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NATURAL HISTORY NOTES

African Herp News publishes brief notes concerning the biology of the herpeto-
fauna of the African continent and adjacent regions, including the Arabian penin-
sula, Madagascar, and other islands in the Indian Ocean.

A standard format is to be used, as follows: Scientific name; Common name
(using Bill Branch’s Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Africa,
third edn. 1998, for reptiles; and Passmore & Carruthers’ South African Frogs, 1995,
for amphibians as far as possible): KEYWORD (this should be one or two words
best describing the topic of the note, eg. Reproduction, Avian predation, etc.); the
Text (in concise English with only essential references quoted and in abbreviated
form); Loeality (country, province or state, location, quarter-degree unit, and lati-
tude and longitude if available; elevation above sea level; use metric units); Date
(day, month, year); Collector(s); Place of deposition and museum accession num-
ber (required if specimens are preserved). Submitted by: NAME, Address.

Notes submitted in an incorrect format or style will be returned to the authors.

AMPHIBIA : ANURA

MICROHYLIDAE

Phrynomantis bifasciatus bifasciatus (A. Smith, 1847)
Banded Rubber Frog

UNNATURAL MORTALITY

On the 14 March 2004 the security fence tripped continuously from 21h30 at 46
Dwyka Street in Erasmuskloof, Pretoria, Gauteng; South Africa (25°48°54”S, 2§
16°28”E; 1546 m a.s.l.). After closer inspection, a dead female Banded Rubber Fro
(Phrynomantis bifasciatus) was found underneath one of the wires. The frog was a
adult with a snout-vent length of 53mm and weighing 17.2g. The frog was deposited i
the Transvaal Museum (TM 85060).

It had rained that day and the frog was probably electrocuted because it we
earthed, otherwise it would have crawled underneath the wire. The security wall was :
least 2.25m high, which meant the frog must have climbed to at least that height. Th
Banded Rubber Frog has been recorded in North Gauteng and this confirms its pret
ence at the southeastern conner of Pretoria (L.H. du Preez. 2004, Phrynomantis bifa:
ciatus (Smith, 1947), pp 199-201 in Minter, L.R., M. Burger, J.A. Harrison, H.}
Braack, P.J. Bishop and D. Kloepfer, eds. Atlas and Red Data Book of the Frogs
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South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland. SI/MAB Series No. 9. Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, DC.).

Submitted by
JACO VAN WYK, Hoérskool Waterkloof, P.O. Box 25085, Monument Park, Preto-
ria 0105, South Africa. E-mail: jepvanwyk@absamail.co.za

REPTILIA : CHELONIA

TESTUDINIDAE

Psammobates oculiferus (Kuhl, 1820)
Kalahari Tent Tortoise

DIET

The natural diet of Psammobates oculiferus is poorly known. Only one study of
the diet of this species appears to exist (Rall & Fairall, 1993, S. 4 J. Wildlife Res.
23: 63-70). Neither this study, nor the information on the species’ diet in several field
guides (Branch, 1988, Field Guide to the Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Af-
rica, Struik Publishers; Boycott & Bourquin, 2000, The Southern African Tortoise
Book, privately printed) mention arthropods to be part of their diet.

" On 8 January 2004 an adult male P. oculiferus was noted on the road between
Hotazel and Vanzylsrus, South Africa. It was avidly feeding on the remains of a giant
millipede that had recently been killed by a vehicle. Although 1 had passed the tor-
toise with my vehicle to less than 50 c¢m, it continued to feed and took at least five
more bites after I had approached it for the second time.

One day and night before the observation there had been thunderstorms, bringing
approximately 30 mm of rain. As a result, many millipedes were crossing the road.
Road-killed millipedes are an easy prey for P. oculiferus, and might be a regular food
item when available.

Submitted by
V.J.T. LOEHR, Homopus Research Foundation, Nipkowplain 24, 3402 EC Ijssel-
stein, Netherlands. E-mail: lochr@homopus.org

Kinixys spekii Gray, 1863
Speke’s Hinged Tortoise

BREEDING and FEEDING

Hans Merensky Nature Reserve, Limpopo Province, RSA; 2330DA. 16 March, 2004:
15h30. Mopane Bushveld (Savanna Biome).
Whilst walking during the afternoon of 16 March, 2004, in the Hans Merensky
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Nature Reserve, we came across a mating pair of Speke’s Hinged Tortoise, Kinixys
spekii. A second male approached and attempted to dislodge the first, but was suc-
cessfully rebuffed. The second male then, perhaps in a fit of displacement behaviour,
proceeded to feed on the fallen fruit of a Marula tree, Sclerocarya birrea.

Submitted by
HAROLD H. BRAACK and RUTH L. MAGUIRE, P.O. Box 1399, Thabazimbi
0380, South Africa. E-mail: abrus@telkomsa.net

REPTILIA : SAURIA

GEKKONIDAE

Hemidactylus mabouia (de Jonnes, 1818)
Tropical House Gecko

MORTALITY

On 6 October 2004, at 12h05, an adult Trachylepis punctatissima was seen running
with a sub-adult Hemidactylus mabouia held in its jaws. It ran up a tree and pro-
ceeded to ‘smear’ its victim against the tree’s rough bark. The gecko had already lost
its tail and was still alive. This was observed in the grounds of the Limpopo Depart-
ment of Finance, Economic Affairs and Tourism in Polokwane, Capricorn District,
Limpopo (23°55°S, 29°27°E; 2329CD). 1 was unable to observe the interaction fur-
ther and predation can therefore not be confirmed.

