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FROM fflE PRESS 

DEAfflS FROM TOAD POISON ARE RARE, SAYS DOC 

(Daily News, 7 February 1996, p. 4) 

by 

Keith Ross, Chief Reporter 

The poison secreted rrom the glands or 
many toads found in KwaZulu-Natal can be 
deadly if swallowed by a small dog • or 
possibly even a child • says a leading 
authority on the subject, Dr Angelo 
Lambiris. 
But deaths from toad poisoning are rare, he 
says, because the poison tastes so awful that 
the victim is very unlikely to swallow enough 
to be fatal. 
Dr Lambiris, a herpetologist at the 
University of Durban-Westville, said the 
secretions of all toads found in KwaZulu­
Natal were toxic to some extent. 
• And there are four species in the province 
big enough to have really unpleasant effects 
on a domestic animal that might chew them," 
he said. 
Dr Lambiris was speaking on the nature or 
local toads after being asked to comment on 
a report of two dogs being poisoned in Cape 
Town. 
The report told of how two dogs had 
become seriously ill after bitting a toad. One 
of the dogs later died. The other recovered. 
"Some years ago,• said Dr Lambiris, "a 
woman phoned me from Pietermaritzburg to 
tell me that her terrier was seriously ill after 
bitting a toad. 
"It seems the terrier took just a quick chew 
of the toad and then dropped it. But that 
was enough to kill the dog. It was dead 
within a little more than two hours.• 
He said a toad's poison was secreted by two 
large glands behind its head and a number 
of smaller ones on its back. 
The poison, when swallowed, affected the 
nervous system to the heart and lungs. "It 
then causes circulatory and respiratory 
collapse." 
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Dr Lambiris said that in South Africa the 
leopard toad was most likely to "knock off 
an unwary dog or cat". 
"It is not necessarily the most poisonous of 
our toads. But it is the biggest in the country 
and because of its size it secretes copious 
amounts of poison." 
He said there had also been occasional ca5e5 
of cattle and sheep picking up poisonous 
toads and then dying. 
"But in 99 cases out of 100 when toads are 
blamed for stock losses, they are innocent. 
Something else has caused the deaths. 
"I don' t think toads are a major cause of 
stock loss. In 38 years I have come across 
only three cases of deaths caused by toads.• 
Dr Lambiris said the secretions of some 
toads found in various parts of the world, 
including the United States and South 
Africa, had hallucinogenic effects. 
He said one such toad was found in 
KwaZulu-Natal, but he declined to identify 
it. "People who lick the secretions of that 
toad can go on a hallucinogenic trip. 
"But the secretion has such a foul taste that 
it would take a pretty desperate addict to 
carry on licking for long enough. 
• And there is also the risk of suffering some 
serious side effects. It is not worth the risk. 
It could even prove fatal." 
Dr l.ambiris said that in spite or their 
noxious nature some benefits could yet stem 
from the secretions of toads. 

Submitted by: F.L. FARQUHARSON (P.O. 
Box 20142, Durban North 4016, South 
Africa). 
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1WO-HEADED SNAKE SEES DENTIST 

(Daily News, 1 February 1996, p. 3) 

by 

DAILY NEWS REPORTERS 

A RARE baby two-headed Herald snake 
which was found in Umkomaas on the 
KwaZulu-Natal south coast, has been taken 
to a dentist in Durban to be X-rayed. 
The three day old snake was transferred to 
Durban's Fit7.simons Snake Park where co­
owner of the park, Mrs Belinda Smith, 
arranged for X-rays to be taken so that 
records can be kept of the bone structure or 
this tiny rarity. 
"This snake is a freak of nature and of great 
interest to scientists," said Mrs Smith. "We 
would like to have the internal organs X­
rayed as well as the bone structure. Baby 
snakes are often quite sec-through and we 
think this little Herald may have two hearts 
as well." 

Mrs Smith said she was worried that the 
10cm hatchling may dehydrate because of 
the hot weather, but when they gave it water, 
both the little heads drank. Today they will 
sec if both the heads cat. Snake park 
attendants were out late last night looking 
for tiny frogs to feed it. 
Mrs Smith said although she had seen 
pictures of two headed snakes before, she 
had never seen a live one in her lire. "About 
20 years ago we had a preserved two-headed 
snake in a bottle here at the snake park, but 
it has long since disintegrated. One of the 
heads is clearly the dominant one." 

Submitted by: F.L. FARQUHARSON (P.O. 
Box 20142, Durban North 4016, South 
Africa). 

TERRESTRIAL TORTOISES STOLEN 

The following report was published in Bull. 
Chicago Herp. Soc. 32(5): 113, 1997: 

"On behalf of Mr. John Spence, Director of 
the Tygerbcrg Zoopark, Kraaifontein, South 
Africa, I am reporting a theft or terrestrial 
tortoises from the well-established terrestrial 
tortoise breeding group at Tygerberg Zoo. 
Some 10 animals were removed, presumably 
during the weekend or March 28-30. The 
species involved arc as follows: Psammobates 
geometricus (1 male and 3 females, one of 
which carries eggs); Testudo radiata (1); 
Homopus signatus signatus (1); Homopus 
femoralis (1); Kinixys spekii (2); Kinixys 
lobalSiana (1). The animals were removed 
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from a chain-link fenced enclosure situated 
next to the director's residence (in an 
attempt to prevent theft!!). No visitors to 
the zoo arc allowed inside the enclosure, and 
the curator of reptiles, Ms. Tamara Harris­
Smith, only handles tortoises on special 
request for photographs .... (Please] be on 
the look-out for any of the above animals, 
and to post this message to other interested 
colleagues. I will try and stay abreast of 
developments in this regard and post any 
information. Kind regards. Dr. Ernst H.W. 
Baard, Cape Nature Conservation, Private 
Bag 5014, Stellenbosch 7599 South Africa 
<baarde@cncjnk.wcape.gov.za> Fax: +21-
8871606. April 4, 1997." 
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HERPETOLOGICAL BOOKS 

EUROSPAN SCIENTif1C, TECHNICAL & MEDICAL GROUP 

(KRIEGER PUBLISHING COMPANY) 

3 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, London WC2E SLU 
Tel: +44 (0)171-240 08S6 Fax: +44 (0)171-379 0609 

A division of Eurospan Limited 
Registered Office: 3 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, London WC2E SLU, &pnd 

Registered No: 816437 
VATNo: GB 241 793946 

REPTILE KEEPER'S HANDBOOK 
Susan M. Barnard 
March 1996 
~9464-933-7 Hardback £fBA 

Written by a professional zoo keeper, this 
handbook provides the reader with a prac­
tical, 'hands-on' approach to the husbandry 
of reptiles, including venomous snakes. The 
wide variety of topics is presented concisely 
and in a manner that enables the reader to 
obtain information quickly. Subjects include 
nomenclature, taxonomy, anatomy, physiolo­
gy, selection of species, transporting, hand­
ling, housing. hygiene, feeding. nutritional 
disorders, maintenance of insect colonies, 
health, medical and necropsy considerations, 
reproduction and egg incubation. The ap­
pendices contain information on the origins, 
climates, habits, habitats, approximate adult 
sizes and food preferences of all reptilian 
genera. 

