
















































TESnJDINES 

PELOMEDUSIDAE 

PELUSIOS SINUATUS 
Serrated Hinged Ten11pin 
REPRODUCTION 

During the evening of 19 January 1995 a serrated terrapin was observed laying eggs in a 
tortoise and terrapin enclosure at the Natal Parks Board's Crocodile Centre, St Lucia 
(28021'30"S, 3202.S'E; 2832Ad), KwaZulu-Natal. The nest was dug up the next day and 
a clutch of 25 eggs was removed. The eggs had been buried in sand 100 - 210 mm below 
the surface and were COYCred in slime. Frvc randomly selected eggs were measured and 
weighed: (1) 26,0 x 43,2 mm, 20 g; (2) 25,6 x 44,4 mm, 20 g; (3) 25,1 x 44,9 mm, 18 g; (4) 
25,1 x 42,2 mm, 21 g; and (5) 24,3 x 44,7 mm, 20 g. The eggs were packed in moist 
venniculite in a polystyrene incubation box and placed in an incubator. The latter is a 
room 4 x 4 m, the sides consisting of two walls of 90 mm hollow concrete blocks with 40 
mm Styrofoam between them. The incubator bas an asbestos ceiling insulated with 
fibreglass matting and has underfloor heating. Water is sprinlclcd on the floor of the 
incubator on a daily basis in order to maintain humidity; temperature ranged between 
320 and J30C. On 8 March 1995, 48 days after being laid, 24 hatchlings emerged. The 
remaining egg was rotten. All hatcblings bad protruding yolk sacs. The hatchlings were 
measured and weighed the same day (8 March 1995). The ranges of shell length (SL) in 
combination with shell width (SW) and mass (m) were: 42,8 mm (SL) x 16,7 mm (SW), 
13 g (m) - 40,5 (SL) x 17,2 (SW) mm, 12 g (m); and the ranges of shell width in 
combination with shell height and mass were: 18,7 mm (SW) x 42,1 mm (SH) x 13 g (m) 
- 16,3 (SW) x 42,7 (SH) mm x 14 g (m). Mass ranged from 12 - 14,9 g (mean 13,2 g). lt 
is likely that incubation periods arc considerably longer under natural conditions. 
According to Boycott & Bourquin (1988, The Soulh African Tortoise Book, Southern 
Book Publishers, Johannesburg) and Branch (1988, Field Guide to the Snakes and other 
Reptiks of Southern Africa, Struik, Cape Town), nests arc excavated in October and 
November, as far as 500 mm from the nearest water; and 7-13 eggs are laid, hatching in 
March and April. The clutch size reported here is much larger than that given by 
Boycott & Bourquin (op. cit.) and Branch (op. cit.). Egg and hatchling dimensions and 
masses have not previously been recorded. 

Acknowledgement: Dr 0. Bourquin is thanked for commenting on the text. 

Submitted by: N.B. ANDERSON (St Lucia Crocodile Centre, Private Bag X0l, St Lucia 
3936, South Africa). 

46 

African Herp News 23: August 1995 

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION 

African Herp News publishes brief notes of new geographical distributions (preferably 
at least 100 km from the nearest published record) of amphibians and reptiles on the 
African continent and adjacent regions, including the Arabian peninsula, Madagascar, 
and other islands in the Indian Ocean. 

A standard format is to be used, as follows: SCIENTIFIC NAMF.; Common name (for 
source, sec Life History Notes); Locality ( country, province or state, location, quarter­
degree grid unit, and latitude and longitude if available; elevation above sea level; use 
metric distances); Date (day, month, year); Collector(s); Platt of deposition and 
attession number (required); Comments (including data on size, colour and scalation, 
especially for taxonomically problematic taxa; and nearest published record/s in km; 
references to be quoted in text); Submitted by: NAME, address (in brackets). 
ObscMltion records arc acceptable only in exceptional circumstances (as in the~ of 
large or easily identifiable reptiles, e.g. pythons, tortoises). Records submitted should 
be based on specimens deposited in a recognised institutional collection (private 
collection records arc discouraged). New South African province names must be used. 

............•.•..•...•••••••••.•..... 

REPTILIA 
SAURIA 

SCINCIDAE 

MABUYA SULCATA SULCATA (Peters, 1867): Western Rock Skink; South Africa, 
Western Cape province, Farm: Glenlyon (3102.S'S, l~'E; 3119Ac3) near 
Nieuwhoudtville; 20-21 May 1992; A.F. Aemming & M. Flemming; National Museum, 
Bloemfontein, NMB R6925. Male measuring 69,0 mm SVL + 90,6 (tip missing) mm 
tail length = 159,7 mm total length, found in sandstone rock crevice. This locality 
represents a south-westerly extension of the species' range ( see map in Branch, 1988, 
Field Guide to the Snakes and other Reptiles of SoUlhem Africa, C. Struilc, Cape Town). 