Haagner (1997, Hemidactylus mabouia. Tropical house gecko. Predation. African
Herp News 26: 25) recorded predation on Hemidactylus mabouia by both Ho-
mopholis wahlbergii and Pachydactylus turneri. This record is, however, significant
in that it constitutes an interaction between a diurnal predator and this nocturnal
gecko.

Acknowledgement
Bill Branch is thanked for commenting on the content.

Submitted by
VINCENT EGAN, Department of Economic Affairs and Tourism, P.O. Box 217,
Polokwane 0700. E-mail: eganvt@finptb.norprov.gov.za

CHAMAELEONIDAE
Chamaeleo dilepis Leach, 1819
Flap-necked Chameleon

PREY
On 16 June 2005 at 07h30 an adult (SV 15 cm, T 14 cm) Flap-necked Chameleon
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(Chamaeleo dilepis) was observed being attacked by two adult Senegal Coucals
(Centropus senegalensis) at Nkwazi Lodge situated approximately 20 km east of
Rundu on the Okavango River in northern Namibia. The chameleon was knocked
out of a Silver Terminalia (Terminalia cericea) tree and harassed on the ground.
Throughout the encounter the Flap-neck Chameleon was actively hissing and at-
tempting to bite the Senegal Coucal which was worrying the cloacal region of the
chameleon, and in the process injuring the back and hind legs of the chameleon.

According to Maclean (1993. Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa. John Voelcker
Bird Book Fund, Cape Town) the diet of the Senegal Coucal includes small rodents,
reptiles, birds and bird eggs. Branch (1998. Field Guide to Snakes and Other Rep-
tiles of Southern Africa. Struik Publishers, Cape Town) includes, as predators of the
Flap-necked Chameleon, snakes, monkeys and birds such as the Crowned Hornbill.

Such predator/prey interactions are possibly not unique albeit rarely witnessed as
an anecdotal reference to a Burchell’s Coucal (Centropus superciliosus) attacking
and killing a Black Mamba (Dendroaspis polylepis) in the vicinity of the Limpopo
River in northern South Africa indicates (Fairhead, pers. com.).

Submitted by

PETER L. CUNNINGHAM, Polytechnic of Namibia, Department of Nature Con-
servation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek, Namibia. E-mail: pcunningham@polytechnic.
edu.na and WILLIE ADANK, Polytechnic of Namibia, Department of Nature Con-
servation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek, Namibia. E-mail: wadank@polytechnic.edu.na

AGAMIDAE

Agama agama (Linnaeus, 1758)
Red-headed Rock Agama

NOCTURNAL ACTIVITY

Very recently, O.S.G. Pauwels er al., 2004, Afr. Herp News 37: 20-21, reported
on nocturnal activity in an adult female Agama agama which they observed at Tchi-
banga, Nyanga Province, Gabon, on 9 April 2003. The specimen was observed on a
house wall, close to a neon light, preying upon nocturnal insects attracted by the
light. It was in close syntopy with some Hemidactylus mabouia. The authors claimed
this to be the second reported instance of nighttime activity in this species, the first
one also having been reported by Pauwels et al. (Herp Review, “2003, in press”), but
actually appeared in Vol. 35(2): 164-165, along the same main road, 115 km north of
Tchibanga.

With this note I want to remind the readers that I had reported on nocturnal activ-
ity in A. agama already 30 years ago (W. Bshme, 1975, Zur Herpetofauna Kameruns,
mit Beschreibung eines neuen Scinciden. Bonner zoologische Beitrige, 26: 2-48),
and as my old reference was published in German, I shall literally translate the re-
spective paragraph:
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“A remarkable ethological observation, elucidating the plasticity of this commen-
sal was made in Douala” (On December 27, 1973) “Around 22.00 h, longtime after
sunset, several individuals of all age classes assembled under a street-lamp in the
city” (close to the German Seamen’s Mission) “in order to prey upon winged, swarm-
ing termites, which fell down with singed wings in large numbers. Bufo maculatus
and Hemidactylus mabouia resident at this place were participating in this hunt. For
members of the otherwise strictly diurnal agamids, this is a very unusual phenome-
non.”

Pauwels et al. thought this behaviour to be geographically restricted to Gabon and
found this remarkable because of the huge range of this species. My old observation
indicates a wider distribution of this phenomenon and argues for a high ecological
plasticity of Agama agama rather than for a peculiarity of the Gabon population.

Submitted by

WOLFGANG BOHME, Zoologisches Forschunginstitut und Museum Alexander
Koenig, Adenauerallee 160, 53113 Bon, Germany. E-mail: w.boehme.zfmk@uni-
bonn.de

SCINCIDAE

Panaspis wahlbergii (A. Smith, 1849)
Wahlberg’s Snake-eyed Skink

PREDATION

On 30 June 2005 I observed a Brown-Hooded Kingfisher (Halcyon albiventris)
dive from its perch on a Jacaranda tree and seize an adult Wahlberg’s Snake-eyed
Skink (Panaspis wahlbergii) on open lawn in our garden at Hillcrest, 25 km west of
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal (2930DD). Instead of returning immediately to its perch to
consume its meal the bird remained on the lawn, barely three metres from me, hold-
ing the lizard for at least half a minute before flying back to the tree and swallowing
its prey. 1 had ample opportunity to observe the lizard closely and see that it was a
male (as evidenced by the salmon-pink underside) about eight centimetres long.