CONTENTS: Introduction; Brief Notes on 
Nomenclature, Taxonomy, Anatomy, and 
Physiology; Selecting, Handling, and Trans­
porting; The Captive ~nvironment; Feed_ing 
and Nutritional Disoroers; Health, Medical 
and Necropsy considerations; Reproduction; 
Appendices; Glossary; References; Index. 

TIIEVIPERS 
Biology and Ecology of the Viperinae 
David Mallow & David Ludwig 
December 1996 
~9464-877-2 Hardback £fBA 

A comprehensive, detailed reference work 
on the nine genera and their species in the 
subfamily Viperinae. Each species account is 
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bucd on a thorough review ol tbe world 
literature and includes information Oil 
ecology, biology, physiology, toxicology, 
distribution, behaviour and husbandry. 'Ibil 
book is an invaluable reference for prolea­
sional and amateur herpetologists, for 
ecologists and environmental scientists, for 
educators, and for keepers and breeders, tbe 
text is supplemented throughout by over 40 
colour plates and distribution maps and 
includes an extensive bibliography. 

NATURAL HISl'ORY OF MONflOR 
LIZARDS 
Harold F. De lisle 
March 1996 
().8946.hll97-7 Hardback £fBA 

Unique among lizards, the monitors are in 
some ways more like birds and mammals 
than like their smaller and less active 
relatives. Their size and behaviour have long 
made them objects of fascination and myth 
wherever they are found. The Komodo 
Dragon, the world's largest lizard, is a 
central tourist attraction in Indonesia. The 
author provides extensive information on 
the anatomical and physiological traits that 
have made the varanids such successful and 
spectacular animals. He deals with their 
ecology and behaviour in detail and includes 
a description, range map, diet, conservation 
status and life history notes for each species 
along with almost 200 references on varanid 
lizards. General guidelines for captive care 
are included. The book contains essential 
information for the professional herpeto­
logist, dedicated pet owner and reptile 
enthusiast. This is the first book to cover the 
genus Varanus as a whole, and the first 

book to cover anatomy, physiology, 
behaviour, ecology and captive care all under 
one cover. 

CONTENTS: List of Figures; List of Plates; 
List of Tables; Preface; Introduction; Taxo­
nomy and Evolution; Anatomical and Phy­
siological Specializations of Varanids; ~ 
logy and Behavior; Captive Management; 
Conservation; Species and Subspecies of the 
Genus Varanus; The Future for Varanids; 
References; Scientific Name Index; General 
Index. 

BIOGEOGRAPHY OF TIIE REPTILES OF 
SOUfHASIA 
Jndraneil Das 
March 1996 
~9464-935-3 Hardback £fBA 

At the crossroads of two biogeographic 
realms, South Asia supports a highly diverse 
and distinct reptile fauna, with 634 species 
represented. The present work is an analysis 
of this fauna, its richness and endemicity, the 
patterns and correlates of species diversity, 
affinities within the region and with 
extralimital fauna, barriers to distribution 
and speciation. 

CAPTIVE HUSBANDRY AND PROPAGA­
TION OF TIIE BOA CONSTRICI'ORS 
AND OTHER BOINE SNAKES 
David Fogel 
January 1996 
~9464-921-3 Hardback £fBA 

Boas are a diverse group of both new and 
old world snakes. Adult specimens of certain 
sand boa species attain a maximum size of 
only two or three feet, while the green 
anaconda may exceed thirty feet in length. 
For decades man has maintained boa con­
strictors in captivity. Recreating a suitable 
captive environment in which various boa 
species can thrive and even reproduce, has 
always been a challenge for the herpeto-
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culturist. This volume contains detailed 
captive husbandry and propagation 
information specific to boa species or sub­
species. All major captive care conside­
rations are addres5Cd, allowing the boa 
keeper to provide for and possibly breed 
their captives. This book will be a valuable 
asset to all herpetologists who maintain boa 
constrictors in captivity as well as 
veterinarians and zoo personnel. 

AMPHIBIAN MEDICINE AND CAPTIVE 
HUNSBANDRY 
Kevin M. Wright & Brent R Whitaur 
December 1996 
~917-5 Hardback £fBA 

Amphibian MediciM and Captive Husbandry 
is designed to introduce veterinary practi­
tioners to the diagnosis and treatment of 
disease in captive amphibians. Although 
designed for the veterinary clinician, this text 
is an essential part of any herpetologist's 
library, covering various aspects of 
amphibian captive husbandry and pro­
pagation while providing the reader with a 
firm foundation on which to evaluate a given 
husbandry routine. The diagnosis of disease 
in amphibians by the application of basic 
clinicopathologic techniques is discussed. 
Infectious, metabolic, nutritional, neoplastic 
and idiopathic disorders of amphibians are 
discussed in detail. Black and white and 
colour plates enhance the usefulness of this 
volume. Speciality veterinary texts have been 
available for mammals, birds, reptiles, fish 
and invertebrates, but this is the first one 
published on amphibians. 

TENTATIVE CONTENTS: Evolution and 
Fossil History; Taxonomy of Living Species; 
Anatomy; Physiology; Husbandry; Restraint; 
Oinical Techniques; Infectious Diseases; 
Noninfectious Diseases; Imaging; Surgery; 
Theriogenology; Miscellaneous; Pharmaco­
therapeutics; Necropsy Techniques; Gross 
Pathology and Histopathology. 
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LIZARDS 
2 Volu- Set 
Manfred Rogner 
May 1996 1st English Edition 
0-89464-m~ Hardback ITBA 

Lizards, Volumes 1 and 2, is the first 
comprehensive work describing all known 
families of lizards in such depth and breadth. 
Rogner o utlines the ge~phic dist~bution 
along with the natural habitats and hfestyles 
for each species. The author also draws 
heavily from the firsthand experiences of 
herpetological enthusiasts. in detaili~g h~­
bandry practices for feeding; adm1n1Ste~ng 
vitamin and mineral supplements; breeding; 
and setting up, heating, lighting, and 
maintaining vivaria. Detailed descriptions 
and copious colour photos illustrate physical 
characteristics of the lizards. Volume 1 
describes Geckoes, Fin-footed Lizards, 
Agamas, Chameleons, Iguanas, Basilis~, 
and Anoles. Volu- 2 examines Crocodile 
Lizards, Gila Monsters, Legless Lizards, 
Tuataras, and Crocodilians. 

