology and disease. (Bullfrog in background!)

Important notice to HAA members

The committee of the Herpetological Association of Africa has decided that
as from the beginning of next year (2004) all overseas members and African
members north of the equator will receive their newsletters and journals by air
mail. These members will therefore receive HAA publications about two
weeks after posting, rather than after three months, which was the case when
surface mail was used. Postage rates will be monitored and the system re-
evaluated on an annual basis.
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