According to McLachlan & Liversidge (1972. Roberts’ Birds of South Africa, : i
edition. John Voelker Bird Book Fund, Cape Town) the Brown-hooded Kingfisher
includes lizards in its diet, but they do not indicate which species have been recorded.
Other authorities consulted (Newman, 1983. Birds of Southern Africa, Southern Book
Publishers, Johannesburg; Stuart Irwin, 1981. The Birds of Zimbabwe, Quest Publish-
ing, Harare) were equally uninformative. Branch (1998. Field Guide to Snakes and
Other Reptiles of Southern Africa. Struik Publishers, Cape Town) does not give any
predators for this little lizard, and a search through other herpetological literature at
my disposal has been no more enlightening. This appears to illustrate how many gaps
there are sill left to fill with respect to the biology of not only some of our commoner
reptiles, but also of the so-called “higher vertebrates” which on the face of it have

21



African Herp News No. 38 July 2005

been well studied!

Submitted by
ANGELO LAMBIRIS, 22 Ashley Road, West Riding, Hillcrest 3610. KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa. E-mail: lambiris@3i.co.za

Trachylepis capensis (Gray, 1830)
Cape Skink

SIZE

On 6 December 2003, in heavily grazed mountain grassland on the summit ridge
of the Lebombo Mountains in the Manyiseni region, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa
(26°58754”S, 31°59°42”E; 2631DD) we collected a very large female Cape Skink
(Trachylepis capensis). Measurements for the skink were: snout-vent length (SVL)
136 mm; tail length 163 mm (tip lost and partially regenerated; and live weight 61.5
g.

Another very large female Cape Skink was also captured in October 2002, in
mountain grassland on the summit of the Lebombo Mountains, but about five kilome-
tres south of Ingwavuma. On capture it was of similar size to the Manyiseni female,
but after being kept in captivity for over a year, during which it fed regularly on
grasshoppers, and occasionally on small Platysaurus lebomboensis, it measured: SVL
138 mm; tail length 170 mm; and live weight 76.4 g.

Both of these exceptionally large females surpass the previously largest recorded
size (SVL 135 mm) for the species (Branch, 1998, Snakes and Other Reptiles of
Southern Africa, Struik Publishers, Cape Town). Moreover, both were exceptionally
heavy-bodied.

Submitted by

BILL BRANCH, Department of Herpetology, Bayworld (formerly Port Elizabeth
Museum), P.O. Box 13147, Humewood 6013, South Aftica, and SCOTTY, DIANE,
EWAN & KIRSTY KYLE, P.O. Box 43, KwaNgwanase, 3973, KwaZulu-Natal.

Trachylepis margaritifer (Peters, 1854)
Rainbow Skink

COMMENSALISM

Number 7 Antelope Road, Matseumhlope, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, borders the
Hillside Dams, and a large syenite rock outcrop extends well into the garden. Three
species of Trachylepis occur on the property, and when 1 first moved into the house
20 years ago T. margaritifer and T. varia were found only on the kopje, while T
(striata) wahlbergii lived around the house and garden, but was rarely found on the
kopje.
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During the last 12 months or so, 7. margaritifer have largely deserted the kopje
and started living around the house, retreating under flower-pot stands and rocks bor-
dering the fishpond when disturbed. T. wahlbergii still occurs around the house, but
gives way to the adult Rainbow Skinks in any dispute over refuges. From January
2005 several clutches of eggs (apparently laid in plat pots, etc.) have hatched out and
the surroundings of the house and yard are alive with hatchlings of . margaritifer. T
wahlbergii is now the commoner species on the kopje.

Submitted by
DONALD G. BROADLEY, Biodiversity Foundation for Africa, P.O. Box FM 730,
Famona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. E-mail: broadley@gatorzw.com

REPTILIA : CHELONIA

TESTUDINIDAE
Geochelone pardalis (Bell, 1828)
Leopard Tortoise

PREY

Leopard tortoise (Geochelone pardalis) remains were found beneath the nest of a
Verreaux’s Eagle (Aquila verreauxii) on the farm Swartfontein in western Namibia.
Swartfontein farm lies partly on the escarpment between the Namib Desert and the
Namibian interior in the general area known as Spreetshoogte Pass. Two Verreaux’s
Eagle nests, approximately 11.5km apart, are known in the area, one being on high
escarpment cliffs while the other was in an area of granite ‘kopjes’ set back about 4
km from the true escarpment. Both nests seem to lie within the territory of one pair of
eagles, although only the granite kopje nest had G. pardalis remains. Approximately
8 broken carapaces indicating at least 6 individuals of G. pardalis were located below
the nest situated on a cliff face. The size of the G. pardalis individuals preyed upon,
as determined from the carapace remains, indicate that only adult G. pardalis indi-
viduals were preyed upon. The area below the escarpment nest also was littered with
klipspringer skulls and the remains of one baboon.

G. pardalis are usually preyed upon as juveniles by a variety of mammalian, rep-
tilian and avian predators while adults are preyed upon by humans (Boycott &
Bourquin 2000. The Southern African Tortoise Book. Russel Friedman Books, Half-
way House). Another threat to adult G. pardalis include veld fires (Branch 1998.
Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Africa. Struik Publishers, Cape
Town).