Submitted by: M.F. BATES & A.F. FLEMMING (Department of Herpetology, 
National Museum, P.O. Box 266, .Blocmfontein 9300, South Africa). 

GERRHOSAURIDAE 

GERRHOSAURUS MULTIUNEATIJS AURITUS Boettger, 1887: Kalahari Plated 
Ll7.ard; Zimbabwe, Hwangc National Parle, two localities: (1) 3 km NE of Little 
Dzivanini Pan (1926Da); 16 April 1994; G.SA. Rasmussen; Natural History Museum of 
Zimbabwe, NMZB 13461; subadult (85 mm SVL) collected in sympatry with G. 
nigro/inearus; (2) 4 km E of Shalcwanlci spring (1926Ab); 4 May 1994; G.SA. 
Rasmussen; NMZB 13521, juvenile (67 + 150 = 217 mm). First records for Zimbabwe, 
although recorded in 1964 from just inside Botswana at Tamafupa Pan (1926Ac) 
(Broadley, 1988, Amoldia Zimbabwe '(30): 369-430). 

Submitted by: D.G. BROADLEY & G.s.A. RASMUSSEN (Department of Herpetology, 
Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 240, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe). 
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CORDYLIDAE 

CHAMAESAURA MACROLEPIS MACROLEPIS (Cope, 1862): Large Scaled Snake­
lizard; Transvaal, Farm Helpmakaar 819 LS (23037'05" S, 29057'12" E; 2329Db, alt. 
1150 m); 22 March 19'Jl; N.H.G. Jacobsen; Transvaal Museum, TM 79352; collected at 
10h30 on tarred road between Mokeetsi and Pictersburg in grassland/scrub at the edge 
of the Pietersburg False Plateau. This rcrord extends the range of the species 68 km 
south of the Soutpansbcrg, 150 km north of the main distribution (Branch, 1988, Field 
Guide to the Snakes and owr Reptiles of Southern Africa, Struik, Cape Town; Jacobsen, 
1990, A herper,ologicai survey of the Tran.svaal. Ph.D. thesis, Univcn;ity of Natal, 
Duman). It is therefore intermediate between the main population and relict 
populations further north. 

Submitted by: N.H.G. JACOBSEN (Chief Directorate of Nature & Environmental 
Conservation, P.O. Box 59019, Karen Park 0118, South Africa). 

SERPENTES 

COLUBRIDAE 

PROSYMNA ANGOLENSIS Boulenger, 1915: Angola Shovel-snout; Z.imbabwe, two 
localities: (1) Hwange district, Malindi Siding (1827Ca); December 1994; R. Lornie, via 
G.SA. Rasmussen; Natural History Museum of Z.imbabwe, Bulawayo, NMZB 13787-
88, adult and subadult males trapped in a trench in Kalahari sand; (2) Nyamandhlovu 
district, St. James' Mission School (lnyokene: 1928C3); February 19'J5; S.P. Wilson; 
NMZB 13953; adult male trapped in a pit in Kalahari sand at night. Fin;t rcrords for 
Z.imbabwe, representing an eastward range extension of 300 km from Geovcrega, 
Botswana. The second locality is also the southernmost rcrord for the species. 

Submitted by: D.G. BROADLEY (Department of Herpetology, Natural History 
Museum of Z.irnbabwe, P.O. Box 240, Bulawayo, Z.imbabwc). 

VIPERIDAE 

BIDS ATROPOS (Linnaeus, 1754): Berg Adder; South Africa, Eastern Cape province: 
three localities: (1) Southern Drakensberg. farm Killrush, Barkley East district 
(30059'S, 27058'E; 3027Dd; alt. ± 2200 m); 30 April 1994, R. Thctard, deposited in the 
herpetological collection of the Port PJi7.abcth Museum (PEM R11725). Adult female 
measuring 519 (476 + 43) mm and weighing 148,6 g; overall dull grey colour with 
poorly developed, half-moon patterning on the back. Scutellation: vt:ntrals 142, 
subcaudals 22, anal entire. (2) Witteberg, fann Snowdon, Barkley East district (3()')43'S, 
27029'E; 30270>); sight rcrord, December 1994, R. Thctard (3) Naude's Neck, Cape 
Drakensberg (30044'S, 28o07'E; 3028 Ca); sight record, photographed whilst swallowing 
a Lycodonomorphus rufulus - slide deposited in the herpetological collection of the Port 
FJizabeth Museum. 