HANDBOOK OF ALLIGATORS AND 
CROCODILES 
Steve Grenard 
1991 236 pp. 
0-89464-435-1 Hardback £44.95 
0-8946h'l73-X Paperback £26.95 

This handbook is a comprehensive, easy-to­
read, yet technically researche~ _rcsou~ on 
the basic aspects of crocod1han biology, 
resource management, behaviour, anatomy, 
physiology and ecolo_gy .. ~t is aimed at a 
broad audience of iodMduals concerned 
with crocodilians including wildlife officers 
in the field, wildlife researchers, environ­
mental specialists, alligator/crocodile farm­
ing and ranching personnel, hunters, herpe­
tologists including students and generalists 
who need a thorough yet nontechnical back­
ground. While this ha~dbook _includes e_n­
tries for living crocod1han species, a special 
emphasis has been placed on the American 
alligator and crocodile. The text is comple­
mented by nearly 100 line drawings and 
maps, specially commissioned for this book. 
Approximately 75 full-<alo~r and black and 
white photographs are also included. 
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STICKY TONGUE FARMS 

isproudtepnsml 

CHAMELEONS 
Their Can ud Bnediac 

Linda I. Davi.son 

With more than eighty breathtaking color 
and black and white photos, this book rivals 
the presentation of any coffee table book. A 
comprehensive, easy-to-use guide, Chame­
leons; Their Care and Breeding shows bow 
to choose a healthy chameleon, house and 
feed it, diagn06C and treat problems, suc­
cessfully breed and raise popular ~hameleoll 
species, and much more. Professional c~­
meleon breeder Linda Davison wrote this 
book with the assistance of the most-respec­
ted breeders in the field. 

Available from Hancock House Publishem. 

To order call: 909 672-3876 or write to Sticky 
Tongue Farms, 26900 Newport Rd, #121-14, 
Menifee, CA 92584, U.SA. 

HOKOPA 
REPTILE PARK 

Vis,r the Fasc1narm12 Wond 
ot Re"r11es 

Cunos & Ccfttt ShoP 

Your VISlt See 
will hdo the: Snakes 
conservat·on L1zarc:s 
o f reptiles 
for the ne:)(t Mon1tcrs 

generation TortCIS\?S 

Crocod,les 
0..Cd S..flOI" 
( ~ cec.,~ rerraoins ,:c 

• r- C::,.,~ ~, .-,:;..,, 
~ :;.:,•o ,,::o 

... ,-:.., .... •·- · re ! (014 1?&. :1, 0 
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' Available now. 
Klaus Adolphs 

Bibliozraphie der Gurtelechsen und Schildechsen (Reptilia: Sauria: 
Cordylidae & Gerrhosauridae). 

/Bjb/jography of the g frdled fjzards and plated Jjzards 

{Rept11Ja: Sauna: Cordyjjdae & Gerrhosaundae).J 

Sank"t Augustin: Squamata Verlag, September 199G, 255 pp., 21 x 15 cm, 
wrappers, ISBN 3~9805086-0-9, DM 39,80 

An extensive publicationlist of the girdled 
lizards (Cordylidae) and the plated lizards 

(Cerrhosauridae) of Africa and Madagascar; 
from the year 17 58 (L1NNt, Systema Natu rae) 
through 1995. 

Altogether there are rnon: than 1000 
quotations. Nearly all quotations contain full 
infom1ation about taxa and subjects. 

With a comprehensive systematic index 
(over 40 pages) and the cu rrent taxonomy 

( 13 pages) of the families Cordy!idae and Cerrhosauridae (with synonyms). 

Cont~nts: introduction; acknowledgements; cited literahare; taxonomy of the girdled and 
plated lizards; bibliography of the girdled and plated lizards; systematic index. 

~ a ~uan2ata 
Ver lag fii r Her pet o Io g i e 

Addn:ss for <>rdcr.<: 

Squamata Verlag 
Pastor-Hochhard-Str. 8 

D-53757 San.kt Augustin 
Germany 

E-mail: Kadolphs@aol.com 

·· ·· · ··· ····· · ··· ·· · ·· ·· ···· ·· · · ·· ···· ·· · ·· ··· ···· ··· · ·········· ··· ········ · ·· ·· ········ · : 
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Non· P11hlisl,t!d by che Society for tht! Swdy vf Amphihiuns mul Rt:pti!t's 

A suies 

worthy of an 

honored piact 

in the library 

ofanytmt' 

intaested 

in the Rep1ilia. 

-Alfred Sherwood Romer 
(American Scientist) 

A br<HW, w1ijied 1rearment of e,·ery · 

thing concerning the structure and 

the life of living reptiles. 

-Benedetto Linza (Scienria) 

Tliue ha.s bun no work c:omparable 

10 this in any fang1~agr. 

-Garth Undcrv.·ood 

(8ri1ish }()umal of Hupetolugy) 

BIOLOGY OF THE REPTILIA 
T

HIS CELEBRATED SERIES. 'COW EXTENDl'CG TO 18 VOLOIES. HAS BEE~ WIDE· 

ly acclaimed a~ the ddinitive resoun:e on n:ptilian biology. From the fir~t 
volume in 1969, the distingui)hcd contributors to 1his scrii:s have inclu1.kd an 
intem:11ional group of more than 100 cxp~ns in their n:spt!ctive tidds. E:.u.:,h 
volume consists of tivc 10 15 chap1i:rs summarizing the state of our knov.·l\!dgc:. 
laying groundwork for future research, and providing an in-depth gui<ll! to the 
relevant literature. All volumes are fully illuma1cd with photograph,. graphs. 
and extensive tables of infom1a1ion. Several addi1iun.il volumes an; pl..innc-d. 
Each volume has both topical and taxonomic indices, an<l acompn;hensive indc:x 
to the entire series. to be publish\!tl as the 
final volume. is in prepara1ion. SSAR is 
proud to assume responsibility for this 
classic series and to offer clothbound vol- Biology of lhe Reptilia 
umes at affordable prices. 

General Editor: Carl Gans 
Co-editors: 
Morpl,o/ogy (six volumes): Angus d' A. 

Bellairs. Thomas S. Parsons 
Physiology (five volumes): David Crews. 

William R. Dawson. K. A. Gans. F. 
Harvey Pough 

Ecology and Behavior (two volumes): 
Raymond B. Huey. Donald W. Tinkk 

Neurology (three volumes): R. Gl<nn 
Northcutt. Philip S. Ulinsky 

Development (two volumes): Frank 
Billett. Paul F. A. Maderson 

Volwne- 18, Physiology E ' 
Hormones, Brain, and 

Behavior 

VOLUME 19: TO BE PUBLISHED FALL 1997 
Morphology, Volume G: The Visceral Organs. Edited by Carl Gans and Abbot S. Gaunt. 

Topics .and authors: 
The Pulmonary System: General OvuYiti,-. by Steven F. Pi.:rry; L1111_r;:s of Sntik,s, hy V;m Wallach: Pr1/mm1ary Fwrction. Oy Warren 

Burggren .. l\llan Smits. ::ind Tobias Wang. . . . . 
nieCardiovascu/cJr System: n,t fl tart. by Anthony f:11Tell. A. K. G:impcr/.and the late E.T. B. Franc1~: CarJwt' Sl11mw1.i:, by fame~ Htek!,. 
The Hepatic System: T1zt' Lfrer. by fenton Schaffner. The Spleen: by Ya~ukuu Tanaka. 