According to Steyn (1982. Birds of Prey of Southern Africa. David Philip Pub-
lishers, Cape Town) the Verreaux’s Eagle is extremely prey specific with Dassies
(Procavia capensis) very rarely constituting less than 90% of its prey and reptiles —
including tortoises — occasionally preyed on. The tortoise species included in the diet
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are however not indicated. Maclean (1993. Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa. John
Voelcker Bird Book Fund, Cape Town) states that reptiles are “less often” included
in the diet of Verreaux’s Eagle.

Hawes (2005. Feeding habits of Verreaux’s Eagle. Africa — Birds & Birding, Feb-
ruary/March 2005: 9-10) recently documented Chersina angulata (Angulate tortoise)
as constituting 36.7% of the prey of Verreaux’s Eagle in the Cederberg in the West-
ern Cape. Our observation indicates that Verreaux’s Eagle in Namibia preys upon
non-juvenile G. pardalis. G. pardalis are probably selected for due to their relatively
larger size than most other species occurring in Namibia or their abundance in the
area. Steyn (2005. Prey of Verreaux’s Eagle. Africa — Birds & Birding, June/July
2005: 9-10) suggests that Verreaux’s Eagles may exploit a locally abundant food
source whenever available. The extent to which tortoises are included in the diet of
Verreaux’s Eagle in Namibia is unknown and warrants further investigation.

Submitted by

PETER L. CUNNINGHAM, Polytechnic of Namibia, Department of Nature Con-
servation, P/Bag 13388, Windhoek, Namibia. E-mail: pcunningham@polytechnic.
edu.na) & Aaron Nicholas (Nicholas and Warren Environmental Consultancy cc, PO,
Box 31221, Windhoek, Namibia. E-mail: nwec@iway.na

REPTILIA : SERPENTES

COLUBRIDAE

Mehelya nyassae (Giinther, 1888)
Black File Snake

DIET

On 31 October 1990 a large (348 + 95 mm) female Black File Snake (Mehelya
nyassae) was collected in Dune Forest scrub on the edge of the garden of Madlangula
House overlooking the third lake in the Kosi Bay Nature Reserve, Ingwavuma Dis-
trict, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa (2732DD, 26°56’S, 32°50°E). The snake was
struggling with a large dead prey item that it had partially swallowed headfirst. The
snake was killed and after death a large (167 mm SVL) Golden Legless Skink
(Typhlosaurus aurantiacus) was removed from the snake’s throat. The head of the
skink showed signs of digestion indicating that the skink had been ingested (at least
partially) some time prior to the snake being killed.

Although M. nyassae is known to feed on snakes and a variety of semi-fossorial
skinks, e.g. Scelotes and Panaspis (Shine, R., W.R. Branch, P.S. Harlow & J.K.
Webb, 1995. Sexual dimorphism, reproductive biology and food habits of two spe-
cies of African filesnakes (Mehelya, Colubridae). J. Zool.(Lond.) 240: 327-340, this
is the first record of predation on Typhlosaurus.
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Submitted by

BILL BRANCH, Department of Herpetology, Bayworld (formerly Port Elizabeth Mu
seum), P.O. Box 13147, Humewood 6013, South Africa; and SCOTTY KYLE, Ezem
velo KwaZulu Natal Wildlife, P.O. Box 43, KwaNgwanase, 3973, KwaZulu-Natal.

Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia (Laurenti, 1768)
Herald Snake

MAXIMUM SIZE

In March 2003 three Herald Snakes (Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia) were confiscate
from a resident of Port Elizabeth who was in possession of the snakes without the rele
vant permits from the Eastern Cape conservation authorities. The snakes were from a
unknown locality, but believed to have been recently imported, illegally, from Zim
babwe where they were probably wild-caught. This was supported by the pale uppe
labials, which had only a faint red flush in all specimens. Herald snakes from the Easi
ern Cape have prominent red upper labials, from which the common name Red-lippe
Snake derives. However, snakes from Zimbabwe have white or dark brown lip
(Broadley, D.G., & Cock, E., 1975, Snakes of Zimbabwe, Longman Zimbabwe, Ha
rare), whilst further north in East Africa the upper labials are usually white (for whic
reason it is known as the White-lipped Cat Snake). The largest of the confiscated serie
(PEM R5516) is a giant male that measures 751 + 140 = 891 mm in length. This easil
exceeds the previous maximum sizes published for males of the species (696 mm SV]
[810 mm TL]), Bulawayo, Broadley & Cock, op. cit.; 700 mm SVL, Keogh er al
2000, Afr. J Herpetol., 49: 129-137; 701 mm SVL, Branch, 1998, Snakes and Othe
Reptiles of Southern Afiica, Struik Publishers, Cape Town).

Acknowledgements

I thank Ken Timmens (Bayworld Snake Park) and Mark Marshall (Nelson Mandel
Metropolitan Municipality) for donating these snakes to the Bayworld (formerly Poi
Elizabeth Museum) herpetological collection.

