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10™ CONFERENCE OF THE HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF
AFRICA 7 GENERAL MEETING

CHAI RMAN6S REPORT

Since my election two major issues have occupied most of my effort as Chairman.
The first was the change in the approach to publishiingan Journal of Herpetology
This significant shift in our model of journal production and distribution was ably spear-
headed by John Measey, who has my thanks on behalf of all HAA members. A secon
issue was the unfortunate delay in the finalisation of accounting from the 2008 Sterkfon-
tein Dam Conference, now thankfully resolved. | was also involved wittaie corre-
spondence with the Committee and HAA members regarding a diversity of topics, in-
cluding the approval of the new student paper and poster awards, the website, the Exce
tional Contributions to African Herpetology Award, the general promotion of the Asso-
ciation, the future of personal and library subscriptions in the aggoafreals, and the
availability of the publications of the Herpetological Association of Rhodesia, the pre-
cursor to the HAA. In this last case | am happy to announce that Don Broadley kindly
loaned his set of thBlAR Journalfor scanning and that this task is now complete. Fol-
lowing editing of the files, these will be made available to all members via the website.

The next HAA committee elections will take place later this year. The call for nomi-
nations appear in this issue of the newsletter. Although this results in a slight delay ir
ballot distribution it enfranchises the maximal number of members. To the best of my
knowledge all but one of the current Committee members are willing to stand again.
However, | would like to take this opportunity to encourage anyone with an interest in
running for the open spot or challenging for one of the other positions to make their in-
tentions known to me.

On behalf of the Association | wish to thank Krystal Tolley and John Measey as well
as their able team at SANBI, for taking on the task of organizing this fine meeting. We
are all cognisant of the time and effort involved. We also thank Bill Branch for organiz-
ing and running the auction (with the able assistance of Stuart Nielsen), which | think
was a huge success and | hope will remain a staple of H.A.A. conferences in the future.
also thank Taylor & Francis for sponso
dance at the meeting. | am sure that | speak for everyone in attendance when | say hc
pleased | am that both Don Broadley and Wulf Haacke, recipient of the Exceptional
Contributions to African Herpetology Award, were able to attend this conference. We
hope to benefit from their presence at many conferences to come.

Venue and date for the next HAA symposiurd Our practice with regard to future
symposia is to call upon members during the General Meeting to ask if anyone is pre
pared to arrange the next meeting. However, Abeda Dawood has very kindly agreed t
take on the responsibility of chief organizer of the next symposium. She is prepared ftc
arrange an HAA symposium at the National Zoological Gardens in Pretoria for late 2012
or early 2013, the timing to be determined based on venue availability and member pref
erence, if such can be determined. As there were no other offers and Abeda had alreal
agreed, our next symposium will take place in 2012 (or 2013) in Pretoria.

AARON BAUER
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10th Conference of the HAA, Cape Town, 2011
TREASURER®S REPORT

Bank accounts- The Association has three ABSA bank accounts. Two were existing

accounts and the third (i.e. 60393) ac (
The HAA treasurer is the signatory on all three accounts. Balances since the las
conference year in 2008 are given in t.

service for credit card/overseas payment. We are paying a fee of 10% for this service (t
be confirmed).

Table 1: Balances from the three HAA bank accounts from 28 February 2008 through
7 January 2011

Description Account 28 Feb08 28Feb09 28Feb10 7 Jan 11
Subscriptions 6607 7 R92,271.22 R92,939.86 R134,778.62 R152,937.14
Subscriptions 07227 R23,633.46 R24,311.76 R 24,990.00 R 30,828.43

Conference 2011 6 0 39 3 R 78,182.55

Membership - Thanks to the secretary, Jeanne Tarrant, for getting the members to
renew their membership. This is reflected in the bank balance. An amount of R342.6:
was paid to the secretary for HAA related postage. ABSA bank has agreed in 2010 t
waive all charges on international member subscription cheque deposits e.g. EBSC(
cheques deposited by the treasurer. These charges were R100 per $60 cheque and uj
R300 per $180 cheque. Due to the treasurer being on maternity leave for most of 201(
receipts have not been issued timeously. This will be addressed in 2011.

Journal and newsletter - Due to some initial hiccups with the handover from the

previous treasurer/secretary and with the split of the duties of treasurer and secretar
there were some delays in members receiving their journal issues. This has bee
addressed and all should run smoothly from 2011. 320 copies for the newsletter ar
printed at a cost afa. R6.50 per issue for printing and postage. Sabinet paid R23,747.20
on to the HAA for AJH subscription sales for 1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010. Formeset
refunded R7,330.20 for a double payment made for printing the AJH in December 2009.