These arc the first records for the southern Drakensberg and north-tern part of the 
Eastern Cape. The distribution of Berg Adden; can be divided into four distinct 
populations, namely: (1) Cape Fold Mountains from Table Mountain to Port Elizabeth; 
(2) Natal Drakensberg, adjacent Lesotho (Haagner, 19'Jl, J. Herpetol. A.uoc. Afr. 39: 20) 
and north-eastern Free State (Bates, 1992, The herpetofauna of the Orange Free Stall -
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with special emphasis on biogeographical paJteming, M.Sc. tbc&is, Univcn;ity of Natal, 
Durban); (3) Drakensberg e5earpment of the Northern and Eastern Transvaal, and 
adjacent Swaziland (Haagner & Hurter, 1988, Koedoe 31: 71-76); and (4) eastern 
highlands of Zimbabwe and adjacent M07.ambique (Broadley, 19'JO, FitzSimons' Snakes 
of Southern Africa, Jonathan Ball & Donker, Johannesburg). The Killrush record 
confirms the presence of the species in the southern Drakensberg and indicates a range 
extension of approximately 260 km from the Natal Drakensberg population and 220 km 
from the north-tern Free State records. The taxonomic status of the geographical 
isolates is currently being invt:Stigated (Branch & Haagner, in prep.). 

Submitted by: G.V. HAAGNER, W.R. BRANCH (Department of Herpetology, Port 
FJizabeth Museum, P.O. Box 13147, Humewood 6013, South Africa) & R. THeTARD 
(Drakensberg Regional Services Council, Private Bag Xl02, Barkley East 5580, South 
Africa). 

ATHERIS SQUAMIGERA SQUAMIGERA (Hallowell, 1854): Gabon Tree Viper; 
Tanzania, Z.iwa Magharibi Region, Karagwe district, Rumanyika Game Reserve (SE 
01308b); 8 February 19'Jl; J. Bjornstad!, via K.M. Howell; Natural History Museum of 
Z.imbabwe, NMZB 11501-2. Two fragmentary, decomposed male specimens, each with 
rodent remains in the stomach. This is the first record of the species from Tanzania, the 
locality being only a few kilometres cast of Mpororo Swamp, the type locality for 
Atheris nit.schei Tomier. 

Submitted by: D.G. BROADLEY (Department of Herpetology, Natural History 
Museum of Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 240, Bulawayo, Z.imbabwc). 

TESTIJDINES 

PELOMEDUSIDAE 

PELUSIOS SUBNIGER SUBNIGER (Lacepede, 1789): Pan Hinged Terrapin; 
Boisw-,ma, Mmadinare, 20 km NW of Sclebi Phikwc (21oOT05"S, 27o06'06" E; 2127Dd; 
alt. 1200 m); January 19'J3; B.C. W. van der Waal; Transvaal Museum, TM 79327; adult 
male with a plastron length of 113 mm, a width of 9'J mm act'065 the 8th marginals, and 
a mass of 325 g; collected in a shallow pool along the Motloutsc River at the site of the 
new Letsibogo Dam in the company of Pelusios suuuuus and Pelomedusa subrufa. This 
record is intermediate to those in north-tern Botswana (Auert>ach, 1987, The 
Amphibians and Reptiles of Botswana, Mokwcpa Consultants, Gaberone) and the 
sandveld pans of the eastern Kruger National Parle (Pienaar, Haacke & Jacobsen, 
1983, The Reptiles of the Kruger National Parle, National Parks Board of Trustees). It 
also indicates that the species may emulate the distribution of P. suuuuus along the 
upper Limpopo River system wherevt:r suitable habitat occun;. 

Submitted by: N.H.G. JACOBSEN (Cbief Directorate of Nature & Environmental 
Conservation, P.O. Box 59019, Karen Park 0118, South Africa) & B.C.W. VAN DER 
WAAL (P.O. Box 631, Louis Trichardt 0920, South Africa). 
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FROM THE PRESS: 
TORTOISES WVE HOME 

(Weekly Mail & Guardian, 3-9 March 1995, p. 5) 

Shadley Nash in Port Elizabeth 

United States scientist Dr Craig Weatherby has confirmed what people have long 
suspected: tortoises arc homely creatures. 
South Africa has the largest number of different land tortoises in the world, says 
Weatherby, an ecological researcher from Michigan who recently completely a study of 
tortoises at the Addo Elephant National Park. 
His preliminary research has shown that tortoises, like many other animals, display "site 
fidelity": at a specific time they return to the same place they were the year before. 
Weatherby's studies, which include criteria such as the space tortoises need to live and 
their seasonal preferences, arc aimed at the preservation of the centuries-old animals. 
What they need to survive, he says, is to be left alone by humans: "Displacement is not 
a good thing for them.• - Ecna 

Submitted by: E. DU PISANI (1 Capri Court, Union Avenue, Bloemfontein 9301, South 
Africa). 