Submitted by

WILLIAM R. BRANCH, Department of Herpetology, Bayworld (formerly Po
Elizabeth Museum), P.O. Box 13147, Humewood 6013, South Africa. E-mai
bitis@telkomsa.co.za

Lamprophis capensis (Duméril & Bibron, 1854)
Brown House Snake

DIET
A sub-adult Brown house Snake (Lamprophis fuliginosus) was killed on 1 of Fet
ruary 2004 at Plot 127, De Wildt near the R513 road between Pretoria and Brits (29
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3979578, 28°00°30”E, 1385 m a.s.l.) Gauteng Province, South Africa. The snake was
killed in a house at 06h00. After the snake had been killed it was obvious it had just
fed, because there was a huge bulge in its digestive system. The snake was cut open
at the bulge and it revealed a bat. The bat was identified as a Cape Serotine Bat
(Eptesicus capensis) (Dr. LL. Rautenbach, pers. comm.). The snake weighed 23.3g
and the bat 8.1g. The snake was 43.5cm long and was deposited in the Transvaal
Museum (TM 84994). In the standard literature there is one reference to Brown
House Snakes preying on bats, but no species are mentioned (Branch, W.R. 1998,
Field Guide to Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Africa, Struik Publishers, Cape
Town; p. 399). Dr W.R. Branch said that although it was observed that Brown House
Snakes could prey on bats, no definite species were known (pers. comm.). This
seems to be the first documented case of a Brown House Snake preying on a particu-
lar bat species.

Submitted by

JACO VAN WYK, Hoérskool Waterkloof, P.O. Box 25085, Monument Park, Preto-
ria 0105, South Africa. E-mail: jepvanwyk@absamail.co.za & Dr. LL. RAUTEN-
BACH, 45 Helgaard Street, Kilner Park, Pretoria 0186, South Africa.

Dipsadoboa aulica (Gilinther, 1864)
Marbled Tree Snake

FEEDING

Hans Merensky Nature Reserve, Limpopo Province, RSA; 2330DA. 27 February,
2004; 21h25. Mopane Bushveld (Savanna Biome).

Whilst recording frog calls at a dam (Dam # 4) in the Hans Merensky Nature Re-
serve, an adult male Marbled Tree Snake Dipsadoboa aulica (SVL 595 mm) was
seen to attack and ingest a male Foam Nest Frog Chiromantis xerampelina. After
grabbing f the frog by its head, the snake coiled around it for some five minutes be-
fore positioning it head-foremost for swallowing. Ingestion was complete within 45
minutes.

Submitted by
HAROLD H. BRAACK and RUTH L. MAGUIRE, The Bush Academy, P.O. Box
1399, Thabazimbi 0380, RSA. E-mail: abrus@telkomsa.net

Crotaphopeltis hotamboeia (Laurenti, 1768)
Herald Snake

FEEDING

Hans Merensky Nature Reserve, Limpopo Province, RSA; 2330DA. 12 February,
2004: 20h47. Mopane Bushveld (Savanna Biome).
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Whilst monitoring the activity of frogs and recording their advertisement calls at
Tsonga Kraal Dam in the Hans Merensky Nature Reserve, a Herald Snake Crora-
phopeltis hotamboeia was observed feeding on a Mottled Shovel-nosed Frog Hemisus
marmoratus. The snake had hold of the frog across its body for a while, then posi-
tioned it and swallowed it head-first. Duration of the ingestion process was not noted
as the “attack and grab” were not seen. On completion of ingestion, the snake moved
into dense scrub and disappeared.

Submitted by
HAROLD H. BRAACK and RUTH L. MAGUIRE, The Bush Academy, P.O. Box
1399, Thabazimbi 0380, RSA. E-mail: abrus@telkomsa.net

ELAPIDAE

Naja nigricollis woodi Pringle, 1955
Black Spitting Cobra

SCAVENGING

Little is known about foraging behaviour in southern African snakes. Since stud-
ies on this topic are scarce, opportunistic recordings may be valuable to help under-
standing the biology of these species. On 17 September 1004, 11h30, I found a Black
Spitting Cobra (Naja nigricollis woodi) partially swallowing a road-killed Sand
Snake (Psammophis trinasalis). This observation was made on the southern bank of
the Orange River in the Vioolsdrif area, on the gravel road that runs along the river
(28°42°07.4S, 17°31°54.3”E, altitude 166 m [WGS84]).

When the snake was disturbed it regurgitated the roadkill and escaped. Based on
the dehydrated appearance and extremely bad smell, the P. trinasalis appeared to
have been killed some time before, perhaps 24 hours or more previously.

While N. n. woodi is known to prey on snakes, this appears to be the first record
of scavenging in this species.

Acknowledgement
I would like to thank Andrew Turner for identifying the road-killed snake, inter-
preting the state that it was in, and reviewing an earlier draft of this note.

Submitted by
V.J.T. LOEHR, Homopus Research Foundation, Nipkowplain 24, 3402 EC Ijssel-
stein, Netherlands. E-mail: loehr@homopus.org, http://www/homopus.org
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

African Herp News publishes brief notes of new geographical distributions
(preferably at least 100 km from the nearest published record) of amphibians and
reptiles on the African continent and adjacent regions, including the Arabian penin-
sula, Madagascar, and other islands in the Indian Ocean.

A standard format is to be used, as follows: Scientific name; Common name
(for sources, see Natural History Notes); Locality (country, province or state, loca-
tion, quarter-degree unit, and latitude and longitude if available; elevation above sea
level; use metric units); Date (day, month, year); Collector(s); Place of deposition
and museum accession number (required if specimens are preserved); Comments
(including data on the size, colour and taxonomic characters, eg. Scalation, webbing,
especially for taxonomically problematic taxa; and nearest published locality record
(s) in km; references to be quoted in the text). Submitted by: NAME, Address.