This volume summarizes the majororgani.situated in the coclomic space. organs that f uni.:tion in m1.:tahi1li~mnr arc inrnl,.ed with endocrine 
and reproductive activities. As such. it will be of interest to zoologisl:-. and hcrp.:1ologh1s but ah.o to ~ctcnnarian, and hcrp.!IOC.ult~n.~1s. 
Each chap1er includes dcscripti"·e mofl)hology combined v. itll discus-.1ons of function :.md of ccologu:;.il :mJ cvoluti~inary rcla11on:-.h1ps. 

Specifications: About ,U5 pages. 125 figure .... indices. clo1hbound v.ith dmtjackct. ISBN 0--91698~2-7. To be publi:,,hcJ fall 1997. 

PricH ~r copy: 
SSAR members before. publication ...• ... us$42 
Institutions and Non-members . . . ...• .. . . US$58 

Shipping cotl per copy: 
In USA. . . • • . . . . •dd uS$3 
Non-USA. . .. add US$6 

Send orders to: Dr. Robert D. Aldridge. SSAR Puhlkations Secretlt),'. Oepan ment of Bmlogy. Saint b)uis Unh·er:-.1ty. 3507 LidcJc 
A\enue. Saint Louis. Missoun 63103. L;SA velephcme : area code 31-l. 977-3916 or - 1710;/ax: 31.J. 977- J658: t'-maif: ,~ar@,lu.edu, 
Make checks payable to ··SSAR."" Ove~eas o rders must be pa.id in USA funds using ::a draft dra,,,. non Amcri1.:.:m b.mb or h) In1cm:111onal 
Money Order. Orders may also be charged to ~la~terC:ird or VISA (pk:i.se pro,·idc :i.ccount numtx-r anJ l·ard l.'."<ptr:itiun d:llt"'I. SSA,R 
membership de1::ails and ::a complete list of JII S<Xie1y puhlica.1iun~ c:.tn he obt::aincd on rt"'i.jUl"~t to Or . .-\ldnd:;c. 
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THE ECOLOGY 
OF A 

SYMBIOTIC 
COMMUNITY 

2 Volume Set 
Sam Rountree Telford, Jr. 

310 pp. Cloth $64.75 
ISBN 0-89464-895-0 LC 94-35364 

These volu_mcs dc_scribe the population of a Japanese lizard integrated with the separate biologies of 
20 symb,ol.tc species. 1111s represents the first attempt to synthesize the biologies of a host lizard and 

its parasites (symbiotes) from the viewpoint of community ecology. 

Sam Roundtree Telford, Jr. earned a B.A. in biology from the University of Virginia, an M.S. in 
biology from~• University of Florida, and a Ph.D. in zoology from.the University of California, 

Los Angeles. His work has taken him to such places as Pakistan, Panama, and Denmark. Dr. Telford 
has wri'.ten over _150_ articles for various research publications on such topics as the ecology of 
zoonottc/parastl.tc diseases, the population biology of reservoir animals, and lower vertebrate 

parasitology and reproductive biology. 
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FREE STATE HERPETOWGICAL ASSOCIATION 

On 17 February 1996 the founding meeting 
of the Fru Stale Herpeu,logical Aswciation 
was held at the National Museum, Bloem­
fontein. A constitution was unanimously 
accepted and a committee elected. After 
some initial changes, the committee now 
comprises the following: Chairman/News-­
letter Editor - Rod Douglas, Secretary -
Dave Hayter, Treasurer - Belinda Burger, 
Public Relations Officer - Joleen Coctzee, 
Meeting Organizer - Mike Bates, and Show 
Chairman - Riaan Britz. 

Meetings have been held at the National 
Museum on the second Wednesday of each 
month. Members have also received a 
monthly newsletter giving a short report­
back on the previous month's meeting, 
notices of forthcoming events and other 
matters of interest to members, as well as 
interesting snippets of information gleaned 
from a variety of publications. After many 
months and many proposed concept logos, 
the membership decided on the logo 
presented above, in green and gold. 

At the founding meeting our Guest Speakers 
were Mrs Ilsa Robcrtse and Mr Johan 
Watson from the Free State Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism, better 
known to most as "Nature Conservation•. 
New and enlightened regulations that were 
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to be incorporated into the new Ordinanoc 
were presented, and both Mrs Robcrtsc and 
Mr Watson expressed the hope that there 
would be closer co-operation and under­
standing between their Department and our 
members. The Free State has most probably 
been the most conservative of all the South 
African provinces as far as reptile-related 
regulations arc concerned. With a growing 
local interest in reptiles the need to create 
an official channel for communication be­
came a necessity. 

The Association got off to a fine start when 
asked, even before its first General Meeting, 
to put up a promotional and public aware­
ness stand at the Bloemfontein Show (14-23 
March 1996). The stand, comprising ten 
cages, was beautifully set up and wu a great 
attraction and apparent suCCCS& as far as the 
public was concerned. This year we again 
exhibited at the Bloemfontein Show, winning 
best display for the hall in which we 
exhibited. A very successful promotion, with 
exhibition tanks, was also held at Spitzkop 
Nursery in September 1996. 

Despite being somewhat isolated in the 
middle of the country, the Committee 
managed to arrange a variety of stimulating 
and interesting talks for its members. In our 
short 14 months of existence, talks, usually 

illustrated with slides, have included a range 
of diverse subjects, e.g. Amphibians of the 
Free State, Some South African adders, All 
legless reptiles are definitely not ~ . 
Chameleons of the Free State, Successful 
breeding of the Brown house snake, Keep your 
herps warm this winter - the hot box, The 
mysterious flat gedws of southern Africa, 
Incubating reptile eggs, Crocodiles and 
dinosaurs, Collecting herps on the equator, 
and The reptile invaders. We also managed to 
present a number of herp--rclated videos and 
often set up live displays at meetings with 
either unusual specimens or specimens 
related to one of the presentations. A very 
successful end-of-year function was held in 
November 1996 at Florisbad Research 
Station, north-west of Bloemfontein. 
Members and their families were able to 
relax in the warm natural spring mineral 
baths and enjoy the opportunity of getting 
away from the city. A very pleasant and 
enjoyable day was had by all. 

Despite the Association getting off to a 
roaring start, there were also some disap­
pointments. These centred around the lack 
of support from the local universities, the 
nature conservation authorities, and later 
on, the public at large. It was envisaged that 
the Association would provide an important 
educationa: forum for students, lecturers, 
and in particular, nature conservation 
officers implementing conservation and law 
enforcement policies, often with little or no 
knowledge of reptiles or their husbandry. 
Despite there being large numbers of people 
in the Free State keeping snakes as pets, 
usually illegally, we have not been able to 
attract significant numbers from this sector. 
It would appear that this group is mainly 
interested in snakes and has little or no 
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interest in the broader aspects of her­
petology. In addition, it seems as if they arc 
unwilling to conform to a lepl permit 
system, which makes them shy away from 
any activity which may draw attention to 
themselves. The idea of having a wheeling­
and-dealing-type snake club was not an 
acceptable alternative for the Committee. 