..•................•.................. 

VROU STERF BY PHILIPPOLIS N~ 
GEELSLANG SE BYT 
(Die Volksblad, 21 January, 1995) 

PHILIPPOLIS - 'n Xhosa-vrou wat op 'n plaas in die distrik deur 'n geelslang gepik is, 
is dicselfde dag in die hospitaal in Jagersfontein dood. 
Me. Ruta Tsetso is Sondag op die plaas Klein Waaihock van mnr. Nik:Iaas du Plessis 
deur die slang gepik. Sy bet by mnr. Barnie Majya, 'n werker op die plaas, gebly. 
Mnr. Du Plessis het met me. Tsctso na die plaaslike distriksgeneesheer, dr. Fanie 
Bouwer, gejaag. Hy bet haar na die hospitaal in Jagcrsfontein verwys. Sy is daar 
oorlede. 
Die slang is eers Maandag doodgemaak. Dit is saver bekend die eerste keer in jare dat 
iemand in Philippolis weens 'n slangbyt sterf. 
Geelslangc, wat tot 1,8 m lank kan word, is al van vroeg in hul lewe giftig. Die gif tas 
die menslike scnuwcestelscl aan. 
Die slang wat me. Tsctso gepik het, was maar 30 cm lank. 

(English: A woman was biuen by a 3lum-long Cape Cobra Naja nivea on a farm near 
the soullu!m Free State town of Philippolis, and died after being rushed to a hospital in 
Jagersfontein.) 

Submitted by: E.A. DE VILLIERS (Librarian, National Museum, P.O. Box 266, 
Bloemfontein 9300, South Africa). 
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New Flex Cover By Popular Demand 

REPTILE 
CLINICIAN'S 
HANDBOOK 
A COMPACT CLINICAL 
AND SURGICAL REFERENCE 
by Fredric L. Frye 

Orig. Ed. 1994, Reissue 1995 wlminor corrections and additions 
288 pp. Paper $26.50 ISBN 0-89464-948-5 

The pocket size (4 3/4" x s·), Wire-O 
binding format, as well as an upgraded 
cover for added durability, makes this book 
an ideal quick-reference guide for use in 
the field by the veterinary clinician or 
professional herpetologist. This informative 
compendium was compiled from Dr. Frye's 
two-volume set, Biomedical and Surgical 
Aspects of Captive Reptile Husbandry, to 
develop a "user-friendly' syllabus and drug 
formulary for instant reference. 

Features include: 

• Examination Techniques 
• Specimen Collection 
• Laboratory Processing 
• Conversion Tables 

"The real value in this 
book is found in the 
many tables and 
/ists ... a great deal of useful information is 
packed into this pocket-sized handbook, ~nd 
detailed Table of Contents and Index sections 
add to its value as a reference manual ... the 
compact size and spiral binding make this 
handbook particularly useful in the veterinary 
clinic, laboratory, and any other work place." -
Sandra C. Wilson, DVM Resident Zoological 
Medicine, Kansas State University 

KRIEGER POBLISHING !=OMPANY 
P.O. Box 9542 • Me,boume. FL 32902-9542 
(407) 724-9542 • Dirac: Order Line (J07) 7'Z7-7270 
FAX (407) 951-3671 
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A New Facsimik Reprint from the Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles 

THE HERPETOWGICAL PUBLICATIONS 

OF WILHELM PETERS 
With an F.xlensive lnll'Oduction, Annotated Bibliography, and Synopsis of Taxa by 

AARON M. BAUER, RAINER GiNTHER, AND MEGHAN KUPFEL 

WILHELM C.H. Peters, the leading Gcnnan herpetologist of the 19th century, was 
Director of the Zoological Museum in Bertin. His main interest was in systematics and 
anatomy, but his primaiy contribution to he:ipctology was the description of 122 NEW 
GENERA AND '4' NEW SPECIES FROM TIIROUGHOUI' TIIE WORLD - mainly 
Africa, Asia, Australia and South America - representing 56 families of amphibians and 
reptiles, including 32 hylid frogs, 7 turtles, 29 agamids, 32 geckos, 111 skinks, 3 
monitors, S pythons, 118 colubrids, and 10 vipers. About 6.5% of these species arc valid 
today. 