9th HAA Symposium - According to the 2009 audited financial statement, the
outstanding amount paid from the HAA to the conference organisers was a total o
R57,985. No detailed statements were received by the treasurer for the symposiun
From the information received the surplus/loss from the conference could not be audite
as the accounts have not been finalised. Receipts of R27,912 on 11/12/2008, and ¢
R18,859.89 was paid to the HAA on 28/07/2010. Thus as there are no audit report fo
the conference, the amount owing to the HAA would be R11,213.11 (if no profit was
made). Receipts, invoice book and bank statements were received on 14/1/2011. The
will be sent to the auditors so that the audit reports can be completed.
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The secretary calculated that R22,486 was raised at the symposium auction. After recei
of R5,729.34 on 16/01/2009 for the Symposium Auction, the amount owed to the HAA
was R16,756.66. In order to recover the funds, the H.A.A. secretary contacted membet
directly regarding moneys owing for the auction. The HAA recovered R16,115 of a total
of R22,486 owed for auction items. Thus the HAA received R21,844.34 in total for the
auction. This means that R641.66 was not recovered for the auction.

10th HAA Symposium- Transfers of R30,000 (27/05/10) and R20,000 (17/09/10) were
paid into the conference account. In addition, the HAA paid for travel and
accommodation for Don Broadley (flight R6,800) for the Don Broadley award for
student contributions to the AJH and Wulf Haacke (flight R1,278) to attend the
conference and to receive the Award for Exceptional Contribution to African
Herpetology.

2009 & 2010 Audits- The accounts were audited by M & D Finansiele Dienste for
February 2009 and 2010 at a cost of R2,500 for 2009. For 2009 (page 4 of this issue
they found that the financial statements are in agreement with the accounting record:s
No details of receipts and expenses were received for the 208§rBposium so the
2009 audit report is incomplete. The audited statements for 2010 are outstanding. Th
documents are with the auditors and | do not forsee any problem.

HAA Website for 2010- The HAA paid R9,351.03 to Martin Cocks Web Programming
for the website. This included the content, graphics and the registration of the domair
name africanherpetology.org until 2013. The site is not complete as yet.

Tax exemption status- The accounting officer must submit tax returns and audited
financial statements to SARS for 2009 and 2010 in order to apply for renewal of our tax
exempt status.

ABEDA DAWOOD
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SECRETARY®S REPORT

Paid membership to the HAA has increased steadily during this period with current
figures as outlined below. The figures take into account all previous institutional (library
and university) subscriptions have been taken over by Taylor & Francis (8 African and
21 overseas). This also includes new members from the conference (1 year memberst
included in conference fees) and other new members to date.

Table 1: Breakdown of HAA membership for 2008 and 2010
Dec 2008  Dec 2010

African Members (of which are Students) ~40 133 (14)
Overseas Members ~70 93
Total Subscribers 110 226
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(021} 85652

A ‘ BOEKHOPJERS EN Fax: (012) 34848
FINANSIELE DIENSTE Sel: 0724649650

ACCOUNTING OFFICER'S REPORT
TO THE MEMBERS OF
HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA

We have performed the duties of Accounting Officers to { HERPETOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF AFRICA
as required by article 62 of the Law of Close Corporations 1984. No audit needs to be done

as required by the law, and no audit was performed.

The financial statements are the responsibility of the members. We have determined that

the financial statements are in agreement with the accounting records and have books of

account and record as we considered necessary in the circumstances. We have also

reviewed the accounting policy which have been applied in the preparation of the annual

financial statements and we consider that they are appropriate to the business.

M&D FINANSIELE DIENSTE
ACCOUNTANTS

LEDE: D.S.VAN DER MERWE Bcom J.C.VAN NIEKERK
BYGESTAAN DEUR FJ REYNECKE B.COM(REK) UP. CFA.
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A series of renewal reminders where sent to all members whose subscription was due |
lapse in 2010 or had already lapsed. 127 members (both African and international) hav
not yet renewed and these can still be pursued. Only 9 members actively expressed wis
ing to discontinue their memberships.

Renewal reminders for 2011 will be sent out shortly after the conference (first sent
24 Jan 2011). There is scope to attract many more members, especially students.