Records submitted should be based on specimens deposited in a recognised col-
lection. New South African province names must be used.

Notes submitted in an incorrect format or style will be returned to the authors.

AMPHIBIA: ANURA

RANIDAE
Hildebrandtia ornata (Peters, 1878)
Southern Ornate Frog

On 29 November 2004 at 22h00 two adult calling male Hildebrandtia ornata
(PEM A7513-14) were collected whilst calling in the flooded margins of Nyala Pan,
Phinda Game Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa (27°50°20.1”'S, 32°18°48.9”E;
2732CD). The pan had recently flooded after heavy rain. Other amphibians calling at
the site included: Ptychadena anchietae, Ptychadena mossambica, Phyrnomantis bi-
fasciatus, Hemisus marmoratus, Cacosternum boetigeri, Afrixalus aureus, Leptopelis
mossambicus, Kassina senegalensis, Tomopterna cryptotis, Tomopterna krugerensis,
Chiromantis xerampelina, and Bufo fenoulheti.

The southern limit of the Southern Omate Frog was Mkhuze Game Reserve
(2732CB), northern KwaZulu-Natal, based on a single tadpole record from Mboneni
Pan (Lambiris, A., 1989, A Review of the Amphibians of Natal, Lammergeyer 39: 1-
210). The current record is more satisfactorily vouchered by adult frogs and extends
the species’ range southwards to the adjacent quarter-degree grid-square.

We acknowledge the assistance of CC Africa trainee rangers during the frog sur-
vey.
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HYPEROLIIDAE
Hyperolius pusillus (Cope, 1862)
Water Lily Frog

South Africa, Limpopo Province, Hans Merensky Nature Reserve; 2330DA.

A healthy population consisting of at least 50 calling males has been recorded at
the Tsonga Kraal Dam in the Hans Merensky Nature Reserve, in Mopane Bushveld
(Savanna Biome), in February, March and December 2003, and January through De-
cember 2004,

Other populations occur elsewhere at suitable sites within the reserve. A specimen
has been lodged in the private collection of L. Minter, and several others investigated
as part of a study of the calls of South African frogs.

This distribution record was inadvertently omitted from the South African Frog
Atlas Project (see Alexander 2004).
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REPTILIA : SAURIA

GEKKONIDAE
Lygodactylus chobiensis FitzSimons, 1935
Chobe Dwarf Gecko

Zimbabwe, Matobo District, Matobo National Park (Whovi Wild Area),
Mpopoma Dam (2028CB); 20°33’S, 28° 23’E; alt. ca. 1250 m; 12-20 December
2003; C. Summers; Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe NMZB 17462.

This specimen is an adult male measuring 37+24 mm (tail truncated), with an en-
tire mental, nostril pierced between two nasals and the first labial, tail with 8 dorsal
scales per verticil and single subcaudals, 3 per verticil. The gular region is uniform
black. A tail-less female taken at the same time will be deposited in the Matobo Na-
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

African Herp News publishes brief notes of new geographical distributions
(preferably at least 100 km from the nearest published record) of amphibians and
reptiles on the African continent and adjacent regions, including the Arabian penin-
sula, Madagascar, and other islands in the Indian Ocean.
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especially for taxonomically problematic taxa; and nearest published locality record
(s) in km; references to be quoted in the text). Submitted by: NAME, Address.
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lection. New South African province names must be used.

Notes submitted in an incorrect format or style will be returned to the authors.

ANMPHIBIA: ANURA

RANIDAE
Hildebrandtia ornata (Peters, 1878)
Southern Ornate Frog

On 29 November 2004 at 22h00 two adult calling male Hildebrandtia ornata
(PEM A7513-14) were collected whilst calling in the flooded margins of Nyala Pan,
Phinda Game Reserve, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa (27°50°20.1’S, 32°18°48.9”E;
2732CD). The pan had recently flooded after heavy rain. Other amphibians calling at
the site included: Ptychadena anchietae, Ptychadena mossambica, Phyrnomantis bi-
Jfasciatus, Hemisus marmoratus, Cacosternum boetigeri, Afiixalus aureus, Leptopelis
mossambicus, Kassina senegalensis, Tomopterna crypiotis, Tomopterna krugerensis,
Chiromantis xerampelina, and Bufo fenoulheti.

The southern limit of the Southern Omate Frog was Mkhuze Game Reserve
(2732CB), northern KwaZulu-Natal, based on a single tadpole record from Mboneni
Pan (Lambiris, A., 1989, A Review of the Amphibians of Natal, Lammergeyer 39: 1-
210). The current record is more satisfactorily vouchered by adult frogs and extends
the species’ range southwards to the adjacent quarter-degree grid-square.

We acknowledge the assistance of CC Africa trainee rangers during the frog sur-
vey.

28

Aftican Herp News No. 38 July 2005

Submitted by

W. R. BRANCH, Department of Herpetology, Port Elizabeth Museum, P.O. Box
13147, Humewood 6013, South Africa, and A. G. KILPIN, Phinda Private Game
Reserve, Private Bag 6001, Hluhluwe, 3960, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

HYPEROLIIDAE
Hyperolius pusillus (Cope, 1862)
Water Lily Frog

South Africa, Limpopo Province, Hans Merensky Nature Reserve; 2330DA.