Despite their continuing importance, Peters' publications arc not generally available. 
This reprint includes all of his herpetological books and papers, 173 titles in all, with 
outstanding plates containing hundreds of individual figures. These titles include four 
major works: monographs on the uropcltid snakes of South Asia, the microteiid lizards 
of Tropical America. A catalogue of lndoaustralian amphibians and reptiles, and 
Peters' 239-pagc book on the herpetology of Mozambique (Southeast Africa), based on 
his own expedition in 1842--1848. Most papers arc in German, with others in Italian, 
English, Latin, Swedish, and French. Since many of Peters' taxonomic papers were 
printed in a small format, by modest reduction to about 75% of original size it is 
possible to print four of them per page of facsimile. As a result, 1111S BOOK 
COMPRISES 1.562 PAGES OF ORIGINAL TEXT AND 114 PI.ATES. Peter's book on 
Mozambique, hOM:YCr, is printed in full-page size. Added to these facsimiles in an 
introduction containing an illustrated biography of Peters, an annotated bibliography of 
his papers, a synopsis of taxa described by Peters that lists types, type localities, current 
names, and many other essential details, and an extensive cross-index to the volume. 

Specifications: 725 pages, 9 photographs, map, 114 plates, indeL Format 81/2 x 11 
inches (21.5 x 28 cm). Ootbbound. To be published September 1995. ISBN 0-916984-
35-4. 

Price to SSAR members before publication ... USSSS 
Price to Institutions and Non-members ... $75 

• Shipping: In USA, add $2; non-USA, add $4. 

Send orders to Robert D . Aldridge, SSAR Publications Secretary, Department of 
Biology, St. Louis University, 3507 Laclede Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63103, USA 
(Telephone: area code 314, m-3910 or -3916; fax: 314, m-3658). Make checks payable 
to "SSAR". Overseas orders must be paid in USA funds using a draft drawn on 
American banks (include an additional amount to cover bank conversion charges) or by 
International Money Order. Orders may be charged to MasterCard or VISA (provide 
account number and expiration date). SSAR membership details and a complete list of 
Society publications can be obtained on request to Dr. Aldridge. 
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CAPE TORTOIIEI 
--Their idelltification-
---alld care 

A FIELD GUIDE BY ERNST BAARD 
PHOTO'S BY ATHERTON DE VILLIERS 

published by Cape Nature Conservation a.t R22,DD each 

"f'ltis book. written by an apcn. is a handbook for ihe easy idocification of Cape tortoises. 
l It provides information about the care of tortoises in captiVity. with notes about di.!eases 

to which tortoises are prone. Twenty-seven colour photographs tako by an apencnd 
nature photographer and various illustrations make this a useiul and iniormativc field guide. 
Toe soft-cover book is 210 mm x 146 mm and has 68 pages. 

Toe book deselibes the biology, habitat and identification of thirteen spec:es of UITTOise, a.s 
well as their distribution. behaviour and conservation sratus. Colour photographs assist 
identification. and maps put the distribution of e:ich spec:es in c:i= Although tbe ~Ping_ 
of tortoises is not encouraged. the book lists the n,!,:<,ant leg!slatlon and the impilcaaons o: 
keeping tonoises in captlvlty. Diet ;equireme.'lts. a.s we!l a.s appilcable vi:tc."lnary care 01 

tortoises are described. Useful contact addresses and a list oi :urJJe:- reading are ?rovlde:i. 

I 
I 

There are 40 tortoise scec:cs Wllrid·wtde. of which 12 occur in southe:-:1.-lfr:c:i. and 9 ofL!iese j 
. tn the Cape. Toe Ca~ not only has a variety of tortoises. but ais-0 some of the worid"s I 
III smallest and rarest totIDi.sts. Consc.-vation authorttie:i must e:-.s= ihat tlll.s natural wealth 

lj'I is maunained for future gene.-ations. Cape Nature Conse.-vation ::.~ the ?ubiic !O assist. if j 
~ these arumais arc to be successfully consc:<.-.d. ToiS colourful and :eadabic fie!d g,.lidc prom· j 
W ises to mterest ,:<1eryone and to encourage the conser'latioa of our tortoise:i. 

rn I _j _____________________________________ :t 
• ORDEa rotrn • I 

C:ipe Tortoises: Their identife=:ttimt cuu1 c::re by Emst ~aard . .,,,t.'l phctograpby by r.l.he:-'.cn 
de V'illiers. Published by Cape Nature Conservation. Price: R22.CO eac:1. 

Dir~ vour oavment to The ftnanc:al.Director: Cape Nature Coll.<c-.'3Iion. ?:i\-ate :lag X.."086. 
CAPE TOWN. 8000. Te!e?hone 10211433 4227. IAtte:ition LIZ 1,iviers). 