There were some initial distribution problems after this had been handed over to
UNISA (people not receiving copies of the journal or waiting a long time) as well as
labelling problems (for example, no name used), but this seems to be improving.

During 2010 the new HAA website was also launched and this is an improvement or
the previous one in terms of layout and use of graphics, however some additional worl
on the site is necessary, including giving members the ability teugigpr renew mem-
bership online. Also, there is no mentionAdfican Herp New®n the site.

JEANNE TARRANT
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JOURNAL EDI TORO®S REPORT

This report covers the period where | was acting editor (Feb 2@&ober 2009) and
my first term as editor (October 2009 to time of writing in December 2010).

| inherited African Journal of Herpetology (AJH) in good working order from previ-
ous editors who had provided an excellent grounding for this scholarly journal of the
Herpetological Association of Africa (HAA). Without this grounding it would not have
been possible to build the journal and | am indebted to all previous editors. Maintaining
the status quofor AJH would have continued to produce an excellent product, but it
would have retained a heavy burden on the editor to also act as publisher and distributo
In this respect, | wanted to eliminate the publishing burden for myself and future editors
allowing for more time to be dedicated to editing quality content both for members of
the HAA and a wider academic audience.

Taylor & Francis Publishing AJH - Following negotiations which started with the
previous AJH editor (Alex Flemming) in 2008, the HAA committee voted to accept an
offer from the Taylor & Francis (hereafter T&F) publishing group (http://
www.tandf.co.uk/journals/) to publish the African Journal of Herpetology (AJH) and a
contract was signed by HAA chair, Aaron Bauer, in December 2009.

In the past 12 months, many changes have occurred to AJH and | attempt to summ:
rise the highlights here. The style of the journal has changed to conform to the shape ¢
other T&F publications, while retaining the familiar formatting of AJH. This includes
movement to a single col umn, and incl us
colour image and a nepolitical, more herpetological, map of Africa. The editorial
board was revamped with new members being responsible for promotion of AJH, resolu
tion of any disputes and judging of t he
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Herpetol ogyo. The current c 0 ntT&R tvebditea s |
and is available free to all members via a password which was supplied in July 2010. Ir
addition to the current issue, members can access articles which have been accepted ¢
appear online early. The last month of 2010 saw the completion of the scanning of the
entire back catalogue of AJH and Journal of the Herpetological Association of Africa.
Every article of every issue is freely available to HAA members right back to Volume 1
(1965). This is something that | think should be of great interest to all members and |
encourage you to make use of this facily not distribute pdfs that you download

The HAA will lose revenue if members distribute pdfs and so individual members will
lose access if they are found to be distributing journal contents when they are not au
thors. As each pdf downloaded bears the members name, it is not difficult to detec
abuse. There is an amazing variety of material to enjoy: from an unavoidable late star
by J.D. Visser in July 1965 (JHAA 2:120) to a revision of East Africadelanocepsy
Broadley et al in 2006 (AJH 55:9E612).

T&F have taken the management of all subscriptions to the journal. HAA members
should note that this does not apply to individuals, only to libraries and institutional
members. If you are an individual member of the HAA you receive the journal (paper
and electronic access) as part of your membership. Active sales of subscriptions to th
journal, as well as the sale of individual articles, are ongoing and T&F expect these num
bers to rise steadily over the coming years. Increasing subscriptions and sales represel
revenue to HAA so please encourage your

Lastly, AJH switched over to an online submissions base (ScholarOne) in April
2010. This has considerably decreased the editorial work of tracking articles by email. I
has also all owed t hebleidnidtoo rrse vtioe wi onngd uncht
are not disclosed to reviewers and revi
submitting articles, authors are asked to provide additional information and assurances t
the editor, these include: adhesion to AJH ethical guidelines (drawn up by the editorial
t eam), decl aration of conflict of inter
Prize for Excellence in African Herpeto
a press release. Two press releases have already been made.

The ScholarOne system produces its own metrics which will become a feature of
future reports by the AJH editor. The following metrics (Tables 1) relate to the last 9
months (32 submissions which included 2 review articles, 23 original articles, and 7
short communications) of activity for AJH on ScholarOne.