Unfortunately, at a Committee Meeting held 
on 28 April 1997, it was unanimously decided 
to suspend all further activities of the 
Association. With a poor membership 
renewal for 1997, and a resultant poor 
attendance at meetings, it was decided that 
the effort being put in by the Committee did 
not warrant continuation of the Association. 
Although still existing in name, the affairs of 
the Association will most probably be wound 
up towards the end of the year, unless some 
constructive suggestions arc forthcoming. 

Reasons may be many, but with our wealth 
of southern African hcrpetofauna, it docs 
seem surprising that there is not a deeper 
general interest in herpetology. Is it not 
incongruous that in the United Kingdom, 
where not a single species of indigenous 
tortoise occurs, the British Chelonia Group, 
which represents the interests of but one 
small aspect of herpetology, is so active with 
at least sixteen regional branches which arc 
apparently thriving. One is therefore 
tempted to ask whether South Africans arc 
not either blase because of their country's 
considerable herpetofaunal diversity, or 
simply just not interested? 

Rod Douglas 
Chairman 
(National Museum, P.O. Box 266; Bloem­
fontein 9300, South Africa) 

WEST RAND HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

A new herp association has been formed in 
Gauteng - the West Rand HerpetologicaJ 
Association. Based in Florida, meetings arc 
being held in the lecture theatre of the 
Florida Park Fire Station. Besides furthering 
existing interests in reptiles and reptile hus­
bandry the Association is placing consider­
able emphasis on education in the form of 
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lectures presented to schools and other 
organizations. 

For further information regarding member­
ship and meetings please contact Mr Mannie 
Carrcira-Fugareu at 011 - 786 4286 during 
office hours. 
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Special Bulletin from the Tortoise Tnlst, London: 

1,000 TORTOISES MURDERED BY SWEDISH CUSTOMS 
AND AGRICULTURAL AUTHORITIES 

WORLDWIDE BOYCOTI OF SWEDISH GOODS L\UNCHED IN RESPONSE 

The incident began when a Syrian national 
known as Amro Hassan entered Sweden at 
Arlanda Airport, Stockholm, with a con­
signment of 1,000 Horsfield's tortoises 
(Testudo horsfieldi) without the necessary 
import permit. The Syrian also had a 
Russian partner in this enterprise. Swedish 
customs and agricultural authorities imme­
diately impounded the consignment. The 
animals were housed in a large shed and 
were provided with neither heat, food or 
drinking water. They were also sprayed with 
a cold water hose daily. 

At this point, the authorities deviated from 
standard practice, as neither the Swedish 
Herpetological Society nor other reptile 
consultants available to them in Sweden 
were advised of the seizure or asked for 
technical advice on how to handle the 
animals. It is evident that the episode was 
intended to be handled entirely in secret. 
Ralph Tramontano, editor of the Swedish 
Herpetological Society's publication 
SNOKEN, says that "The Dept. of Agri­
culture in general is very secretive when it 
comes to regulating and usually tries to 
control, excessively in my opinion, who is 
allowed to know what they arc considering". 

News of the affair finally leaked out late on 
Wednesday evening, and a Tortoise Trust 
member in Sweden E-mailed us at once 
when it became apparent from news reports 
that the authorities were: a) keeping the 
tortoises in unsuitable conditions and b) 
seriously contemplating killing them all. 

The Tortoise Trust responded by imme­
diately posting messages to Internet News­
groups, including rcc.pets.herps and 
sci.bio.herp, and simultaneously alerted by 
E-mail many other contacts around the 
world to the plight of these tortoises. Early 
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on Thursday morning we received additional 
information from a contact in Sweden. The 
authorities were now claiming that all of the 
tortoises were •too sick" to survive and that 
therefore, they should be killed at once. Our 
effort to save the animals moved into high 
gear. We faxed a formal offer to the Swedish 
Embassy in Britain offering to meet the full 
COlits of sending the animals back to 
Tadzjikstan. We also offered to provide 
expert advice on maintaining the tortoises 
properly or on veterinary aspects. We are 
advised by the Swcdi5h Embassy that this 
offer was forwarded by fax within 60 minutes 
to the Minister of Agriculture in Sweden. 

Via the Internet, we requested conserva­
tionists, tortoise enthusiasts and animal 
welfare supporters to fax urgent letters to 
the Department of Agriculture in Sweden 
pleading for the tortoises to be saved, or at 
least for a delay whilst a rescue could be 
organised. At this point, we were contacted 
by WWF-Swcden, who supported our call to 
save the animals and who were also 
desperately trying to persuade the 
authorities to change their minds. We arc 
aware that many people around the 1"0rld 
did fax their concerns to the Swedish 
authorities: faxes were sent from as far away 
as Japan, the US, South Africa and 
Australia. Veterinary surgeons, biologists 
and ordinary tortoise enthusiasts all pleaded 
with the authorities to think again. 

As more details emerged, it became clear 
that the authorities were determined to 
slaughter the entire shipment by freezing 
them to death. We again faxed an urgent 
note to the authorities informing them that 
this is no longer regarded as a particularly 
safe or humane method of reptile eutha­
nasia. Like our previous requests, this too 
was ignored. 

The media in Sweden were contacted 
directly, and news of our offer to help find 
an alternative home or to repatriate the 
tortoises to Tadzjikistan was widely 
broadcast. SAS Airlines nffered to fly to the 
tortoises free of charge back to M06COW. 
The media in Britain were also advised of 
the increasingly desperate nature of the fight 
to save these animals. Efforts continued 
throughout Thursday, well into the night, to 
publicise their plight and to persuade the 
authorities to back down. Dozens of faxes 
and hundreds of E-mails were sent to over 
16 countries. Direct pressure on the Swedish 
authorities in Stockholm was also 
maintained, but by this time the officials 
involved had all become "unavailable" and 
were refusing to return calls. 

On Friday morning (24th October) we 
teamed the worst. Operatives of the 
Ministry of Agriculture had worked all 
through the night to slaughter the tortoises 
by freezing them io death in order to avoid 
the worldwide storm of protest which they 
knew was rapidly building up. All 1,000 
Horsfields tortoises were now dead. 

The lie that the tortoises were sick and that 
none could be saved was finally exposed 
when a spokesperson for the Ministry of 
Agriculture, in a TV interview, attempted to 
blame "CITES regulations" for the 
slaughter! It further emerged that only 48 
hours earlier, Sweden had considered 
admitting the tortoises but that they also had 
"concerns that they might be sold". None of 
this accords with the present official line that 
all 1,000 tortoises were too sick to be saved. 
It now seems that Department of Agri­
culture officials, headed by veterinarians 
Karin Ccrcnius and Ernst Mehnert, were 
determined from the beginning to press 
ahead with the slayings to set an example to 
other potential illegal importers. 

It is perfectly true that the tortoises were in 
poor condition - a state not helped by the 
abominable conditions they were kept in by 
the Ministry of Agriculture for a week. It 
defies belief, however, that 100% of a 1,000 
strong consignment were so ill that eutha­
nasia was the only viable option. It has also 
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emerged that illegal animal5 of au kinds arc 
ROUTINELY destroyed in Sweden, and 
that it is very rare indeed for an illepl 
shipment NOT to be killed. 