P!ease se:id __ bookisJ to the ·r.ilue oi R __ l!nciucedl. ::o: -------

I 
i 
I 

' ·~ 
:i 

--•--- •----·---•----·· 
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CAPE PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION 

CAPE NATURE CONSERVATION 

MEDIA RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE USE 
Sentence for illegal export of thousands of platanoas 

14/7/95 

BEGIN 
Cape Nature Consc~tioo (CN9 hereby announces that in April this year, Mr Robert 
Jacobs was found _guilty of the Illegal collection, possession, transport and export or 
platanna f~. This was after Mr Jacobs had been caught earlier this year with 13 ooo 
platannas which he was about to export to the United States of America. At the time he 
~- only in ~ion of an export permit for 100 frogs. Legal procccdin~ were 
instituted against Mr Jacobs on the recommendation of the attorney-general. 

Mr Jacobs was charged under various sections of the nature conscM1tioo ordinance 
(Ord. 19 of 1974). He was scntenoed in the Bellville regional court to R6 000 oo or 8 
months' imprisonment for t~ illegal transport and export of the frogs. However, 
R2 ?00•~ or 2_ monl~ of this scnte~cc was_ suspended for 3 years on condition that, 
~urt?g ~ period, ~e IS not found guilty of either posscssing any wild animal or trading 
m wild a~als. ~ would be a oontravc_ntioo of Section 44(1Xa) or (e) of the nature 
CODSCM1t10n ordmancc. He was also given an additional fine of RI 500 000 or 3 
months' imprisonme~t fo~ the illegal ~lection and possession of the frogs. 
Furthermore no pernut or licence or any s1m1lar form of permission with reference to 
the Nature Conservation Ordinance may be granted to Mr Jacobs for 18 months 
following on the date of sentence. 

Acoording to ~ ~us. J00&~e, director of CNC, the sentence is encouraging as it 
reflects the scnous hgbt 10 which the courts view these offences. He also said that be 
hoped this would, seen with the sentence received in this case, discourage prospective 
smugglers. 

CNC first became suspicious after requesting information from the American nature 
conscxvation authority conce~i~g the number of frogs imported into the country. It 
became clear_ t~at vast quantities of frogs, and ronsiderably more than CNC had 
granted pemuss1on for, had been exported to the USA. In fact, investigations revealed 
that an astonishing I 185 000 platannas were scot to a dealer in the USA during the 
period of February 1992 to January 1994. Of these, a total of ooly 3 000 were exported 
with valid ~rmits. Common platannas can be sold for about $2,00 per frog in which 
case the esttmated value of export efforts such as these would could be R8 532 000. 

Although common patann~ are "°! threatened, they arc nevertheless protected under 
th~ Cape N~turc ConscM1tion Ord10a~ along with most other indigenous plant and 
a?1m~ ~cs. The common plataona is a vciy adaptable species and conservation 
biol~ 10 the USA arc concerned about this frog species becoming established 
where 1t can pose a threat to their wildlife. 
ENDS 

68 

African Herp News 23: August t9'JS 

BIODIVERSI1Y OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN 
REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS 

Background 

Mapping biodiversity is important for conservation planning and to allow inva;tigations 
into the processes which influence the distribution and magnitude of biodiversity. 

An attempt is being made to assess the distribution of reptile and amphibian 
biodiversity in Sub-Saharan Africa. This is being co-ordinated by Dr. Neil Bu~. 
University of Copenhagen and Lynn Raw of the University of Natal. We arc also 
collaborating closely wJth Don Broadley, John Poynton, Ame Schiotz, the Natural 
History Museum (London), the World Conservation Monitoring Centre in Cambridge 
(UK) and the Species Survival Commission of IUCN. 

The aim of the project, which will run for three years, is to produce a map of specics­
richncss, endcmism and the key 'gaps' in the protected area network for African 
herptiles. Once available, these data can be further analysed to try and better 
understand the reasons for the distribution patterns observed. This would form a stage 
II to this project, stage I being involved in generating the mapped biodiversity data. 

Analysing biodiversity patterns and magnitude is quite possible using computerised 
methods of analysing grid-based distribution data at the African scale. However, in 
order to do the analysis there arc two major requirements: 

Whal this project n«ds 

1. A simple list of African reptile and amphibian species. An amphibian list has 
been compiled by John Poynton. A draft version of the reptile list is being 
rompilcd in Copenhagen from the list of Welch (1983), with updates. 

2. Distribution range maps for African herptile species. Many of these already 
exist in the literature and these will form the basis of the data used for 
analysis. HOW"CVCr, for many other species, maps arc not available in the 
existing literature. 

How mighl you help this project realise its objectives? 