Table 1: ScholarOne metrics for the last nine months worth of
submissions to AJH on ScholarOne

ScholarOne metric Days
Average Time to First Decision 24
Average Referee Turnaround time 21
Average Time to Final Decision 33
Proportion Accepted 43%
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This compares favourably with metrics for the previous 14 months (from Feb 2009)
in which only 25 manuscripts were received. However, metrics from this 14 month pe-
riod were submitted to the Committee on Scholarly Publishing in South Africa
(CSPiSA) together with answers to a questionnaire. This resulted in the recommendatio
by the Academy of Science of South Africa (ASSA() that AJH remain on the list of ac-
credited journals.

Associate editors- Work on the journal has not been achieved by the editor alone but

through a committed editori al t eam. | 6d
sociate Editors (AEs) Aaron Bauer, Krystal Tolley, and Brian Henen for their out-

standing service to the HAA through acting as editorial associates of AJH. Krystal,
Aaron, and Brian joined the editorial team in 2005, when Graham Alexander was editor
Krystal and Aaron served until 2009, while Brian served until 2011. Two new AEs were
appointed in 2009: David Blackburn (University of Kansas) and Eli Greenbaum

(University of Texas). AEs take on an important and vital role investing a lot of time in

reading manuscripts, reading reviewer 0:
rently AJH does not have enough AEs and is looking for more. If you would like to be

considered, please contact the editor.

Metrics - As many members will be aware, the world of scientific publishing is now
largely governed by metrics. Since Graham Alexander got AJH admitted onto Thomp-
son/Reuters ISI in 2005, AJH has received an Impact Factor (IF) representing the num
ber of cited articles from the journal in the previous 2 years. Having taken 2 years to
become effective, this widely used journal metric has now produced three IF scores
2007 = 0.618; 2008 = 0.600; 2009 = 0.455. The trend is probably too small and short t
be interpreted meaningfully, but it is going in the wrong direction which is not in the
interest of the journal or association. It is hoped that by placing the journal online,
changing publication months to January and June (instead of June and December) th
will increase the metrics of AJH. HAA members can make a difference by citing rele-
vant recent works from the journal in their publications and by publishing articles that
are highly citable. From an editorial standpoint the best way of increasing the IF is to
have the contents of interest to a wider scientific audience. | believe that this is also ir
the interest of the HAA, its members and authors and readers of AJH.

As we reach Volume 60 in 2011, | hope you will contribute to the success of the
HAAO6s journal for the future, as wel/ a
Editors, Associate Editors and Authors that have made the outstanding publication ths
we have today.

JOHN MEASEY
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NEWSLETTER EDI TOR6S REPORT

This report represents a summary of African Herp News from issue 47 to 52 inclu-
sive. During this period the newsletter was edited by both Angelo Lambiris (issues 47
48) and myself (issues 4952). The six issues included in this report comprised a total
of 205 pages (mean = 34 pages per issue), and included a total of 15 Articles, 40 Natur
History Notes, and 16 Geographical Distribution contributions. Additionally, AHN pub-
lished several other contributions including but not limited to messages from various
committee members, the abstracts of the 14th African Amphibian Working Group meet-
ing, conference announcements, and an obituary.

The short timerame that this report deals with limits assessment of the trends asso-
ciated with publication of AHN. However, there has been an increase in the total numbe
of submissions. This increase in submission rate is pleasing as it indicates a growin
readership and thus wider impacts. This increase in submissions also allows an editor |
be more selective in which articles to publish: a trend supported by an increase in th
number of rejected articles.

Submissions to AHN generally focus on squamate reptiles (84 %), evenly sharec
bet ween O0Osnakesd and O6lizards6. Submiss
%) are relatively rare. Three percent of submissions dealt with herpetofaunal communi
ties.

Costs for printing and postage of hard copies of the newsletter are detailed in Tabl
1. Variation in the total amount is a result of varying numbers of pages in each issue
The December 2010 issue of AHN was distributed at the 10th Conference of the HAA,
and the remaining copies were posted to members not attending the meeting. An add
tional amount of R 866.05 has been spent on envelopes and labels.

Table 1: Costs for printing and distribution of

Issue Printing Distribution
49 R 2,995.81 R 3,251.45
50 R 4,332.00 R 2,762.25
51 R 4,295.70 R 2,659.65
52 R 3,416.45 R 2,026.05

issues 49 through 52 éffrican Herp News

Please continue to suppdktrican Herp Newdy submitting your short articles, natural
history notes, geographical distribution notes, and herpetological surveys for publication

BRYAN MARITZ
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Delegates at the 10th HAA Conference in Cape Town, January 2011. Photograph by John Measey