The Department of Agriculture must also 
answer as to why no external, independent 
reptile experts (including speciali5t reptile 
veterinarians) were coru;utted during tu 
incident, and why veterinary advice that their 
method of euthanasia was inhumane wu 
entirely ignored. They must also 8115WCr u 
to why the killing was carried out in such 
apparent haste. 

Campaip objedms 

The Tortoise Trust i5 appalled at tbi5 
horrific and utterly barbaric incident which 
is a disgrace to civilised standards of 
behaviour towards animals. Everyone who 
worked so desperately to save the tortoises 
is extremely upset, traumatised and angered 
by these events. Tortoise Trust Director, 
Andy C. Highfield, says "I have worked in 
animal welfare and conservation for 25 
years, and this is absolutely the single worst 
incident I have ever encountered. I am 
completely sickened by the action of the 
Swedish authorities. We must not let the 
murder of these harmless creatures go 
unpunished and their deaths must not be in 
vain. We must ensure that nothing like this 
ever happens again". 

To this end the Tortoise Trust is co­
ordinating a worldwide boycott of all 
Swedish goods and services. Volvo cars, 
Sandvik tools and Hasselblad cameras arc all 
specific targets of this economic campaign. 
Swedish timber products arc also subject to 
this boycott which will remain in place until 
Karin Ccrcnius, Ernst Mehnert and the 
Minister of Agriculture, Annika Ahnberg, 
resign or arc sacked. 

We also demand a change in the policy 
towards seized animals. The present practice 
is barbaric, biologically wasteful and 
achieves absolutely nothing. Far better that 
confiscated animals arc either returned to 
the wild or accommodated in zoos or with 
caring, responsible private keepers. We will 
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campaign for this in Sweden, and will also 
press for concerted actio~ t~roughout the 
EC to achieve the same obJCCttvc&. 

Adion details: 

An Internet WWW site is now being 
prepared to offer full details of this case and 
all the latest campaign news. Support 
materials such as bumper stickers, badges 
an1 posters are now in preparation. 

You can obtain details about the campaign 
from: 

The Tortoise Trust 
100l05.S55@rompuserve.com 

or by mail from our office, 
Tortoise Trust, 
BM Tortoise, 
London, WClN 3:XX, 
England. 

You can also write to The Reptilian and we 
will provide you with further information or 
pass your details to the Tortoise Trust. 

A massive petition is being organised for 
presentation via the EC. the purpose is to 
embarrass the Swedish government who 
have a reputation for endlessly lecturing 
other countries on their alleged human and 
animal rights abuses (!) 

PLEASE write letters of protest to: 

Annika Ahnberg 
Department of Agriculture, 
S 103 33 Stoc:kholm, 
Sweden 

Tel: +46 8 405 100 
Fax: +46 8 20 64 96 

Karin Cerenius 
National Board of Agriculture, 
55182 Jonkoping. 
Sweden 

Tel: +46 36155800 
Fax: +46 36 715114 

70 

Embassy of s..edea (UK), 
UMontaguPlate, 
London, WlH 2AL 

Embassy of s..edea (USA), 
600 New Hampshiff Ave- NW, 
Washin&toa, DC 20037 

Copy all protest letters to your 1oc:al Swedish 
Embassy or consulate and inform them that 
you will be ,upporting the boycott of all 
5-dish products and 1ervices u a 4it«t 
result of the killing of these tortoises. 

What else eu )'OIi do to llielp tr nmpelpf 

Re-post this notice in u many places • 
J>OliSible. The text may be used in oewsletten 
or in information leaflets. It may be allo 
transmitted and posted by E-mail and we 
encourage you to translate it into any 
language. 

Take adion now • • • 

The Reptilian urges all readers !o rea~ 
in the strongest possible way agamst thlS 
outrage and we fully support The 
Tortoise Trust in their campaign. Please 
write to the addresses supplied and let 
those involved know that the public are 
not prepared to tolerate this sort of 
atrocity. If you arc in a reptile club, why 
not reprint this information in your 
newsletter? 

We intend to highlight matters such as 
this in the future, so please let us know 
if you have any campaigns which you 
feel should be supported or COi/Cr-up; 
which need to be exposed. Adverse 
publicity can often succeed when other 
methods of protest may fail. 
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TIIE C.J.P. IONIDES MEMORIAL FUND 

INTRODUCTION 

The CJ.P. Ionides Memorial Fund was 
launched in 1973 with the aim of erecting an 
appropriate memorial to the late CJ.P. 
Ionides, the famous herpetologist and natu­
ralist, who had contributed so much to East 
Africa, especially the National Museums and 
Snake Park in Nairobi. Contributions were 
received from many parts of the world. The 
plan at the time was to build a special en­
closure in the Snake Park portraying an East 
African ecosystem and displaying relevant 
species of reptile. 

The Fund closed on 1st December, 1973, and 
at that stage the Trustees (J.H.E. Leakey, 
J.E. Cooper, C.RS. Pitman, A. Duff-Mackay 
and M. Mitton) presented a Report on the 
Appeal and recorded the names of those 
who contributed to the Fund or assisted in 
some other way. The list of names is 
reproduced below under "Donations•. 

TIIE PROJECT 

At the time of the Appeal, the plan was to 
build an !onides Memorial Cage in the 
Nairobi Snake Park. It was hoped to erect a 
cage portraying an East African ecosystem in 
which reptiles were found and which had 
some link with Ionides and his interests. The 
T rustees had in mind an equatorial forest 
environment, a locality for such impressive 
species as the Green Mamba (Dendroaspis 
angusticeps) and the Gaboon Viper (Bitis 
gabonica). 

Uncertainty over plans to modernise the 
Snake Park Jed to delays in implementa tion 
and in 1982 alternative uses of the Fund 
were proposed. In fact, other than the 
presentation of books to the Museum's 
Library, no action was taken. In the 
meantime, however, the Fund was accruing 
interest. 
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DONATIONS 

Contributiom to the Fund were generous 
and were received from three continents. On 
December 1st, 1973 when the Appeal cloled, 
a sum of K.Shs. 7,069/70 had been collected. 