A healthy population consisting of at least 50 calling males has been recorded at
the Tsonga Kraal Dam in the Hans Merensky Nature Reserve, in Mopane Bushveld
(Savanna Biome), in February, March and December 2003, and January through De-
cember 2004.

Other populations occur elsewhere at suitable sites within the reserve. A specimen
has been lodged in the private collection of L. Minter, and several others investigated
as part of a study of the calls of South African frogs.

This distribution record was inadvertently omitted from the South African Frog
Atlas Project (see Alexander 2004).

Reference

ALEXANDER, G.J. 2004. Hyperolius pusillus (Cope, 1862). Pp. 146-147 in Minter, L.
R., M. Burger, J.A. Harrison, H.H. Braack, P.J. Bishop, and D. Kloepfer, eds. At-
las and Red Data Book of the Frogs of South Afvica, Lesotho and Swaziland. SI/
MAB Series No. 9. Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC.

Submitted by
HAROLD H. BRAACK and RUTH L. MAGUIRE, P.O. Box 1399, Thabazimbi
0380, South Africa. E-mail: abrus@telkomsa.net

REPTILIA : SAURIA

GEKKONIDAE
Lygodactylus chobiensis FitzSimons, 1935
Chobe Dwarf Gecko

Zimbabwe, Matobo District, Matobo National Park (Whovi Wild Area),
Mpopoma Dam (2028CB); 20°33°S, 28° 23’E; alt. ca. 1250 m; 12-20 December
2003; C. Summers; Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe NMZB 17462,

This specimen is an adult male measuring 37+24 mm (tail truncated), with an en-
tire mental, nostril pierced between two nasals and the first labial, tail with 8 dorsal
scales per verticil and single subcaudals, 3 per verticil. The gular region is uniform
black. A tail-less female taken at the same time will be deposited in the Matobo Na-

29



African Herp News No. 38 July 2005

tional Park museum at Maleme Rest Camp.

This new locality represents a southern range extension for the species of nearly
200 km, as the previous Zimbabwean records lie within the Zambezi catchment area,
extending into the north of Hwange District and the Midlands as far south as
Kwekwe. This gecko has presumably been accidentally introduced to the Mpopoma
camp site by tourists arriving from Victoria Falls or the Hwange National Park,
where the species is common on buildings. At Mpopoma Dam it is sympatric with L.
stevensoni (which is common on ablution blocks throughout the park) and L. capen-
sis (probably introduced by visitors from Bulawayo). Other sympatric arboreal or
rupicolous geckos which were recorded there are Pachydactylus turneri, P. tigrinus,
Afroedura transvaalica, Homopholis wahlbergii, Hemidactylus mabouia (probably
also introduced from Bulawayo) and H. tasmani.
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CHAMAELEONIDAE
Chamaeleo hamaquensis Smith, 1831
Namaqua Chameleon

South Africa, Western Cape Province, Tierberg, (Botterkreel 3322AB), 33°
09°53.778 22°15°59.27E, alt. 761m; 11 March 2003,

Chamaeleo namaguensis occurs in western karroid areas of southern Africa in-
cluding the Namib Desert from southern Angola through to South Africa, succulent
karoo in the winter rainfall area of Namaqualand, and the Nama karoo biome of Na-
mibia and South Africa (Branch 1998). This record represents a range extension over
the southern Karoo Plain. It has previously been collected in the Calvinia District
(3120CB; Branch, 1990}, as far south as Fraserburg (3121DC; Branch, pers. comm.),
also in the flats around the Karoo National Park near Beaufort West (3222BC), ap-
proximately 100km to the north (Branch & Braack, 1989). The southern most record
of this species (SAMZR01167) is in the Breede Valley (from the Worcester Division;
3319CA), 275 km further to the West. The Tierberg specimen was a juvenile with a
SVL of 4 cm. This species has also been noted at this locality on a list of reptiles
found at the Tierberg Karoo Research Centre (Milton et al., 1992).
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SCINCIDAE
Typhlacontias rohani Angel, 1923
Kalahari Burrowing Skink

Zimbabwe, Matobo District, Driefontein Farm (2028CB); 20°34°S, 28°20’E; alt.
¢a.1300 m; 26-30 November 2003; M. Phiri; Natural History Museum of Zimbabwe,
NMZB 17446.

This subadult specimen measures 60 + 32 mm. Midbody scale rows 18; ventrals
131; subcaudals 71; five supralabials, the second entering the orbit, other head shields
typical.