The proje.ct will be working hard from Denmark to tiy and realise its objectives. 
However, we arc extremely keen to collaborate with scientists from all parts of the 
world to develop the two key requirements outlined aboYc. Collaboration and 
assistance is wclromcd in the following three areas: 

a) Commenting upon the draft list of reptile species of Sub-Saharan Africa, and 
helping to develop it into a usable working document which can be used as 
the backbone of the distributional data-base on the computer. 

b) Assisting the co-ordinators of the project to locate existing published species­
distribution data for the amphibians and reptiles of Africa. 
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c) Assisting the co-ordinators of the project to generate species-distribution 
maps for the amphibian and reptile species of Africa. There is great scope 
for maps to be generated from the personal knowledge held by 
herpetologists of the species and where it occurs in Africa. Base maps at the 
1 degree square scale for Africa can be supplied by the co-ordinators to 
assist the compilation of a unifonn set of herptile distribution maps. The 
project will use distribution range maps as the basic unit of analysis. 

d) Assisting the co-ordinators of the project to check and update species 
distribution maps for African herptiles. If there are specific groups of 
species, or areas of Africa where you would be most interested to help, we 
would be very pleased to hear from you. 

How can you get involved? 

If you are interested in this project, or would like to help with any of the above areas, 
then please do not hesitate to contact us. 

All assistance with this project will be fully acknowledged in any resulting publications. 
The authors will not be making any money from data provided, and will certainly not 
copy or otherwise distribute any data provided without the express written permission 
of those people who provided that data. We arc doing this with the conservation of 
African reptiles and amphibians in mind, and hope to make the resulting outputs as 
valuable as possible in this respect. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Dr. Neil Burgess 
Co-ordinator 
Danish Centre for Tropical Biodiversity 
Zoological Museum 
University of Copenhagen 
Universitetsparken 15 
DK-2100 
Copenhagen 
DENMARK 
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Lynn Raw 
Institute of Natural Resources 
University of Natal 
PBX0l 
Scottsville 
3209 
sourn AFRICA 

Tel: 0331-460796 
Fax: 0331-460895 
Email: Raw@zoology.unp.ac.za 
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CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

Dr N.H.G. Jacobse•'s - address is: 

P.O. Box 49193 
Hercules 
0030 
South Africa 

Dr A.JJ... Lambiris's - address is: 

22 Asbley Road 
West Riding 
Hillcrest 
3610 
South Africa 

THE ADVENTURES OF SPOT 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
28 FEBRUARY 1995 

----------------------------------------------------------------CONTENTS PAGE 

----------------------------------------------------------------
REPORT OF THE AUDITORS 

BALANCE SHEET 

INCOME STATEMENT 3 

----------------------------------------------------------------
The annual f;nancial statements set out on pages 1 to 3 were 

approved on 2 June 1995 and are hereby s;gned to that effect. 

/ ....................... 

'"'J1L ;,;;F···· 
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> ~ : • 1: •: s SELVAN PILIAY 
U' ,, .. 3C51~~ 7~ 

1,uc,,pora1111g D i'i.88,WJ£ & P.-1.RT.VEP.S 
;:,, ,_,, .• ,.:~J.;W 

REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS 
TO THE MEMBERS OF HERPETOI.OGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

We have audited the annual financial statements set out on pages 
2 to 3. These financial statements are the responsibility of the 
members. Our responsibility is to report 011 these financial 
statements. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards. These standards reQuire that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reason ab 1 e assurance that, in a 11 
material respects, fair presentation is achieved in the finAncial 
statements. An audit includes an evaluation of tl1e anpropriate­
ness of the accounting policies, an examination, on a test basis, 
of evidence supportin{J the amounts anrt disclosures included in 
tl1e finan~ial statements, an assessment of the reasonableness of 
significant estimates and a consideration of tl1e appropriateness 
of the overall financial statement presentation . We consider· 
that our audit procedures were appropriate in the circumstances 
to express our opinion presented below. 

In common wit.h similar organ1sations, it is not feasible for 
the organisation to institute accounting controls over cash 
collect i ons prior to the initial entry of th~ collections in 
the accounting records. Acr.ordingly it was impracticnble for us 
to extend our examination beyond the receipts actually recorded, 

Except for the effects of any adjustments whicf1 might hav~ been 
necessa ry had i t bee,1 possible for us to extend our examinatio,, 
of cash collections, in our opinion these financi~l statements 
fairly I>resenc the financial position of the HERPETOLOGICAL 
ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA at 28 February 1995 and the resu l ts of its 
oper~tions for the year the n ended. 