Contributors to the Fund (in alphabetical 
order) were as follows:-

1 Mr & Mrs BW Alexander 
2 Mr & Mrs J Ashe 
3 Mr EOA Baumann 
4 MrsJBrown 
S Dr FH Carasson 
6 Carnegie MU1Cum 
7 Miss M Otild 
8 Mr & Mrs V Collim 
9 Dr BCook 
10 Mr & Mrs JE Cooper 
11 Mr F Delano 
12 Mr G de Witte 
13 Mr & Mrs RC Drewes 
14 Mr A Duff-Mackay 
15 East African Natural 

History Society 
16 Mr DWD Elmer 
17 Mr & Mrs D Embich 
lR Prof. C Gans 
19 Major I Grimwood 
20 Mr Hamish Hamilton 
21 Mr JH Heminway Jr. 
22 Bishop Trevor 

Huddleston 
23 Lady Huntingdon 
24 Kenya Museum Society 
25 Mr & Mrs JHE Leakey 
26 Mr RE Leakey 
27 DrD Leys 
28 Dr A Loveridge 
29 Mr JG Mavrogordato 
30 Mrs M Mitton & Family 
31 Miss B Morton 
32 Oakland University 
33 Capt. CRS Pitman 
34 Mrs ED Polhill 

Kenya 
USA 
Kenya 
Kenya 
Canada 
USA 
GB 
Kenya 
GB 
Kenya/GB 
USA 
Belgium 
USA 
Kenya 

Kenya 
Kenya 
USA 
USA 
GB 
GB 
USA 

GB 
GB 
Kenya 
Kenya 
Kenya 
GB 
St Helena 
GB 
South Africa 
Kenya 
USA 
GB 
Kenya 
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35 Mr & Mrs EH Risley Kenya 
36 Mrs SC Savage GB 
37 Mrs J Thompson GB 
38 Mr D Vesey-Fitzgerald Tanzania 
39 Miss JB Walker South Africa 
40 Rowland Ward 

(East Africa) Ltd Kenya 
41 Mr WP York USA 

In addition to the above, a large number of 
people assisted with the organisation and 
planning of this Appeal. In particular Mr & 
Mrs GC Backhurst, Mrs JE Cooper, Mr N 
Odhiambo, Mr AR Walker and Mrs CS 
Webb. 

AN UPDATE 

On 31 July 1996 a plaque, commemorating 
the life and work of Ionides was unveiled at 
the Nairobi Snake Park. 

Over 40 people attended the ceremony and 
these included a number who had known 
and worked with Ionides in the past, two 
former Curators of the Snake Park and the 
present Curator. The event opened with an 
introduction by Professor John E Cooper 
who outlined the history of the Ionides 
Memorial Fund. Professor Cooper explained 
that those who had contributed to the Fund 
included a number of institutions and 
associations, many eminent herpetologists 
and one of Ionides' biographers as well as 
his friends and supporters. 

Mr Owen Sumbu, the current Curator, 
welcomed visitors and explained that, with 
the help of funding from the Kenya Museum 
Society and others, important changes were 
being made to the Snake Park and to the 
accommodation provided for its reptiles. 
There followed some reminiscences about 
the life and work of Ionides. These were led 
by Mr James Ashe, a former Curator of the 
Snake Park, who recalled lonides' kindness 
and generosity, particularly to people who 
were in trouble. He also reminded those 
present that Ionides had a breadth of 
knowledge of subjects in addition to 
herpetology; he was, for example, a widely­
read historian. Mrs Mollie Leakey followed 
with recollections of Ionides when he was 
collecting snakes in the Kerio Valley. She 
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described how he liked to sit in the bush 
listening to classical music rerords on his 
wind-up gramophone! Mr Ashe then 
introduced Mrs Judith Rudnai who, in the 
sixties, had been a student at the University 
of Nairobi and had close pro(essioaal 
contact with Ionides. She spoke with warmth 
about Ionides who had been the guest of 
honour at her graduation party. 

Professor Cooper then introduced Dr 
Mohammed lliahakai, Director Chicf(Execv­
tivc of the National Museums, who had 
kindly agreed to unveil the memorial plaque 
to Ionides. Dr Isahakia said that he was 
grateful for an opportunity to speak about 
the Museum and the Snake Part and to 
expand on plans for their development. He 
stressed the importance of the Snake Part, 
particularly in tel'lllli of educating local 
people about the reptiles of East Africa and 
in giving advice on matters relating to 
venomous snakes and allied issues. He 
welcomed the ceremony, not only as a way of 
commemorating the life of a great naturalist 
but also because it helped to draw attention 
to the Snake Parle and its work and 
encourage visitors. Dr Isahakia then 
unveiled a plaque which read: 

C.J.P. ION/DES ("IODINE") 
This plaque comrnmwrcues the life and 
work of C.J.P. lonides who contributed 
much to the study of reptiles of East 
Africa and who died in Nairobi on 22nd 
September 1968. The plaque was 
provided by the lonides Memorial Fund 
with contributions by his friends and 
admirers. 

In closing the ceremony, Professor Cooper 
paid tribute to those who had attended and 
to those who had contributed in the past to 
the Fund. The latter are being contacted and 
informed of developments. He thanked the 
Director and staff of the National Museums, 
who had helped to publicise and film the 
event, the Curator and staff of the Snake 
Park who had arranged the venue and Mrs 
Margaret Cooper who, in addition to giving 
much support to the establishment of the 
Fund, had taken photographs of the 
occasion which would be available in due 
course for distribution and publicity. 

Following the formal proceedings, those 
present took refreshments together at the 
Bustani Restaurant in the Museum. 

The unveiling of the plaque in Nairobi on 31 
July was the first step towards marking in a 
tangible way the life and work of CJP 
Ionides. The remainder of the Fund is to be 
used for a special exhibit within the Snake 
Parle. The ceremony provided an excellent 
opportunity to remember lonides and his 
contributions to herpetology and, at the 
same time, to give much needed support and 
publicity to the Museum and Snake Park. 
The latter has contributed a great deal to 
East African herpetology in the past and 
continues to do so. 
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Further information about the Fund or the 
life and 1110rt of CJP Ionidcs, can be 
obtained from:-

Professor John E Cooper, The Durrell 
Institute of Conservation and Ecology, The 
University of Kent, Canterl>ury, Kent, CT 
7PD, UK 
or 
Mr Owen Sumbu, Curator, The Snake Part, 
National Museums of Kenya, PO Box 40658, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 

17 August 1996 J.B. Cooper 

If you t- of aay perM>• /s apart f.roa 
tlaose listed llboYe, wlio tolltribated to tlle 
Fland, please tolltad Prof. Cooper at tile 
aboft address. 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

GEOCHELONE PARDALJS: CARAPACE 
STRAIGHT LENGTII AND WEIGHT FRE­
QUENCY, SOUI'H AFRICA 

I wish to look at factors in0uencing size 
frequency in different populations of 
Geochelone pardalis within its eastern 
African range in relation to conservation and 
sustainable utilization. 

If you, or any colleagues known to you in 
South Africa, have measured G. pardalis in 
field populations, then I earnestly require 
and would be most grateful for, acknow­
ledged of course, frequencies (numbers not 
percentages) for carapace straight length at 
100 mm intervals (to 99, 100-199, 200-299 
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etc.) and weight at 1 kg intervals (to 0.99, 1-
1.99, 2-2.99 etc.). I also need basic ecological 
information on the population(s) such as 
whether in agriculturally developed or 
human settlement areas, subject to local 
collection as food, in cattle-grazed zones or 
in national parks, or areas exposed to bush 
fires. 