This specimen represents a southern range extension of ca. 100 km from Mara-
posa on the Victoria Falls road (Haacke, 1997, Bonn. zool. Beitr. 47: 139-163). Drie-
fontein Farm adjoins the western boundary of the Matobo National Park (Whovi Wild
Area) west of Mpopoma Dam, and there must be an extensive relict pocket of Kala-
hari sand in this area, i.e. south of the watershed between the Zambezi and Limpopo
catchments. Small pockets occur in the suburbs of Bulawayo, but the only Kalahari
fossorial reptile recorded there is the melanistic phase of Acontias occidentalis
(Broadley & Greer, 1969. Arnoldia Rhod. 4 (26): 1-29). It is interesting to note that a
specimen of A. occidentalis ploughed up at the same time as the Typhlacontias repre-
sents the olive green, white-bellied, broadleyi phase, which is normally found on
granite and schist substrates and is the only phase recorded from the Matobo National
Park.
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WILSON, Carnivore Research Institute, P.O. Box AC 1310, Ascot, Bulawayo, Zim-
babwe. E-mail: duiker@ecoweb.co.zw

Varanidae
Varanus albigularis albigularis (Daudin, 1802)
Rock Monitor

South Africa, Western Cape, Oudtshoorn, 3322CA (33°35' 20.9" § 22° 12'
25.1"E at an altitude of 368m). According to Branch (1998:210) Varanus albigularis
is absent from the Western Cape. On 30 April 2005 Varanus albigularis was docu-
mented having an extended distribution into the Western Cape. The first report of V.
albigularis (Figure 1) presence was brought to the authors’ attention on the men-
tioned date at the above locality. After the first report several other confirmed sight-
ings were reported to the author, which ruled out the possibility of the species to be
introduced as the locations reported were randomly distributed. According to De Jong
(pers.comm., 2005) two specimens were removed earlier that month from human
habitation. A fourth confirmed sighting was documented on 9 February 2005 of a
road kill specimen (Figure 2) in Meiringspoort, 3322BC (33° 22' 20"S 22° 33' 20"E)
(Cape Nature pers.comm., 2005).

The Oudtshoorn specimen (Figure 1) was a male with a snout ventral length of
500 mm and total length of 908 mm, and weighing 2.9 kg. Freshly shed skin was pre-
served in 75% ethanol for possible future DNA sequencing request (Sample No.
EL023).
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Figure 1.

Figure 2.

REPTILIA : SERPENTES

ATRACTASPIDIDAE
Amblyodipsas ventrimaculata (Roux, 1907)
Kalahari Purple-glossed Snake

Zimbabwe, Matobo District, Driefontein Farm (2028 CB); 20°34°S: 28°20°E; alt.
ca. 1300 m; 26 to 30 November 2003; M. Phiri; Natural History Museum of Zim-
babwe NMZB 17450.

This specimen is a subadult female measuring 280 + 23 mm. Supralabials five,
the second and third entering the orbit, the latter narrowly separated from the parietal
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by the postocular [as in the synonym A. v. websteri (FitzSimons & Brain, 1958, Occ.
Pap. natn. Mus. S. Rhod. 22B: 202-203)], infralabials 5, the first three in contact with
the anterior sublinguals, the third separated from its fellow; midbody scale rows 15,
ventrals 192, anal divided, subcaudals 21, supracaudals reduce from six rows to four
at the level of 10 subcaudals from the tip. Black vertebral stripe three scales wide,
extending on to the parietals and petering out on the frontal, venter uniform cream.
Such a narrow vertebral stripe has only previously been recorded in specimens from
Namibia (Windhoek and Caprivi). Associated fossorial snakes ploughed up at the
same time were Atractaspis bibronii (2), Amblyodipsas p. polylepis and Aparallactus
capensis (2).

This specimen represents a southeastern range extension of 110 km from Saw-
mills siding (Broadley, 1971, Occ. Pap. natn. Mus. Rhod. B4 (33): 629-697). Drie-
fontein Farm adjoins the western boundary of the Matobo National Park (Whovi
Wild Area) west of Mpopoma Dam and there must be an extensive relict pocket of
Kalahari sand in this area, i.e. south of the watershed between the Zambezi and Lim-
popo catchments. It is anticipated that some amphisbaenians will eventually be re-
corded here, especially Zygaspis quadrifrons, which appears to be the principal prey
of A. ventrimaculata, although Typhlacontias rohani is also taken,

Submitted by

DONALD G. BROADLEY, Biodiversity Foundation for Africa, P.O. Box FM 730,
Famona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. E-mail: broadley@gatorzw.com and VIVIAN J.
WILSON, Carnivore Research Institute, P.O. Box AC 1310, Ascot, Bulawayo, Zim-
babwe. E-mail: duiker@ecoweb.co.zw

COLUBRIDAE
Philothamnus semivariegatus (A. Smith, 1840)
Spotted Bush Snake

South Africa, Northern Cape Province; Olifantshoek; 27°54°03.5S, 22°37°56.3”"E
(WGS-84). 6 January 2004. Not collected.

One specimen was observed and photographed when it was actively moving
around in a small rock formation at 13h00. The formation was located in a relatively
narrow valley just north of Olifantshoek, and was overshadowed by a tree. The clos-
est known locality for this species is in Namaqualand, at least 500 km southwest
(Branch, 1998, Field Guide to the Snakes and Other Reptiles of Southern Aftica,
Struik Publishers).

Although the habitat near Olifantshoek appears suitable for P. semivariegatus (A.
Turner, pers. comm.), it is possible that this specimen was transported here acciden-
tally. The fact that the species is very alert, agile and has good eyesight does not
make this latter possibility likely.
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confirmation of the species name.
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8" HAA Symposium
24-27 November 2006,
Potchefstroom

The symposium will be held on the Potchefstroom
campus of the North-West University and will be
organized by Louis du Preez (drklhdp@ puk.ac.za and

Ché Weldon (drkew @ puk.ac.za).
Check the HAA website forupdates

(http://Iwww .wits.ac.za/haa/2006conf.htm)
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