~ft~' 
SELV~N Pl LLAYO 
Chartered Accountants (S.A.) 
INCORPORATING D'ABBADIE & PART/IERJ 

DURBAN 
2 June 1!l9fi 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
BALANCE SHEET 
28 FEBRUARY 1995 

FUNDS EMPLOYED 

ACCUMULATED FUND 
Balance at beginning of year 
Net Surplus for the year 

EMPLOYMENT OF FUNDS 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 

CURRENT ASSETS 

UBS - Bloemfontein 
UBS - Durban 
Standard Bank - Bloemfontein 
Cash on h·~ ~d 
Volkskas - Durban 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Accounts payable 

2 
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1995 
R 

31 152 
7 906 

39 058 
==::=== 

39 058 

39 047 

8 
18 327 
15 641 

228 
5 643 

789 

39 050 

1994 
R 

23 343 
7 809 

31 152 

31 152 

31 152 

101 
15 016 
13 879 

170 
1 906 

-

==::=== 
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HERPETOLOGICAL. ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
INCOME STATEMENT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 28 FEBRUARY 1995 

INCOME 

Interest 
Sales of journals 
Subscriptions 
Symposium 

EXPENSES 

Audit fees 
Symposium 
Journals 
Newsletters 
Postage, photocopies and telephone 

NET SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR 

3 
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1995 
R 

16 430 

2 872 
490 

13 076 

8 532 

450 

2 096 
4 550 
1 436 

7 906 
====== 

1994 
R 

25 649 

745 
330 

13 050 
10 S24 

17 840 

399 
6 581 
6 219 
3 630 
1 011 

7 809 
====== 
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[J>HYLLIS, 

J[J)HALLUS, 

GENGHIS 

C OHEN 
& OTHER CREATURES I 111\VE KNOWN 

by Fredric L. Frye 
Orig. Ed. 1984, Reprint 1995 164 pp. $15.75 
ISBN 0-89464-932-9 
Phyllls, Phallus, Genghis Cohen & OTHER CREATURES I 

HAVE KNOWN is a humorous account of the author's years in 
veterinary practice in Berkeley. Dr. Frye is not only a DVM, 
but also an expert herpelologist with a penchant for the 
exotic which leads to some memorable experiences. 

With Dr. Frye as witty commentator, the reader has a 
ringside seat as he operates on an alligator in the men's 
room of a zoo, autopsies a whale, and is a dubious recipi­
ent of 90 dozen (1080!) "free' eggs that were donated to 
his veterinary hospital. 

In this reprinted edition Dr. Frye has added another 
epilogue to bring us up-to-date on the Important changes 
that have occurred in clinical veterinary medicine. Also 
added is an eight page color section with unique photos 
taken during his stay in Pakistan. 

• A sprinkling of masterful cartoons by a fellow veterinar­
ian, Robert M. Miller, enliven these tales. 

"In• llterary world where evi,ry veterinarian seems to 
hsve written • book snd James Herriot Is the stan­
dard by which others are measured, Dr. Frye h118 pro­
ducttd s volume that Is uncommonly enjoyable to read. 
PHYLLIS, PHALLUS, GENGHIS COHEN • •. Is written 
with wsrmlh, compassion, and a heavy do~ of hu­
mor. . .. this book would be enjoyed by anyone who 
remotely I/Ices anlmsls •.• • Stephen L. Barten, DVM 

KRIEGER PUBLISHING COMPANY 
P.O. Box q542 • M.!boume. n. 32902 9542 
(407) 724 ~542 • Diocct Ordco Ullc (~07) 777-7270 
FAX (·107) 951 3671 
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HERPETOWGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
MEMBERSHIP FEES AS AT 1 JANUARY 1996 

AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP 

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP 

1 year membership R40.IO. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 
3 year membership R118.II. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 

SCHOLARS MEMBERSHIP 

1 year membership IUe.80. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP 

OOLIAR PAYMENTS 

Note: Please, no U.S. "p<llital" money orders or U.S. Dollar "Eurochequcs•. Rand 
Eurochequcs may be acceptable. 

1 year membership $25.08. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 
3 year membership $71..flO. Submit in U .S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS 

l year membership Rl5.N. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or money order. 
3 year membership R2341.IMI. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers dra£t or money order. 

Owing to numerous banking problems, members arc kindly requested not to submit 
payments directly to any Building Society or Dant account. All payments must be 
submitted directly to: 

THE SECREI'ARY/fREASURER 
HERPETOLOGICALASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
P.O. BOX 28142 
DURBAN NORnl 4016 
souru AFRICA 

PLEASE STATE IN WHICH YFAR YOU REQUIRE MEMBERSHIP TO BEGIN. 
MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM 1 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER OF ANY YFAR. 
SHOUW MEMBERSHIP BE TAKEN our IN TI-IE LATfER PART OF TI-IE 
YFAR, YOU WIU RECEIVE ALL JOURNAIS AND NEWSLETTERS 
PERTAINING TO 11-IAT YFAR. 
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