Dr Michael RK. Lambert 
Herpetologist/ Applied Ecologist 
(General Secretary, Societas Europaea 
Herpetologica) 
Environmental Sciences Department 
[International direct tel.: +44 1634 883201; 
Departmental fax: + 44 1634 883232; e-mail: 
MIKE.IAMBERT@NRI.ORG) 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
for the year ended 28 February 1997 

The financial statements set out on pages 2 to 4 were approved on I g / 4. / 17 
and are hereby signed to that effect 

!J--L-
Treasurer 

REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS OF 
HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

We have audited the annual financial statements set out on page 2 to 4. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the members. Our responsibility is to report 
on the financial statements. 

We conduc:ed our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. 
These standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance that, in all material respects, fair presentation is achieved in the financial 
statements. An audit includes an evaluation of the appropriateness of the accounting 
policies, an examination, on a test basis. of evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures included in the financial statements, an assessment of the reasonableness 
of significant estimates and consideration of the appropriateness of the overall financial 
statement presentation. We Cllnsider that our audit procedures were appropriate in the 
circumstances to express our opinion presented below. 

In .common with similar organisations. it is not feasible for the organisation to institute 
accounting controls over cash collections prior to the initial entry of the Cllllections in 
the accounting records. Accordingly it was. impracticable for us to extend our 
examination beyond the receipts actually recorded. 

Except for the effeas of any adjustments which might have been necessary had it been 
possible for us to extend our examination of cash collections. in our opinion these 
financial statements fainy presents the financial position of the Herpetological 
Association of Africa at 28 February 1997 and the results of its operations for the year 
then ended. 

Cassidy & Associates 
Chariered Accountants (SA) 
Registered Accountants and Auditors 
DURBAN 
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HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 

INCOME STATEMENT 
for the year ended 28 February 1997 

Income 
Interest 
Donations 
Sale of journals 
Subscriptions 
Symposium 

Expenses 
Audit fees 
Froglog 
Journals 
Newsletters 
Bank charges 
Office expenses 
Sundry expenses 

Net surplus for the year 

BALANCE SHEET· 28 February 1997 

Note 

Funds Employed 

Accumulated funds 
Balance at beginning of year 
Net surplus for the year 

Employment of funds 

Current assets 
UBS • Bloemfontein 
UBS· Durban 
Standard Bank • Bloemfontein 
Volkskas • Durban 
Cash on hand 

Less : 

Current liabilities 
Accounts payable 

Net current assets 
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1997 1996 

6,860 4,485 
0 3,000 

1,631 2S6 
18,054 16,580 

0 3.269 
26.545 27.630 

800 550 
0 203 

7,647 5,287 
3,940 7,210 

7 18 
2,456 1,530 

0 360 
14,849 15.158 

11,696 12,472 

1997 1996 

51 ,530 39,058 
11 696 12.472 
63,225 5 1,530 

4 

.109 303 1 
29,900 24,509 

20,403 17. 752 1 
13,899 8,754 

0 488 
64,311 151.806 I 

1 OJ 2J 
1 085 I 276 I 

63,225 51,530 
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SOUTIIERN AFRICAN FROG ATLAS PROJECT 

What can we do to protect our frog popu­
lations'? 

An exciting new project, the Southern 
African Frog Atlas Project (SAFAP) has been 
initiated by Dr Phil Bishop (Wits 
University), Mr Les Minter (University of 
the North) and Mr James Harrison 
(University of Cape Town). This is the first 
of its kind in the .world to be attempted on a 
national scale and the first frog atlas project 
on the African continent. This project will 
enable the conservation status of each 
species to be determined and will provide 
baseline information for future monitoring 
projects. 

The project will involve many volunteers 
from the public sector, who will submit tape 
recordings of frogs calls, or specimens and 
visual identifications, to the project co­
ordinator for analysis and computerisation. 
The advantage of frogs is that they produce 
species-specific calls enabling exact 
identification, without actually seeing the 
frog! A compact disc of South African Frog 
Calls has been produced (available from 
Megatone Productions - Tel. 011 - 8873136) 
and is a helpful guide for the accurate 
identification of frogs in the field. Also, an 

excellent new book South African Frogs: A 
complete guide by Neville Passmore and 
Vincent Carruthers is now available, 
published jointly by Wits University Press 
and Southern Book Publishers. The book is 
an updated version of their 1979 edition, and 
contains several new sections. It also 
contains many newly discovered species of 
frogs as well as natural history notes. 
SAFAP will radically improve our 
understanding of frog distributions and will 
focus attention on declining populations. 
The data will also be valuable for the 
rational planning of land-use and will 
support efforts to preserve our wetlands and 
natural biodiversity. The outcome of this 
project will be that frog populations can be 
used in a prognostic manner with respect to 
the condition of the environment and hell(.'C, 
any impending threat to other indigenous 
animals. 

Any funds donated in support of SAFAP will 
qualify for tax relief. Cheques should be 
made payable to the University of the 
Witwatersrand. If you would like to become 
involved in this project, please contact: The 
SAFAP Co-ordinator, Avian Demography 
Unit, University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 
7700, South Africa. 

HELP NEEDED: SAFAP IN LESOTHO 

Lesotho is a largely mountainous country 
with a very poorly known frog fauna. 
Despite the mountainous nature of the 
country, certain roads arc in good condition 
and can be travelled by car without difficulty. 
Your assistance in surveying the region's 
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frogs is urgently required. Anyone interested 
in collecting data on the frogs of Lesotho for 
SAFAP is urged to contact Mike Bates, 
Regional Organizer for Leostho, SAFAP, 
P.O. Box 266, Bloemfontein 9300, South 
Africa (Tel. 051-4479609, Fax. 051-4476273). 

HERPETOI..OGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA 
MEMBERSHIP FEES AS AT 1 JANUARY 1997 

AFRICAN MEMBERSHIP 

ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP 

I year membership R.50.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 
3 year membership RIJS.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 

SCHOLARS MEMBERSHIP 

I year membership R35.00. Submit in Rand or equivalent U.S. Dollar plus 10%. 

OVERSEAS MEMBERSHIP 

DOLi.AR PAYMENTS 

Note: Please, no U.S. "postal" money orders or U.S. Dollar "EurochcqllC5". Rand 
Eurochequcs may be acceptable. 

1 year membership $25.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 
3 year membership $70.00. Submit in U.S. Dollars by personal cheque or money order. 

RAND PAYMENTS FROM OVERSEAS 

I year membership Rl00.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or money order. 
3 year membership R270.00. Submit in ZAR or Rand by bankers draft or money order. 

Owing to numerous banking problems, members arc kindly requested not to submit 
payments directly to any Building Society or Bank account. All payments must be 
submitted directly to: 

The Secretary /fRasurer 
Herpetologkal Association of Afrka 
P.O. Box 20142 
Durban North 4016 
South Africa 

PLEASE SfATE IN WHICH YEAR YOU RF.QUIRE MEMBERSHIP TO BEGIN. 
MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM 1 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER OF ANY YEAR 
SHOULD MEMBERSHIP BE TAKEN OUT IN TIIE LATI'ER PART OF IBE 
YEAR, YOU WILL RECEIVE ALL JOURNALS AND NEWSLETTERS PER­
TAINING TO TIIATYEAR 
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